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VIEWS FROM NOBBYS
Newcastle Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 34, JESMOND NSW 2299
Website : www.philas.org.au/newcastle

FEBRUARY, 2016 :

Newsletter No. 176 : EDITOR: Ron Davis

WHAT’S ON IN YOUR SOCIETY
THE NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETS 7.30pm SECOND THURSDAY of EACH MONTH
MAYFIELD SENIOR CITIZENS HALL, cnr, PACIFIC HWY & HANBURY STREET , MAYFIELD AND
EACH THIRD WEDNESDAY AT 10.00 a.m. AT STUDIO 48, 48 MACKIE AVENUE, NEW LAMBTON.
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME

DATES

DETAILS

Thur 11 Feb 2016

Display by John Moore “Australia 1989 Sport Definitive Series, the Stamps and Usage”

Wed 17 Feb 2016

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Display by Bruce Chadderton - “THE LATTER PERIOD OF WORLD WAR 2”

Sun 21 Feb 2016

Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

Thurs 10 Mar 2016

Display by Ron Davis “CAPETOWN, THROUGH THE COMOROS AND THE CONGO TO KHARTOUM”

Wed 16 Mar 2016

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Display by Diana Bridgman – “MAPS on Stamps”.

Sun 20 Mar 2016

Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

Thurs 24th Mar 2016
Thurs 14 Apr 2016

AUCTION NIGHT Viewing from 7.00pm, Auction starts 8.00pm. (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)
POPULAR CHOICE - 6 Pages of Something Philatelic Starting with the Letter “Y”

Sun 17 Apr 2016

Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

Wed 20 Apr 2016

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Display by Tony Walker – “NORTH BORNEO”.

Thurs 12 May 2016

Display by Gordon Gibbons “CHILE”

Sun. 15 May 2016

Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

Wed. 18 May 2016

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Display by Greg Laidler – “AUSTRALIA 1936 TASMANIAN CABLE STAMP”

Thursday 19 May 2016

AUCTION NIGHT Viewing from 7.00pm, Auction starts 8.00pm. (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

Thurs 9 June 2016

Display by Roger Eggleton “BRITISH PARCEL POST LABELLING - PART 1”

Wed. 15 June 2016

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Display by Roger Eggleton – “BRITISH PARCEL POST LABELLING - PART 2”

Sun. 19 June 2016

Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

THE SECRETARY’S SNIPPETS, February 2016

In this Newsletter you will read that our monthly night time meetings are now held in a new venue – the
Mayfield Senior Citizens Centre - which is further up Hanbury Street on the opposite side of Maitland Road
from the Ex-services Club where we have met for many years. For those that are wondering why the move, the
Ex-Services Club is undergoing renovations. At this time it is unclear if they will in the future have suitable
meeting rooms at a reasonable price.
For those that like to visit stamp exhibitions, ACT Philatelic Council will be hosting a part National 18th to 20th
March at their regular venue, The Hellenic Club, which is adjacent to the Woden Town centre. They always put
on a good show, plus there is always something new to see in Canberra.
In the wash up from NORPEX 2015, our Society will be aiming to hold a National Exhibition during the second
half of 2018 which will coincide with the 100th anniversary of the Newcastle Philatelic Society. No doubt you will
hear more about this in due course.
It is again that time of year that I need to start compiling the 2016-17 syllabus. Can you please advise of
displays that you may be interested in seeing, or more importantly your material that you would like to display.
Let me know at one of our meetings or by email moore.john@optusnet.com.au .
- John Moore, Secretary -1-
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***********************************************************************
A PIECE FROM THE PRESIDENT, February 2016

Greetings to all. I hope you don’t mind, I thought I would illustrate this with a North Borneo cover addressed to Birmingham.
The subject matter of this 1951 cover is self-explanatory. Sadly, the iconic Land Rover has now come to an end and shows
that we live in an ever changing world, in which our new year 2016 will be no exception.

