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WHAT’S ON IN YOUR SOCIETY
THE NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETS 7.30pm SECOND THURSDAY of EACH MONTH
MAYFIELD SENIOR CITIZENS HALL, cnr, PACIFIC HWY & HANBURY STREET , MAYFIELD AND
EACH THIRD WEDNESDAY AT 10.00 a.m. AT STUDIO 48, 48 MACKIE AVENUE, NEW LAMBTON.
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME

DATES

DETAILS

Thurs 9 May 2019

Display by John Moore– “COCONUT - THE PALM OF LIFE”.

Wed. 15 May 2019

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Display by Members– “SIX PAGES PER PERSON”.

Sun. 19 May 2019

WALLSEND STAMP FAIR.

Thurs 23 May 2019

STAMP AUCTION NIGHT (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

Thurs 13 June 2019

Don Catterall “PHILATELIC QUIZ”

Sun. 16 June 2019

WALLSEND STAMP FAIR.

Wed. 19 June 2019

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Display by Ron Davis– “BOUNCING AROUND THE BALTIC”

Thurs. 11 July 2019

Display by Greg Laidler “AUSTRALIAN SLOGAN CANCELS’

Wed. 17 July 2019

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Display by Ed Burnard - “THURN AND TAXIS, AND WURRTEMBERG”

Thursday 18 July 2019

SWAP and SALE From from 6.30pm, (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

Sun. 21 July 2019

WALLSEND STAMP FAIR.

Thurs 8 Aug 2019

Annual General Meeting, Annual Competition and Awards Night

Sun. 18 Aug 2019

WALLSEND STAMP FAIR.

Wed. 21 Aug 2019

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Display by John Hill – “HISTORY of the 20th CENTURY on COVERS”

Thurs 12 Sept 2019
Sun 15 Sept 2019
Wed 18 Sept 2019
Thurs 19 Sept 2019

Display by Ron Davis - “PADDLING AROUND the NORTHERN PACIFIC
WALLSEND STAMP FAIR.
Display by Howard Bridgman “THE BRIDGMAN FAMILY HISTORY - WW2 & Eastern Asia’
AUCTION NIGNT From from 6.30pm, (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

LONDON 2020 WORLD EXHIBITION WILL BE AN EIGHT-DAY EXTRAVAGANZA
If you are going to England next year, this may well be of interest :
Details have been confirmed of the London 2020 World Stamp Exhibition, the latest in
a long British tradition of hosting major international events at 10-year intervals.
Granted patronage by the Federation Internationale de Philatelie, and by the Queen,
the eight-day exhibition will be held from Saturday May 2 to Saturday May 9 next year,
at the Business Design Centre in Islington.
The competitive element will comprise 2,750 frames of material in the championship,
traditional, postal history, aerophilately, revenue, postal stationery, thematic,
literature, open, modern, picture postcard and youth classes, with entries expected
from collectors in more than 60 countries.
As at London 2010, there will be a changeo ver of the material on display at the end of
the fourth day, to enable everything to be shown in the limited space available.
For
further details, visit 			
www.london2020.co.uk.
				
(www.stampmagazine.co.uk FEBRUARY 2019)
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THE PRESIDENT’S PIECE, MAY 2019

Next month marks our 101st birthday. In our Centenary year we hosted a successful national Exhibition
and got our name recognised across Australia. Our active membership participation has increased, which is
due to many members doing extraordinary things. Roger and his team supply a hot drink and biscuits after our
monthly meeting, Don organises a highly successful auction, we now have a silent auction each meeting, there
is a range of magazines, catalogues and newsletters for members to borrow. At the daytime meetings, Anna,
Carol, Val and others supply the morning tea. This is a wonderful effort, and thank you to everyone involved
(even if I didn’t mention you by name).
Our new year starts in August, and I would encourage everyone to consider an active role in the Society. This
could be showing a display at a monthly or daytime meeting, sharing a table at the Swap and Sale Night, or
taking on a role on the committee. Outside of our Society, you could enter an exhibit in an exhibition, or publish
some research on something you collect. This is what Roger Eggleton did – he published his research on the
Newcastle Show labels. Congratulations!
The numbers of members attending our meetings has increased this year. Monthly night meetings are well
attended. Members attending the daytime meetings have increased in recent months, and we may have outgrown
Sandra’s home. Last meeting there were 16 present, and some regulars were away on trips. This is an issue we
need to sort out in the coming months.
Welcome to our new members, Lorna, Guy, Ross, and Peter - although some of these members are simply
renewing their interest in stamps and collecting.
- Greg Laidler, President -

