
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Program 

Members will understand that because of Covid-19 there is still uncertainty about the meetings 

and their topics for the rest of this year.  At this point we are planning for the following topics and 

dates.  We haven’t planned an auction night or swap-and-sale, but will inform members if we do. 

 Wednesday Meetings 

19 AUG  -  GREG KORSMAN  :  Australian Air Mail : Re-enactments and Anniversaries 

16 SEP  -  DON CATTERALL  :  Postcards 

21 OCT  -  DON RUTHERFORD  :  Australian Queen Mother One Penny Stamp 

18 NOV  -  ED BURNARD  :  Great Britain, for the Last Two Years 

DEC  -   no meeting 

 Thursday Meetings 

13 AUG  -  AGM and Club Competition 

10 SEP  -  RON DAVIS  -  Ambling around the Atlantic 

8 OCT  -  TIM SCHOFIELD  -  Moreton Bay 

12 NOV  –  GREG LAIDLER  -  Slogan Commemorative Type NSW Postmarks 

10 DEC  -  JOHN MOORE  -  ‘Coconuts’ as an Open Exhibit 

  

VIEWS FROM NOBBY’S 

Newcastle Philatelic Society Newsletter 

Newcastle Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 34, Jesmond NSW 2299 
Website : www.newcastlephilatelicsociety.org.au 

August  2020   Newsletter No. 193     EDITOR: Jim MacDougall 

We meet at 2:00 on the  SECOND THURSDAY and the 2:00 on the THIRD WEDNESDAY of each 
month at MAYFIELD SENIOR CITIZENS HALL, cnr Pacific Hwy & Hanbury St, MAYFIELD 

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME 

##     PLEASE NOTE NEW NPS MEETING TIMES     ## 

Second Thursday of each month at 2:00 

Third Wednesday of each month at 2:00 

All meetings at Mayfield Senior Citizens Hall 

AGM 

Annual General Meeting 

Thursday, Aug 13 at 2:00pm 

Followed by  

Annual Club Competition 

http://www.newcastlephilatelicsociety.org.au/
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FROM THE SECRETARY 

I am sure none of us just a few months ago would have predicted that the world would be in a pandemic 

which has brought many disruptions including lockdowns and personal grief to all of us.  Having said that, 

our society has taken a cautious approach to resuming our meetings ensuring that we meet the current 

health requirements.  These regulations include social distancing of 1.5 metres and personal hygiene.  The 

layout of tables at our meetings has changed to meet the 1.5 metre requirement.  Hand sanitiser is available 

which you are required to use on entering the meeting room.  To assist in tracing should the need arise, you 

are asked to record in the attendance book your name, suburb and telephone number. 

Over the past 6 or so months many stamp clubs have not met at all, particularly in Melbourne.  In the 

meantime, various clubs and I will mention one, the Postal Stationery Society of Australia, are now holding 

virtual Zoom meetings.  So far they have had 4 meetings held where guests have displayed their collections.  

Using Zoom has allowed upward of 29 members to participate, including ‘attendees’ from New Zealand and 

England.  Another to hold a Zoom meeting in a few days’ time is the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria, this 

being their first meeting since February when I displayed, in person.  I am not suggesting that our society 

moves to Zoom meetings as I do enjoy the personal contact as I am sure many of you do. 

Do keep well and enjoy the King of Hobbies. 

        John Moore, Secretary 

 
WHERE IT ALL BEGAN: 

AUSTRALIA’S FIRST POST OFFICE  

The last issue of  Views from 

Nobby’s contained an item 

describing the beginning of the 

government-run postal service 

in Australia.  A decree by Lt. Gov. 

Foveaux in 1809 led to former 

convict Isaac Nichols being 

appointed to run the service, 

effectively making him the first 

postmaster in the country’s 

history.  Nichols arranged for all 

mail to be brought to his house 

for distribution.  Shown in this 

picture of George St. in Sydney is Nichols’ house, second from left.  Perhaps we can regard this as the first 

post office in the nation. 

The picture is one of a set of six engravings of early Sydney views made in 1829 by John Carmichael.   