Having said that, I do not foresee any major changes in our Society. We commenced the year successfully at our new
venue Mayfield Senior Citizen Centre on Hanbury Street, albeit with different acoustics and some risk factors that need
to be allowed for in heavy rains. Thank you again for the assistance by those who put in the necessary legwork to secure
this venue. Thank you also to our new catering guru Roger (and Ed’s buns) who has filled the enormous void left by Don.
Please note that the next Society Auction will be held on March 24th and NOT February 25th.

My advance apologies also for my absence at our February evening meeting. My impending retirement from the sea has
been put on hold until later in the year.

Back to the cover; sadly, the letter is missing and thus we can only guess as to the content. As a rugged (and not the most
comfortable) 4-wheel drive vehicle it had no peers. I wish you all the best for 2016!
- Tony Walker, President -

New Meeting Venue
Below is the entrance to the Mayfield Senior Citizens Hall. On the right is a layout
of the streets and car parks adjacent to the venue., also shows the old meeting venue
further to the south down Hanbury street

CANBERRA STAMP SHOW
18th -20th MARCH
HELLENIC CLUB OF CANBERRA
MATILDA STREET, WODEN
Friday 18 March 10am-6pm
Saturday 19 March 10am-6pm
Sunday 20 March 10am-3pm
32 dealers
Phone Darryl Fuller 0417 672 543
Web www.canberrastamps.org

** Frustration is trying to find your glasses
without your glasses.
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SIERRA LEONE, KING GEORGE VI – THE STAMPS AND USAGE

- the display by GEOFF KELLOW (Sydney), Thursday 12th November 2015
I was excited when I saw it – a postmark “BO”! Was it one of the FEW
two-letter placenames in the world ?? Geoff explained that it was an
abbreviation of “Branch Office”, a suburb in Freetown, not the name of
the place at all !
Geoff’s interest is mostly in the airmails of this typical African British
colony. Disrupted by World War 2, early airmails were truncated at
Morocco, but unlogged flights into the Belgian Congo carried military
equipment, and also took some mail. Postage rate for an individual flight
was charged for the odd flight. One cover in the display had a cachet
“First Airmail from Sierra Leone, 23rd June 1938” – all the mail carried on the flight received the cachet.
Another cover was from the crash of a BOAC flying boat, 17th July 1943.
King George VI registered envelopes are quite common. Introduced in 1920, every village had its own
boxed registration marking – 150 of them – and some are still used. Registered items were handstamped
with rubber stamp labels, and smaller post offices are generally scarcer.
During World War 2, unusual waxed censor seals were used, such as Censor 1 and Censor 3 to registered
letters – but there are very few examples. QQ2 was the censorship code for the region. Ship markings
were also in Geoff’s display.
Mis-sent and Underpaid and Return-to-Sender mail included covers with charges in “Gold Centimes”
handstamped in the early 1920’s, “Missent to Sierra Leone” in May 1945, and “Insufficiently prepaid for
Air Transmission” handstamps in 1947-1950.
And there was a ½d. special rate for Christmas cards !

*******************************************
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SOUTH AFRICAN ARCHITECTURE SERIES – THE STAMPS AND USAGE
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- the display by DAVID COLLYER (Sydney), Thursday 10th December 2015

David last showed this display in Taipei in April 2015, where it won a Vermeil award. The design subjects
were government and historic buildings within the Republic of South Africa, the issue
date being 2nd April 1982.
It was a detailed study of the series’ plates, printings, perforations
by different methods, obscure dots and printing flaws. It displayed
the philatelic materials issued, rather than the proofs, artwork,
etc. Printed by lithography and recess printing, on a “rechromed”
Giori 841 press, the inscriptions were in English and Africaans,
and used reduced-size dies and original dies.
One highlight was a cachet “Posted in Durban’s Oldest Working
Postbox”. Other highlights were the Natal Flood Disaster overprints
– VLOE DRAMP NATAL, and the date 16-10-1987.
But the varieties were all there – thin figures, thickened figures,
broken verandah post on the 15c, white dot on pine on the 6c, a
broken drain pipe, dot on the left side of the pool on the 2c, break
in the grass, bird in the sky (another dot) ….
The 8c stamp went to three printings, totalling 200 million.
The coil stamps were issued later in 1982, and David had the 5c
and 10c brown coils in the display.
The postmarks were interesting – Bethlehem, Parliament Cape
Town, and a humdinger – NTOKOZWENI … !
Interesting !!