********************************************************
AUCTION REPORT. FEBRUARY 2019.
This Auction went well. A really good crowd came along and 42 bidders were on the sheet. Quite a few new faces
appeared and we hope to see more of them in the future.
24 vendors provided the 400 lots on offer, and of these 209 sold giving a realisation of 52 % which is excellent. Total
sales realised $2045 and the Society received a fair lump of this from material donated to us by the late Gordon
Shearer.
Highest sale of the night was $70 for a British Commonwealth collection on Hagner pages. Next came $60 paid for
a stationary UV light. Two lots each sold for $50 and these were a 2d Sydney Views and an early PNG collection
full of Lakatois and NWPI etc. $45 was paid for an Australian Pre-decimal collection worth many times that, and
the same amount for a fine stockbook with lots of world sets. $36 bought a KGV1 Bahamas collection, whilst at $30
went half a dozen sales. These included two Tasmanian Chalons, a GB twopenny blue perf 16, an 8 shillings KEVIII
Gibraltar Specimen and a beautiful stockbook full of Italian issues. It was a good night for both sellers and buyers,
with bargains galore and many good disposals.
Our thanks as always to the auctioneer and to the organising team who had a very busy night. Thanks also to the
vendors and buyers who make it all possible. Hope to see you at our next auction on May 23rd.
Don Catterall, Auction Convenor, phone 4943 5639.

************************************************
THE SECRETARY’S SNIPPETS, MAY 2019
Members are reminded that the Sydney Stamp and Coin Expo will be held in the Johnny
Warren Indoor Sports Centre, Hurstville, from 13 to 16 June. So far 35 traders have
booked stands, which is 7 or so more that we had at the Newcastle 2018 exhibition.
There will be a great range of exhibits on display from most exhibition classes. In
all 767 frames of exhibits from Exhibitors in Australia, New Zealand and India will be
worth spending a few hours of viewing time. For more information-visit their website
– Google “Sydney Stamp and Coin Expo”..
- John Moore, Secretary *******************
*** More floppy-eared dogs than pointy-eared dogs are being deployed at United States airports to sniff
out explosives in public areas. David Pekoske, of the Transport Security Administration, said the agency
believed dogs with floppy ears were less intimidating to travelers than dogs with pointy ears.
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1935 NEW ZEALAND PICTORIAL ISSUE

Display by Lionel Savins, Sydney – Thursday 14th February 2019

Newcastle Philatelic Society collector John Hill said that he had seen this collection “quite a few years
ago”, and that it had been “greatly improved” since. The five unique die-proof sheets from De la Rue
were quite the highlight of the display. The die-proof sheets had become available when De la Rue
disposed of their archives some years ago.
The 8-frame display (148 sheets) was spread out over the meeting tables, in lieu of the usual passing
around the meeting members – which was quite a good thing, considering the size of the Large-Gold
winning display.
In 1931, a competition was held to obtain designs for the series – nine people submitted acceptable
designs. All values, except for the 9d. Maori Carving, were recess printed by De la Rue and Co until
1941, when for a while the printing was done by Waterlow and Sons because of damage caused by
enemy action to the De la Rue plant. In September 1940, De la Rue had set up a dual printing set,
but this was destroyed by fire in the Blitz, 29th March 1941.
14 stamps were issued – 13 printed in recess, and one in photogravure, one being printed twice.
The 9d. Carving stamp was first surface printed by
De la Rue and Co., and later by the Government
Printing Office from plates prepared in Dunedin by
Coulls, Somerville and Wilkie – after the blitz.
Paper was scarce, and stamps had to go through
Paper Control. Originally paper was 30% rag (mostly
from Libya and Egypt), and 70% Esparto, but later
it became 45% Esparto, 25% wood pulp, and 30% rag – which
was more yellow than previously.
The bulk of the printing of the 4d. black and sepia Mitre Peak
was destroyed in the blitz fire. De la Rue had shipped 2000
sheets from Great Britain to New Zealand on 28th February
1941 – prior to the fire – hence it is the scarcest of the
pictorials. The bulk of this supply was overprinted for official use by 1941.
And 6000 sheets of the 2d. orange Wharewhakairo Maori Hut stamp were
lost when the “Norfolk” was torpedoed on its way to New Zealand.
Once you get past the standard postage rate, the stamps are hard to find –
especially the 1/-, 2/- and 3/-.
There were considerable changes in the perforations during the 12 years
of the issue. In 1938, the 1½d. stamp disappeared, and in 1941, the 3d.
disappeared. In 1947, the last of the issues appeared, and the King George
VI series was used.
**********************************