(courtesy: National Library of Australia) 

Newcastle 2020 Stamp and Coin Expo postponed:  

Now planned for  Oct  22--24, 2021 

Newcastle Showground Exhibition Centre 

The President of today is just the postage stamp of tomorrow. 

      comedian Gracie Allen 
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Display:  GERMAN OCCUPATION OF GUERNSEY  –  Tony Walker 

Thurs July 8, 2020 
 

July saw the resumption of meetings after the 

Covid shutdown and an enthusiastic group of 

members attended our first one.  The wait 

was worth it, because we were treated to a 

fascinating display.  Tony’s interest came 

about because his wife’s grandfather 

immigrated from Guernsey.  Guernsey, along 

with the other Channel Islands, is part of 

Great Britain but lies very close to the north 

coast of France.  Thus when France was 

occupied by Germany at the beginning of 

WWII, it was inevitable that Guernsey would 

be also. 

The German occupation was relatively 

benign, however the regular post with Britain 

was completely stopped.  Tony’s display 

showed us how communication did take place.  Naturally a Feldpost  service 

was established by the German Army, postage-free for military mail, but 

German civilian mail had to be paid for.  German stamps were used along with 

Guernsey stamps (issued because British supplies had run out).  In addition 

there was some provision for prisoner-of-war mail. 

Starting in 1940, civilian messages normally went via a complicated message 

service provided by the Red Cross.  Incoming messages came via Switzerland, 

where they were transcribed onto Swiss forms, then France, then Jersey.  

Outgoing messages were restricted to at most 20 words, and usually only one 

per family per month.  Tony showed us many nice examples of these. 

As well as a wide variety of postal material, we saw many other items showing the conditions under which 

the locals had to live.  Ironically, these conditions got even worse after the Normandy invasion in 1945 when 

food and fuel were cut off from both Germany and Britain.  This display was full of hard-to-obtain material 

and was beautifully presented.  Many thanks to Tony for an enjoyable and educational afternoon. 

  

If you are a reader of the Sydney Morning Herald, you will be aware of Column 8 with its quirky 

contributions from readers usually on obscure topics.  Recently several comments appeared 

debating the usage of ‘seas’ versus ‘oceans’.  Surely you have to ‘sail the seven seas’, and couldn’t 

possibly ‘sail the seven oceans’.  Anyway, the last word in this debate was interesting: 

Anne Stearman of Downer (ACT) asks:  Can I add one final thing re the seven seas topic?  I am sure I am 

not the only one who has fond memories of mailing off for stamps to Seven Seas in Dubbo and getting 

packets of stamps back to pore over.  Usually the poorer the country, the bigger and flashier the stamps 

were. A hobby I haven’t stuck with.   -  SMH, June 6, 2020 

Designs in connection with postage stamps and coinage may be described, 

I think, as the silent ambassadors on national taste. 

     poet William Butler Yeats 
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SIX PAGES PER MEMBER 

Wed, July 15 
 

Our Wednesday meeting was held at the new time of 2:00 PM and at the new location of the Mayfield Senior 

Citizen’s Hall.  Most members who attended brought something to show – some many more than six pages!  

As usual with these meetings, there was a remarkable variety of topics.  It made for a most enjoyable 

meeting  Following are the topics: 

Don Rutherford: Broken Hill, including the centenary, the 4¢ and cancellations from several different 

post offices.  

Greg Wells:  Australia Post’s first day covers complete with medallions – bees, dinosaurs and much more. 

Ed Burnard:  NZ Post advertising labels, designed to help them compete with private mail providers. 

Greg Laidler:  Vacuum Oil Company perfins.  They varied from office to office  Interesting postmarks too. 

Ron Davis 1:  Hutt River Principality, stamps produced by Leonard Casely who declared independence 

from Australia for his property. 

Ron Davis 2:  Hardly-ever-heard-of places – Angra and Melilla, the latter an autonomous Spanish port city 

on the north coast of Africa. 

Carol Davis:- Her entry in the Norpex 87 exhibition held in Newcastle, featuring music, painting, ballet. 