***************************************************
A simplified catalogue listing of the postage stamps of LAS BELA STATE would be limited to just two items.
This erstwhile Indian Feudatory state was a stamp-issuing entity for just 11 years from 1897 until 1907. The
State of Las Bela was located in Baluchistan along the Arabian Sea coastline just west of Karachi in what is
today Pakistan. The capital of Bela is located inland north of Karachi. The major sea port is Ormara.
LAS BELA certainly was not one of India's major states. The state was established in 1742 by a Moslem family with roots in the Arabian Peninsula. They used the title of Jam which is the equivalent of Sultan or King.
The 1931 census indicated that the state had a population of some 63,000. Las Bela enjoys (?) a very hot
desert-like climate.
The British got involved in Las Bela in the 1840s and later had to deploy a force on the Las Bela-Sind border
to maintain peace and security. Rather amazingly, Las Bela and the other Baluchistan states existed until
1955 ! The ruling families still seem to be deeply involved in Pakistani politics, occasionally holding important
positions in government.
In 1896, Jam Kamal Khan ascended to the throne of LAS BELA. Half-anna postage stamps went on sale the following year. The design was closely based on
that of the 1 anna receipt stamps which had been introduced in 1890.
The first issue was printed in black on thick white paper and perforated. This
stamp saw heavy use and new printings had to be ordered at regular intervals.
The paper used was slightly coloured, making for additional catalogue varieties.
In 1901 it was decided to add a 1 anna value in a different design. In order to
avoid confusion this stamp was printed in black on orange paper.
In 1904 there were additional printings of the ½ -anna stamp. This time the
stamps were printed wider apart which is very helpful in determining where they
belong. They were printed on pale green or pale blue paper. The perforation is
sometimes quite rough making it somewhat difficult to measure it correctly. This holds true for most of the earlier issues as well.
The SG British Empire catalogue lists 12 different stamps for LAS BELA noting a handful of very costly varieties. The stamps must
have been extensively used as used copies are more common than mint. It is very difficult to locate used copies with clear and legible
postmarks. Most are rather smudgy.
On 31 March 1907 the use of local stamps ceased in LAS BELA State and thus ended a most interesting period in Indian postal history.
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SIX PAGES FROM EACH MEMBER

- the display on Thursday 14th January 2016
Thirteen members displayed their six pages on this wet, stormy night in our new meeting
venue – the Mayfield Senior Citizens’ Centre :
CAROL DAVIS – Novelty Letter Boxes, mostly on stamps from New Zealand;
RON DAVIS – Very Obscure Hardly-Ever-Heard-of Countries – Bolivar, Mosul, Kouang Tcheou,
Bangkok, Jammu , and New Granada;
BERNIE DOHERTY – Parcel Post Labels to and within Australia – parcel number labels, gift
parcels, a Myers label, Security Post, and parcel tags;
ROGER EGGLETON – United Kingdom Parcel Post Labels, 1883 -1887 – Post Office labels for
inland parcels;
WARREN OLIVER – 1897 N.S.W. Charity Stamps, both the 1/- and the 2/6d;
JOHN HILL – National Currency Overprints of China, 1945-1948 – printed by the Puppet
Government in Peking, including overprints for airmail;
ANNA HILL – Icons on Stamps – stylised religious images, from Yugoslavia, Poland, Russia
and Hungary. She had two actual icons with her. An icon must show eyes, ears and lips.
GREG LAIDLER – Newcastle Show Labels issued for 20 Years – 1953-1978, but they had
no dates on them. Some were on cover, and so were identifiable. Inscribed “Come to
Newcastle for Show Week” in different colours;
DON CATTERALL – Queensland Impressed Duty Stamps of 1894, 1d to £500 – blocks of
similar stamps of different denominations were in different colours – red, brown, mauve,
blue, purple, green and dark brown;
DON RUTHERFORD – Swedish Railway Cancels and Military Mail;
JOHN MOORE – Papua perforated and printed O.S. – the Lakatoi is John’s favourite
design;
TONY WALKER – German Occupation of Guernsey, including advice cards, a
Sept. 1940 message form, civilian Feldpost mail to German-occupied France,
and a radio message written on the back of an envelope;
ROGER EGGLETON (2nd display) – The new Priority Postage Label on 4th
January 2016 covers – first day of issue !
*********************************************

PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC PHILATELY
One of the loftiest objectives of a philatelic society is to promote Public Philately, in all its aspects. Public
Philately is the promotion of philately through activities open to the public. This includes events specifically
intended to promote public awareness and appreciation of philately, as well as activities seeking to stimulate
interest in stamp collecting and to attract new people to the hobby of stamp collecting.
NORPEX 2015 was an excellent contribution to Public Philately by our Society, and we can all share in
the satisfaction of having created a quality event supporting our hobby and promoting it to the general public.
Following this event, it was decided at the November meeting of the NPS Committee that it would contribute to
our objectives if in our monthly meetings we take a few moments to recognise members who exhibit or display
outside our own Society. This policy was formulated as follows:
Members who have recently entered a future exhibition, or had an exhibition entry judged, or have displayed
at another club or society, shall have their participation in public philately recognised within our own Society by
reporting the basic details in the business session of our monthly meetings.
Not everyone chooses to exhibit or display outside our Society, but it is appropriate to recognise and
appreciate the efforts of those who do.
—R.B.E.
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THE SOCIETY’S CHRISTMAS GET-TOGETHER, Friday 27th November 2015
The number of people attending the 2015 Christmas Party at Don Catterall’s place in November were asked to talk about an item
they had brought along - 17 people did. It was nice seeing some of the crafts which the wives brought along.
GORDON GIBBONS had a plaque presented to his father, Corporal W.R.Gibbons, in 1944-45 by the Mayor of the Greater City
of Newcastle.
HOWARD BRIDGMAN collects dragons – on flags, figurines, short stories, etc. – Chinese, Japanese, Welsh and Swiss.
DIANA BRIDGMAN had a hand-made sampler quilt, 25 panels 5 x 5 inches, which included baskets, crossroads, log cabin,
ships, shoofly and North Star.
JOHN HILL brought along a present from a Hollywood film star – a book from Deborah Kerr, written by Kirk Douglas.
BERNIE DOHERTY had some information on the Mayfield Senior Citizens Club – our new meeting venue – and about a small
hall in Valencia Street, Mayfield.
KEVIN SIMKUS told us about a Senior Citizen from Toukley who sorts out used stamps.
DON CATTERALL’s Great-grandmother brought up 6 kids from the early 1890’s, her husband being a stevedore working for a
big distributor in Cornwall. He had a citation to his Uncle Tom Catterall which came through the mail in 1954.
GREG LAIDLER has written a book on the $2 Paintings stamp, chosen because there is so much wrong with it – 104 different
varieties with long streaks through to fly specks.
ANNA HILL collects lots of things – drinking coasters, iridescent beads from South Africa, Japanese artwork, birds based on
stamps, computer mother boards turned into art. She told a story about Bunnykins plates.
ROGER EGGLETON wore a tee-shirt with American Indian Hill-tribe artwork on it.
HAROLD FRANKS was a morse-code operator in the GPO in Sydney for 13 years, and had brought a morse-code key unit with
him. U.S.A.had the code in 1843. Australia had got morse-code in 1855, and by 1870 the whole of Australia was connected and
the first undersea cable was sent from Darwin. In 1962, the final morse message was sent from Sydney GPO.
JIM MACDOUGALL had some things from his father’s bookcase published in 1917, describing the disaster of the Halifax
(Nova Scotia) explosion. On 6th December 1917, a convoy was gathering. The freighter Mont Blanc, loaded with ammunition
and explosives, ran into a Belgian freighter. The resulting explosion was the largest before the atomic bomb, with 2000 dead and
9000 injured. It flattened the northern half of Halifax, and led to its redevelopment on modern principles.
JEAN EGGLETON was still working on a piece of creative needlework. She explained different fabrics and techniques, and
has done 83,000 cross stiches for her “major life’s work” called “White Tigers”.
MARGARET ASHFORD-MACDOUGALL had a commemorative folder and stamps of Charles Kingsford Smith, a letter
from him, and a photo of her mother with the Southern Cross Midget plane. They had fond memories of Smithy and the Southern
Cross.
MARGARET CATTERALL’s ancestors arrived here before 1856, on the English “Bassorah Merchant” in 1839 – a tailor,
needlewoman and 3 kids, plus a niece and nephew. A 141-day voyage, with divine services, exercises, no dancing, no players of
instruments, but they did do vocal concerts.
CAROL DAVIS displayed a video of a 150 foot long xylophone set up in a Japanese woodland for a phone advertisement, set at
an angle of 12 degrees, with metal balls rolling down a series of steps onto over 800 wooden slats, playing a well-known piece “Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring”.
RON DAVIS had a piece of Jurassic limestone from the entrance to a cave on Gibraltar and a postcard showing the site, sent to
him by Anna and John Hill whilst on an overseas trip in 2014.
**********************************
LIFE IN AMERICA
*** Kathleen Robertson of Austin, Texas was awarded $80,000 by a jury of her peers after breaking her ankle tripping
over a toddler who was running inside a furniture store. The store owners were understandably surprised by the
verdict, considering the running toddler was her own son.
*** Carl Truman, 19, of Los Angeles, California, won $74,000 plus medical expenses when his neighbor ran over his
hand with a Honda Accord. Truman apparently didn’t notice there was someone at the wheel of the car when he was
trying to steal his neighbor’s hubcaps.
*** Terrence Dickson, of Bristol, Pennsylvania, was leaving a house he had just burglarized by way of the garage.
Unfortunately for Dickson, the automatic garage door opener malfunctioned and he could not get the garage door to
open. Worse, he couldn’t re-enter the house because the door connecting the garage to the house locked when Dickson
pulled it shut. Forced to sit for EIGHT days, and survive on a case of Pepsi and a large bag of dry dog food, he sued
the homeowners’ insurance company claiming undue mental anguish. Amazingly, the jury said the insurance company
must pay Dickson $500,000 for his anguish !!