SEA ICE HITS RECORD LOW
SEA ice around Antarctica has shrunk to the smallest annual extent on record after years of resisting a trend of man-made
global warming, preliminary US satellite data shows. Ice floating around the frozen continent usually melts to its smallest for
the year around the end of February before expanding again as the autumn chill sets in.

Newcastle Herald, 16 Feb 2017

*** The best thing about the future is that it only comes one day at a time.

- Abraham Lincoln.

Newcastle Philatelic Society Newsletter, May 2019

–

4

–

VIEWS FROM NOBBYS

***********************************************************************
FEDERATED MALAY STATES –
Display by JEFF NEWMAN, Sydney, 14th March 2019

The Federated Malay States was a British Protectorate in South East Asia, comprising the
States of Negri Sembilan (incorporating Sungei Ujong), Pahang, Perak and Selangor.
Constituted on 1st July 1886, in 1900, stamps of NEGRI SEMBILAN were overprinted
“FEDERATED MALAY STATES” and a bar. Later in 1900, stamps of PERAK were overprinted
“FEDERAL MALAY STATES” and bar. And again, later in 1900, the States issued stamps in
their own name. In 1936, separate issues for each of the States appeared. Prior to 1878,
Straits Settlements stamps were used.
In 1943, Jeff was given a stamp album, and began to collect World
stamps. He began to collect the British Empire, and then, in 1952, the
Eastern part of the world ….
The Federated Malay States existed until the formation
of the Federation of Malaya in 1948. The area was
occupied by Japan during WWII. It became part of
the independent country of Malaysia in 1963. Their
stamps included the famous “Leaping Tiger” design in
use from 1901 to the 1930’s. Apart from the initial
overprints on Negri Sembilan and Perak stamps (also
depicting the head of a tiger), the only other stamp
design features a group of elephants.
The tiger and elephant designs were used for 35
years.
SUNGEI UJONG was a powerful state, which produced
stamps from 1878 to 1895, when it became part of the
larger Negri Sembilan. The stamps were “Tiger coming out
of the jungle” design.
PERAK had overprints on STRAITS SETTLEMENTS stamps
in 1882, depicting Queen Victoria,– and then from 18861891 the overprint – “PERAK” - was in Roman capitals,
After overprints on Straits Settlement stamps, horizontally and vertically,
in 1885-1891, SELANGOR, used the “Tiger coming out of the Jungle”
design with Selangor across the bottom from 1895-1898, and the Group
of Elephants design later, for its higher value stamps. Jeff’s display had
$2 and $5 green, and green & red elephants.
There was a shortage of 2c and 3c stamps in PAHANG
in 1897, so the 5c was bisected, and initialled by the
District Officer, J.F.Owen.
NEGRI SEMBILAN was abbreviated to N.SEMBILAN in
the box at the bottom of the 1895-1899 Tiger’s Head
stamps.
Jeff had included “J” overprints (Judicial, used in the
Magistrate’s Court, Kuala Lumpur) on Selangor stamps,
and P.G.S. (Perak Government Service) on Perak stamps
in his very comprehensive display.
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POPULAR CHOICE COMPETITION – SOMETHING PHILATELIC
STARTING WITH THE LETTER “A” : Thursday 11th April 2019
We had twelve entries in the competition – a nice number – and as usual they covered a wide range
of subjects. The subject “Australia” was banned.
ROSS ZIMMERMAN had “Fairy Tales of Hans
Christian Andersen” – a display apparently
owned by his wife – a very unusual topic;
GREG LAIDLER – “The Association of Apex
Clubs in Australia” – Greg was previously an
Apex Club member;
DON CATTERALL – Armidale Postcards – “a
beautiful modern city”, but his display was
historic – mostly older buildings and scenes;
RON DAVIS - “The Arabian Peninsula” - a
collection of Arab States;
RON DAVIS – “Abnormal Atlantic Ocean
Islands” – a collection of slightly weirder
Atlantic islands – part of Ron’s “Hardly Ever
Heard Of” collection;
DON RUTHERFORD – “Airmail Routes in the U.S.A.” – covers from
the U.S.A. at different times;
RUSSELL GODDARD – “Aboriginal Australia” – Aboriginal themes,
and Australian banknotes for the Bi-Centenary showing an Aborigine;
RUSSELL GODDARD – “Airmail Cachets of Canada”.
There were two equal THIRD PLACES :
GORDON GIBBONS – “A is for Airplane and A is for Aero” – a series of
Airmail covers, five of which were flown, one not.
RUSSELL GODDARD – “The Air Mails of Canada and
Newfoundland” – Russell bought an auction lot for a small sum,
then decided he needed a catalogue, and had to pay $140 plus $50
postage to get it !
SECOND PLACE went to :
CAROL DAVIS – “American Indians” – she made quite an effort to
interest children (‘cowboys’ and ‘indians’). Although there weren’t
any cowboys in her display, mainly Indian chiefs.
And FIRST PLACE was won by :
JOHN PUGSLEY – “Ambulances of the Boer War 1899 - 1902”.
His entry had been seen before in London, and everyone had
admired it. John had gained First Place “by miles” in the voting.