Don Catterall: - Cigarette cards (mainly cricket) but other trading cards, too – bubble gum, liquorice and 

more. 

Jim MacDougall: - WW2 patriotic covers from Canada, aimed at boosting support for the war effort. 

Roger Eggleton: - the letter ‘B’ appearing on a stamp, as an overprint, a letter rate, a sheet margin control 

and many more. 

John Edwards: - British birds and butterflies from his time living in Hemel Hempstead and in Inverness. 

 

THE CHALON HEADS 
 

Britain issued the Penny Black, its first adhesive postage stamp in 1840, less 

than three years after the 18-year-old Queen Victoria acceded to the throne.  

It became a convention that a picture of the monarch had to appear on all 

stamps.  Not the first, but the most famous effigy of Victoria is the so-called 

Chalon head.  It is taken from the full-length portrait of Victoria in her state 

robes that was painted by Alfred Edward Chalon in 1837.  Chalon was born in 

Switzerland, but lived and worked in England all his life.  He was well known 

for his portraits in the high society of London.  The 

occasion for this water-colour portrait was the first 

official public appearance of the young queen – a speech 

to the House of Lords to prorogue parliament, less than a 

month after her accession to the throne. She 

commissioned the portrait as a gift for her mother. 

The Chalon head was used on stamps of eleven British colonies, but strangely enough, never on the stamps 

of UK, which only ever showed the Queen in profile.  The various oval-shaped frames show more or less of 

the Queen’s shoulders.  The first Chalon issue was from the colony of Canada in 1851, the 12d shown here.  

It was engraved by Alfred Jones and printed by Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and Edson of New York.  In the end 

only 1450 were printed and only a small handful of mint copies exist today.  The flawless copy of this rare 

stamp shown here sold for $327,000 in 2017. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Province_of_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Province_of_Canada
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The other Canadian colonies of Nova Scotia, New 

Brunswick and Prince Edward Island followed in 1853, 

1860 and 1870 respectively.  The Nova Scotia 1d was 

designed and printed by Perkins Bacon of London, and 

the others by the American Banknote Company of New 

York.  

Two Australian states used Chalon heads.  Tasmania’s first postage stamp 

issue came in 1853, followed in 1855 by three denominations of a Chalon 

design engraved by William Humphreys and printed by Perkins, Bacon in 

London.  The first issue used the name Van Diemen’s Land, while issues from 

1858 onwards used the name Tasmania.  Numerous perforation varieties 

and colour shades of these stamps exist.  Queensland’s very first stamp 

issue in 1860 was a Chalon head design also by printed by Perkins, Bacon.  

This design was used for many denominations using many watermarks 

and many colour changes over a period of 18 years.  The picture of the 18-

year-old queen on the attractive 5-shilling stamp shown here was first 

used in 1882 when she was 63 years old.  Even more bizarrely, Queensland 

reissued the design in 1905, after the queen had been dead for four years!! 

 

New Zealand’s first stamp issue was in 1855 and was also engraved by 

Humphreys and with the first printing done by Perkins, Bacon. The design 

was used for another 18 years, with all subsequent printings in New Zealand.  

Again this resulted in a large number of colour varieties, paper types, 

perforations and plate flaws.  The Stanley Gibbons Commonwealth and Empire 

Stamps 1840-1970 lists more than 180 entries – a real goldmine for collectors 

that are so inclined. 

The only African colony to use a Chalon head design was Natal, now a 

province of South Africa.  Engraved by famous engraver Charles Jeens and 

printed by Perkins, Bacon, the first issue appeared in 1859 in three 

denominations.  They were reprinted with several different watermarks 

and a number of colour changes until 1876. 

Finally, in the West Indies were two Chalon colonies,  Bahamas and Grenada.  Governor 

Bayley of Bahamas wanted to replace the use of British stamps with stamps unique to the 

island, and proposed a round design showing their main exports, pineapples and conch shells.  