–
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THE NEWCASTLE DAYTIME MEETINGS,
at Studio 48, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,

at 10 a.m. on the THIRD Wednesday of each month (except December).

SOUTH AFRICAN POSTAGE DUES

—

,

Bernie Doherty Wednesday 18 November 2015

It was interesting that we had Bernie’s S.A. Postage Due display and David Collyer’s South African
Architecture Series display within three weeks of one another.
Bernie acquired the Postage Dues from the late Don Cox’s estate. Then he found that there were no
South African Postal rates available, so he undertook to research them. Postage Due rates did not
have to be paid by black South Africans – they only applied to white South Africans.
The first S.A. Postage dues were 1914-1922. Previously Transvaal Stamp Duties were used for all
states. From 1914 to 1975, the stamps were printed using two plates, one for the value and one for the
frame. 1932-1934 saw a change from flat plate to rotary printing, and 1934-1940 they were printed
entirely by rotogravure process.
Following
reduced sizes because of paper shortage during
WW2 (in triples, rouletted between), normal sizes
resumed in 1948.
The first decimal issue in May 1961 was by
rotogravure, then a couple of reprints. There was
a further series in December 1967, and in March
1972 there was a complete re-design.

PICTORIAL POSTCARDS – Don Catterall, Wednesday 20th January 2016
Don has been a “part-time dealer” in postcards for many years, and has a “collection” of thousands and
thousands of cards. His display was divided into several subjects – mostly of a historic nature.
1. The BATTLE OF WATERLOO – 18th June 1815, the 100th Anniversary was last year. France versus
Great Britain – they had never fought each other before – their first battle was at Waterloo.
2. AUSTRALIAN TRAMS – steam trams, horse-drawn trams, electric trams, including the “toast-rack”.
3. FOREIGN TRAMS - The “most southern electric tram in the world” is at Invercargill, New Zealand.
4. BRITISH PASSENGER LINERS – Most of the photos of the “Titanic” are actually of its sister ship,
the “Olympic”, which was exactly the same apart from the top deck. The sinking of the “Lusitania”
brought U.S.A. into World War 2. Then there was Queen Mary, the Gothic, and the immigrant ship,
the Orion.
5. U.S. NAVY – THE BATTLE OF MANILA BAY, 1st May 1888 – the U.S.A. attacked Cuba and sank every
Spanish galleon, and then attacked other Spanish colonies. 1862 saw the first encounter between
two armoured warships – the “Monitor” and the “Virginia”, in the American Civil War. 1908 saw the
visit of the “Great White Fleet” all over the world, including Australia. In fact, only the outside of
the hulls were painted white – the rest of the ship was mostly grey. And 7th December 1941 saw the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour – another factor bringing the U.S.A. into World War 2.
6. SAUCY POSTCARDS - Britain had and has a massive number of these postcards circulating around
the holiday and sea-side areas. Don only had one folder of them, some of which were crafted by
Donald McGill, the “King of Saucy Postcards” (1875-1962).