A GROUP of police officers in Argentina have been fired after claiming
more than half a tonne of missing cannabis was eaten by mice. The
Guardian reports that officials went to inspect the evidence at a ware
house, but found 540 kilograms missing. Authorities said the mice
would not have been able to consume that amount of evidence.

*** ARABIC NUMERALS are not Arabic. Hindu scholars were the first to use them.
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Iceland marks 100 years of independence

Iceland has issued two hexagonal stamps to celebrate the centenary of its independence.
The self-adhesive designs, meeting the domestic postage
rates for priority and non-priority mail, illustrate the
national flag flying over the Parliament and Government
House in Reykjavik.
A treaty of July 1918 gave the country control over its
internal affairs, while Denmark remained in charge of
international relations. The two countries shared the same
monarch, with the King of Denmark becoming separately
the King of Iceland.
The 1918 Act of Union was set aside in 1944, when Iceland
adopted a new constitution and declared itself a republic.
**********************************************
********

GIBBONS SECURES NEW INVESTMENT

A majority stake in Stanley Gibbons has been acquired by the Phoenix UK Fund, the investment arm of the
Phoenix Asset Management group.
Phoenix has bought a 58% stake, taking on the company’s debt from the Royal Bank of Scotland and giving it
an injection of funds to aid the restructuring programme which was started in 2016.
‘We look forward to helping the company rebuild and fulfil its potential as a truly great business, and will do so
with a long-term approach,’ its official announcement said.
The fund also has a stake in the model railway retailer Hornby.
***************************************************