That was too complicated for Perkins, Bacon, who countered with the designs shown here for 

the colony’s first stamp issue in 1859.  These designs were finally replaced in 1884.  As with 

the other colonies, there were many varieties available 

for eager collectors.    Grenada’s first issue in 1861, shown 

here, was also engraved by Jeens and printed by Perkins, Bacon.  Three 

denominations were printed and later surcharged to make up other 

values.  The Chalons were not replaced by a new set of definitives until 

22 years later, giving lots of opportunity for varieties to arise. 

Canada used the Chalon head in 1897 for the classic Victoria jubilee issue, together with 

a picture of the mature queen engraved from a contemporary photograph.  Finally, in 

1960, Australia celebrated the centenary of Queensland’s first stamp issue.  Its attractive 

issue is really a modernised version of the original Queensland stamp  

The Chalon head stamps occupy a unique position among the stamps of the British 

Empire.  Surely focussing just on them could occupy a lifetime worth of collecting! 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Brunswick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Brunswick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colony_of_Natal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bahamas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grenada
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Sixty-Five Years of Stamp Collecting 

The Covid-19 shutdown and semi-isolation has been an ideal opportunity to revisit my entire stamp 

collection.  I began collecting when I was about 10 years old, in 1954. My father first showed me some older 

US stamps.  I was initially interested, but when I was invited to the house of the grandfather of one of my 

friends, I became hooked.  He showed me racks and files of hundreds of sheets of US stamps.  He gave me 

several 3c purple stamps. I was overjoyed. 

I subscribed to a 1c circuit system, where I could spend my pocket money on US and other stamps. Like 

every young beginner I collected stamps from all over the world.  I traded stamps with classmates at school.  

My dad took me for the first time to a stamp dealer.  I remember being somewhat overwhelmed.  

When my grandfather discovered that I collected stamps, he gave me a priceless 

gift, my Uncle’s US stamp collection.  My Uncle was killed in WWII, and I was the 

logical person to inherit his collection.  Within were some wonderful, and now 

valuable, older stamps, including the $1 Cattle in a Storm, the six first airmail issues, 

and much more.  I have treasured this collection all my life.  

There were periods of pauses to collecting stamps:  undergraduate study at Beloit College (Wisconsin); the 

University of Hawaii for a Masters Degree. I majored in Geography. The choice was indirectly influenced by 

stamps.  

During the Vietnam War years, I was assigned to Minot Air Force Base as a Missile Launch Officer.  My 

collecting became active again.  I introduced my roommate to stamps, and we bid in auctions together.  My 

stamp tour took me across the USA, to Southeast Asia, Ryukyu Islands and Japan, South America, Canada 

and lots of places in between.  In 1970 I joined the American Philatelic Society and enjoyed purchasing 

stamps from the circuits. 

In 1972 I moved to Milwaukee for PhD research.  The valuable stamps went into a bank vault, but I still 

actively collected.  I met my wife, and then introduced her to stamps.  We joined the Milwaukee Philatelic 

Society, becoming actively involved in meetings. 

After completing my PhD in 1977, I accepted a teaching position at the University of Newcastle in Australia.  

One of the two organisations we first joined was the Newcastle Philatelic Society.  We have been members 

for 43 years.  A different country and a different accent did not matter.  The joy of philately is universal. 

After I received tenure, we decided to stay permanently in Newcastle.  On my first study leave I went back 

to the US for acid rain research.  I wanted to bring my entire collection back to Australia.  I hand-carried the 

valuable stamps across the Pacific Ocean, and shipped the rest.  By this time, I decided to focus on collecting 

Pacific Ocean countries, including those surrounding the ocean, plus the islands, especially British Colonies. 

I also began to collect weather and climate on stamps.  

I became interested in Antarctica.  I was teaching environmental science, climate 

change, and air pollution.  Stamp issues for Antarctica were ideal examples.  One of 

my favourite issues is the British Antarctic Territories set which tells the story of 

the research behind understanding Antarctic “ozone hole”.  This is a unique 

depiction of air pollution and climate science.  Although I am long retired from 

University teaching, I still use Antarctic stamps to illustrate my talks for the 

University of the Third-Age.  