** The irony of life is that, by the time you're old enough to know your way around, you're not able to go anywhere.

Newcastle Philatelic Society Newsletter, February 2016

–

8

–

VIEWS FROM NOBBYS

NEWCASTLE SOCIETY visit to MAITLAND STAMP CLUB – CHRISTMAS 2015
Newcastle Philatelic Society had quite a good turnout of members at the Maitland Stamp Club on 14th
December 2015 Christmas gathering, Dual Society members Mark Saxby, John Lavender, and Bob
Glendenning contributed to the displays with favourite collecting items. Kevin Simkus came along to boost
the numbers, fraternise and enjoy the interesting items shown, such as :Ed Burnard - recent GB issues.
Don Catterall - selected post cards depicting Famous People.
Bernard Doherty had a selection of Gibraltar KGVI stamp on cover, with differing postmarks; as well
as two larger items with UK hi-value postage due stamps.
Roger Eggleton - High value UK Parcel Tags used to transfer currency between banks. He made
mention of the Biggs train robbery.
Gordon Gibbons - general post cards.
Anna Hill - photos of John Hill climbing to the highest peak on Christmas Island, and his journey back
in a police paddy wagon. When asked where he should be delivered to, the answer was, of course, “The
Post Office”.
John Hill had stamps from the Christmas Island crab migration series he purchased on his arrival at
the Post Office.
Jim McDougall highlighted some provincial Canada items.
Stephen Morris George V printings.
Don Rutherford - a mixture of envelopes franked with advertising tags from peel & stick stamp rolls.
Tony Walker brought along a Japanese stamp album of WWII North Borneo Postage stamps.

************************************************

*** Mrs Merv Grazinski, of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, purchased a new 32-foot Winnebago motor home. On her first trip home, from
an Oklahoma Union football game, having driven on to the freeway, she set the cruise control at 70 mph and calmly left the driver's
seat to go to the back of the Winnebago to make herself a sandwich. Not surprisingly, the motor home left the freeway, crashed and
overturned. Also not surprisingly, Mrs Grazinski sued Winnebago for not putting in the owner's manual that she couldn't actually leave
the driver's seat while the cruise control was set. The Oklahoma jury awarded her – believe it or not - $1,750,000 !!, PLUS a new motor home. Winnebago actually changed their manuals as a result of this suit, just in case Mrs. Grazinski has any relatives who might
also buy a motor home.
*** No matter how much you push the envelope, it will still be stationery
*** Jerry Williams, of Little Rock, Arkansas, was awarded $14,500 plus medical expenses after being bitten on the backside by his next
door neighbor’s beagle - even though the beagle was on a chain in its owner’s fenced yard. Williams did not get as much as he asked
for because the jury believed the beagle might have been provoked at the time of the backside bite because Williams had climbed over
the fence into the yard and repeatedly shot the dog with a pellet gun !!

*** Albert Einstein could not speak fluently when he was 9-years-old, and his parents thought he might be retarded.