ARE MATCHBOX LABELS CINDERELLA STAMPS?
This question raises some general definition and classification topics worth consider-ing. What is a poster stamp, or more
generally, what is a cinderella stamp? Indeed, what is a stamp?
A matchbox label was intended as a miniature poster, advertising the product and the manufacturer. It was intended to be
conveyed to its destination (the match user) by adhering to a surface (the matchbox). Typically matchbox labels were about
50mm x 35mm, the size of a fairly large stamp. Many showed colourful thematic subjects, such as athletes or ships. They
were often designed to appeal to people’s collecting instincts. There is even a special name for collectors of matchbox
labels: philumenists.
In the national exhibition hosted by Newcastle Philatelic Society in May 2018 (to celebrate our Centenary), there was
a marvellous one-frame display of matchbox labels, including uncut sheets, printer’s proofs, and so on — it was not a
competitive display, but it was a real eyeopener. I think many would have been surprised to see such an exhibit in a
philatelic exhibition.
If a matchbox label had perforated edges would you regard it as a cinderella stamp, or more specifically, a poster stamp? But,
you object, matchbox labels were not perforated, they were guillotined. Well, the famous Penny Black was imperforate, as
were many other early stamps until perforating machinery was invented (and later rouletting became a popular alternative).
And aren’t miniature sheets guillotined? What if a miniature sheet contains just one “stamp”, and it’s imperforate? Does
the separation method used for matchbox labels really set them apart from “stamps”?
So, would you include matchbox labels among cinderella stamps? Why? Why not?
[I think there is no “right” answer. Different positions, if based on careful reasoning, are acceptable. Let’s respect the right
of others to reach different conclusions from our own.] — Roger B Eggleton.
*** POLICE are searching for a flasher in Hull in northern England. Police described the offender as having “a fat build”. “He has very
little chest or pubic hair, no obvious tattoos or scars, and he has what was described as a small penis with testicles that hang noticeably
low,” a police statement said. The investigation is ongoing.
*** MILLIONS o f c o c k r oac h e s a r e b e in g u s e d - in C h in a t o d e v o u r t onn e s o f f oo d s c r a p s in a n inno vat i v e f o r m o f u r b a n wa s t e
d is p os a
 l . E x pa n d in g C h in e s e c i t i e s a r e g e n e r at in g mo r e f oo d wa s t e t h a n c a n f i t in l a n d f ills . W h e n t h e c o c k r oac h e s e v e n t u a lly
d i e , t h e y a r e f e d t o p i g s a n d o t h e r li v e s t o c k a s a n u t r i t io u s p r o t e in so u r c e .

*** This Newsletter, No. 188, will be the last produced solely by Ron Davis. The new Editor will be Jim MacDougall.
Ron has been the sole Newsletter Editor for well over 17 years, from 2002, and was a Joint Editor from 1989
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THE NEWCASTLE DAYTIME MEETINGS,
at 46 Mackie Avenue (next to Studio 48), New Lambton,

at 10 a.m. on the THIRD Wednesday of each month (except December).

MISCELLANEOUS BRITISH CINDERELLAS —

display by Paul Storm (Sydney), Wednesday 20 February 2019
British Charity stamps produced in the 1900’s “were for schoolboys or rich people – the hoi
polloi could not afford them or didn’t have the time”.
There is a difference between cachets and cinderellas – cachets are impressed, usually on the
left side of the envelope, and cinderellas were stamps, printed separately and affixed usually
to the right side of the envelope.
Paul displayed a whole range of early cinderellas, ranging from 1853 to 1965. They included
revenue stamps up to £3, telegraph stamps from 1876 to 1881 up to £1, Life Insurance
Policy stamps 1853-1881 (which were quite big), the Prince of Wales Hospital Fund in 1897
(1/-, 2/6, 5/-, and 10/-), Shakespeare Memorial 1899, Christmas stamps – kept by the Post
Office for delivery at Christmas, Boer War Relief 1900, and various Stamp Exhibitions and
Shows, including the London International Stamp Exhibition 1950, and Stanley Gibbons
Catalogue Centenary Exhibition 1965. There were commercial advertising stamps – and a
whole lot more !!

A MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTION OF ONE-FRAMERS –

- a display by BERNARD DOHERTY, Wednesday 20th March 2019

Bernie’s display comprised five of his entries, or part of his entries, in
past competitions. The topics of the one-framers (15 pages) were :

1. South African Postal Cards - Part of a multi-frame display put
together after November 2000, when Bernie was in South Africa.
2. Gibraltar – King George VI period – a brief study of some of the
postmarks used on mail from Gibraltar to various countries during the
period of King George VI’s reign.
3. Post Office Maritime Issues, which covered
stamps and postmarks of ships from several world countries.;
4. Australian Post Office Money Transfer Services - An
examination of some of the money transfer services available
through the Australian Post Office. Included were Money Orders and
Travellers Cheques and some of the forms and paperwork involved
in their purchase, payment and verification of receipt of payment,
including the “not often seen” 1987 Advice of Payment of a Money
order.
5. A Postal History of Post Cards. This exhibit examined,

briefly, the evolution of postcards, and the postal regulations
from 1875 to 1939 formulated due to user practices in Australasia.

THE HISTORY OF CANADA THROUGH ITS STAMPS –

display by JIM MACDOUGALL, Wednesday 17th April, 2019

Jim stated off his display in 20,000 BC (before postage stamps!) with the first migration into North America
from Siberia, via the land bridge across Bering Strait, the first indigenous (Inuit) settlers in arctic Canada about
3000BC, and in AD 1000, the Vikings settlement in Northern Newfoundland. Then, in more recent times,
the first permanent settlement in Canada was established at Port Loyal in1605, and in 1755, the Acadians –
the French- were deported from the Island – a major event. Their land was given to England by decree, and
the Acadians were rounded up, put on ships in Nova Scotia (5000), some sent to the Caribbean, to France,
Colombia, and Louisiana (the origin of the “Cajuns”). In 1851, the Beaver stamp was issued (the first animal
stamp in the world), and, following meetings in Charlottetown and Quebec in 1864, the Dominion of Canada
was formed from colonies in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Canada in 1867. While Australia federated at
once on 1st January 1900, Canada federated as the colonies developed – Manitoba in 1870, British Columbia
in 1871, Prince Edward Island in 1873, Alberta and Saskatchewan in 1905 and Newfoundland in 1949. Jim
mentioned Britain defeating France in the Battle of Quebec, 1759, and Canada repelling the Americans in 1812.
And apparently the Inuits don’t like the term “Eskimos”.

. *** Talk is cheap, because supply exceeds demand.
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81 years old paternity case solved by used stamp

The mystery surrounding the parentage of a baby found abandoned in 1937 has been solved by a
postage stamp. DNA tests narrowed down Anthea Ring’s father to a family from Galway in the Republic
of Ireland, and then laboratory analysis of the saliva from a stamp affixed to a cover 30 years ago
confirmed his precise identity.
Mrs Ring, now 81 years old, was dubbed the “blackberry bush baby” by the newspapers of the day after
being discovered in brambles in the Sussex countryside at the age of nine months.

DID YOU KNOW?

Hotels in Iceland have signs over their bathroom sinks warning against
the boiling water which comes out of the hot tap. The country does not
need to generate energy to produce hot water, as it just pops out of the
ground.
It does come with a sulphur smell, best compared to
rotten eggs, but that is a small price to pay!

*** A dynamic speed hump that only hinders vehicles travelling above
the speed limit has been designed at the University of Newcastle. (Sun
Herald).

MUSICAL POSTBOXES OFFER FESTIVE SURPRISE

In the run-up to Christmas, Royal Mail adapted eight postboxes around the UK to play
traditional Christmas jingles, the sound of sleigh bells or a message from Father Christmas
when letters and cards were posted in them.
Besides being visibly decorated with snowflakes, they were invisibly fitted with sensors that
triggered recordings when letters were dropped inside.
Initially, from November 26, 2018, postboxes were adapted on Greenwich Promenade in
London, on Queen Street in Cardiff, on High Street in Edinburgh and on Wellington Place in
Belfast.
Later, in response to “overwhelmingly popular demand”, four more were converted on New
Street in Birmingham, on Lime Street in Liverpool, on Princess Street in Manchester and on
Queen Street in Glasgow.
Popular?? Heard said : “The last thing I want to hear is a festive jingle when I’m posting my
greetings cards. In fact, I’d walk an extra half-mile to avoid it!”