I also built my Japan and Ryukyu Islands collection.  I can proudly say I have the 

latter complete, including a set of maxi-cards to go with the stamp issues.  I love 

Japanese art, especially the famous woodcuts shown on the International Letter 

Writing Week Issues.   An example is shown here. 

I now must face the realities of age, and lack of interest by the younger generations.  

The thinning has begun.  Is there anything on the horizon?  Well, I love dragons, and 
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stories and movies involving dragons!  I have just discovered the American Topical Association pages for 

collecting dragons on stamps.  I am off on a new philatelic adventure! 

         - Howard Bridgman 

 

Empire Classics Canada’s issue to celebrate the 60th year of Queen Victoria’s 

reign is surely one of its classics.  These beautiful stamps were recess printed by the 

American Banknote Company in Ottawa.  The young Queen is represented by the 

familiar Chalon portrait, and the mature Queen by an engraving taken from a 

photograph by Alexander Bassano, the leading high society photographer of late 

Victorian London.  The set contained 16 values ranging from ½ cent to five dollars, 

and this generated some controversy.  No postal usage at the time cost as much as 

four dollars, so the two highest values were not needed for postal purposes.  In 

addition word got out that very small numbers of the ½ cent and six cent values 

would be printed, so that the first day of issue saw speculators trying to corner the 

market to the extent that police were needed to control the crowd of buyers.!  

Whatever the case may be, these stamps are certainly Empire classics. 

 

 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

‘Loyal customers’ received the following notification from the manager of the Wallsend South post office, 

notifying of a change in the name.  As of Aug 1 it will be called Elermore Vale Post Office, reflecting its 

location in the Elermore Vale Shopping Centre.  Apparently, they started using the new cancellation a few 

days early. 

 

 

 

 

  

Today’s Website  http://www.aape.org/  This is the site of the American Association of 

Philatelic Exhibitors, a group that aims to improve standards and encourage participation and enjoyment 

in philatelic exhibiting.  Scroll down the tabs on the left to ‘Exhibiting’ and then ‘Exhibits Online’ and you 

will find well many, many exhibits to enjoy.  Quite a few consist of one frame, but many are bigger.  Lots of 

interesting material here, plus ideas for enhancing your presentation. 

https://ausvipex2020.com,au 

http://www.aape.org/
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Coronatime Quiz  by Don Catterall 

Answers   (Please refer to the quiz questions on the 

back page of the last Newsletter) 

1 (a) Princess Alexandrina   (b) Alfred Edward Chalon   (c) 

Four; Van Diemen’s Land, Tasmania, Queensland  & 

Australian Commonwealth. 

2 (a) The White Ensign   (b) The Royal Australian Navy   (c) 

Epsilon Crucis or Ginan 

3 (a) Albert Namatjira   (b) Mount Giles   (c) McDonnell 

Ranges, NT. 

4 (a) Tasman Glacier   (b) South Island   (c) Explorer Julius 

van Haast, 1862. 

5 (a) Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race   (b) 50th Year of Event   

(c) 11 Times - 5 Yachting Pic Sets + 4 Gold Medalists + Y is 

for:+ News Headlines. 

6 (a)Votes for Women Protests   (b) Suffragist   (c) 1894 in S. 

Australia 

7 (a) Back Verandah   (b) Russell Drysdale   (c) Australia 

Day, also 50 Years since he painted it! 

8 (a) Governor Phillip at Sydney Cove  (b) Lord Sydney      

(c) 1937 

9 (a) The Twelve Apostles   (b) Seven   (c) Panorama of 

Australia 

10 (a) Heard Island   (b) AAT, Southern Indian Ocean  (c) 

American sailor John Heard spotted it in 1853 

I also accepted john Hill’s answer: 

(What ? Baudissin Glacier) (named after? Admiral Count 

Friedrich Baudissin, a sponsor of the German expedition) 

Stamp Jewellery 

During the Russian revolution Estonia, which had been 

part of the Russian Empire since 1710, fought a war of 

independence from Russia. The Tartu Peace Treaty in 

1920 granted Estonia independence and is considered  

by many as the birth of the State of Estonia.  This stamp 

celebrates the centenary of the event. 


