
 Wednesday Meetings 

Nov 18  –  ED BURNARD:  New Zealand:  a Pot Pourri 

Dec –  No meeting. 

2021 

Jan 20  –  ERIC BARLOW:  Errors and Flaws on Australian Stamps 

Feb 17  –  HOWARD FISHER:  To be advised 

Mar 17  –  RON DAVIS : Ambling Around the Arctic Ocean. 

Apr 21  –  ROSS ZIMMERMAN:  To be advised 

May 19  –  ROGER EGGLETON:  Calgary Stampede 

 Thursday Meetings 

Nov 12  –  GREG LAIDLER:  Commemorative Slogan Postmarks used only in NSW 

Dec 10  –  JOHN MOORE:  Coconuts as an Open Exhibit 

2021 

Jan 14  –  Popular Choice Letter B 

Feb 11  –  Newcastle Philatelic Society Historic Photographs and other Memorabilia 

Mar 11  –  BOB GLENDENNING:  Canberra to the Capital & KGVI Multiples 

Apr 8  –  Popular Choice letter C 

May 13  –  RUSSELL GODDARD:  All about Gold 

 

***  Maitland  ***   Covid is playing Scrooge this year.  Our usual invitation to a Christmas get-together at 

the Maitland Stamp Club has had to be cancelled for this year because of restrictions.  This is always a very 

pleasant evening and we will miss the hospitaity of our Maitland friends. 
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We meet at 2:00 on the  SECOND THURSDAY and the 2:00 on the THIRD WEDNESDAY of 
each month at the Pasterfield Community Centre, Horizon St, CAMERON PARK 

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME 

Mark the weekend of March 20-21 next year on your calendar.  The Newcastle Antique and 

Collectables Fair is on, Covid permitting.  Our Society has booked two tables at the Fair 

http://www.newcastlephilatelicsociety.org.au/
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PRESIDENT’S PIECE 
As you will all be aware, we have been forced to change the venue for our meetings. Covid regulations and 
a new lessee of the former Mayfield Senior Citizens Centre have seen us ‘homeless’ so to speak. 

Now we have a new meeting venue.  At our November Committee meeting we decided to book the 
Pasterfield Centre, located at Cameron Park, for the next 12 months.  It has everything we need, safe level 
access, lots of close car parking, carpeted floor, a nice ambience with lots of natural and artificial light.  The 
kitchen is a bit unusual, but that is not a hassle.  All our meetings now commence at 2pm in the afternoon: 

 Monthly meeting, second Thursday of the month, 2pm Pasterfield Centre 

 Wednesday meeting, third Wednesday of the month, 2pm Pasterfield Centre 

We have not been able to schedule any auction nights or swap and sale nights.  We will email you or post a 
flyer when we resume. 

Our committee meetings will also be held at the Pasterfield Centre.  The committee is the group of members 
who guides the society, pays the bills, organises the displayers, and seeks to expand our membership.  A 
new committee is elected at the Annual General Meeting, but to be considered you really should attend most 
of the monthly and Wednesday meetings, so you get a feeling for the society and how you could improve it. 

Our Christmas function for this year has been cancelled.  Covid regulations limit numbers to 20, with no 
shared plates or food.  So our traditional get together and ‘show and tell’ has had to be cancelled.  If 
regulations ease sufficiently, we could aim for a replacement activity in February or shortly after. 

As the ‘year like no other year’ comes to an end, I would like to wish you and your family the very best for 
2021.  I hope that you find that elusive stamp or cover to enhance your collection.  Have a wonderful 
Christmas, and we all hope that things improve in 2021.  Stay safe, take care. 

        Greg Laidler, President 

 

FROM THE SECRETARY 

Covid 19 continues to restrict us somewhat in getting back to our full range of activities and in particular 
our auctions and swap and sale night are currently on hold.  One of the restrictions we have to manage at 
our meetings is a maximum of 20 visitors allowed in a venue, plus we can have a Covid Marshall and 
assistant making 22 in all.  There are the 1 person per 4 square metre rule, 1.5 metre physical distancing 
and the rule that all people must be seated that must be adhered to. 

As you are aware from previous communications and this Newsletter, we are now meeting at the 
Pasterfield Centre, Horizon Drive, Cameron Park.  The venue is only about 12 months old, very modern as 
one would expect and is managed to a very high standard.  To bring certainty to where future meetings 
are held the committee has endorsed that all 2021 Wednesday and Thursday meetings are held in this 
venue. 

I would like to wish all the very best for the Festive Season and 2021 

        John Moore, Secretary 

 

Display:  FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE AND AUSTRALIAN INLAND MISSION  
Greg Laidler 

Wed Aug 19, 2020 

Australia’s Royal Flying Doctor Service is legendary within Australia and indeed is known world-wide.  It 

evolved from the Australian Inland Mission which was founded by Presbyterian minister John Flynn in 

1912.  The Mission established nursing stations and bush hospitals throughout outback Australia.  The rapid 

development of aviation in the 1920s led the Mission to establish the Aerial Medical Service which was later 

to become the RFDS. 

Only a handful of stamps commemorating these institutions have been issued, and Greg’s display gave us 

an impressive selection of covers displaying these stamps.  The pretty 1962 5d stamp issued for the 

Mission’s 50th anniversary is my favourite, described as the first locally produced by photogravure.  It was 
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shown on some lovely first day covers, as well as 

covers illustrating postal rates for various 

overseas destinations.  There were commercial 

covers, souvenir covers, registered covers and 

certified covers.  One of the most interesting was 

the special 1963 Cobb & Co 3000 mile coach run 

from Port Douglas in Queensland to Melbourne, 

a fundraiser for the RFDS. 

For the 60th anniversary of the RFDS in 1987, we 

saw some beautiful $1 and $5 stamps only valid 

on RFDS flights, and advertising Opera in the 

Outback in Beltana, SA.  In 1927, for the 30th 

anniversary, the Post Office issued the familiar 7d blue definitive, intended to cover the 4d postage plus 3d 

domestic airmail rate.  For the 70th anniversary in 1997, we had a beautiful Cinderella mini-sheet featuring 

$2.50 and $7.50 stamps! 

There was much more in the display.  All Greg’s 

covers were in excellent condition and the 

display was well-presented and informative with 

his usual careful attention to detail – greatly 

enjoyed by the 11 members present. 

In addition to Greg’s display, Ron Davis treated 

us to part of his French Empire collection.  Some 

of the 21 stamp-issuers involved are well-

known, but many are not.  From Africa we 

enjoyed the beautiful native mask series of Cote 

d’Ivoire and stamps from Mali depicting early 

civilisation.  Also we had lesser-known places like Nossi-Bé, Ghadames et Fezzan and Diego-Suarez.  I had 

never heard of Territoire Francais des Afars et des Issas, but discovered that it existed from 1967 to 1977 

and became what is now Djibouti.  From elsewhere, we had Martinique, St. Pierre et Miquelon and French 

Settlements in India.  As always, we are grateful to Ron for prodding us into learning more geography and 

history. 

 

Display:  AMBLING AROUND THE ATLANTIC – Ron Davis 

Thurs Sept 10, 2020 

 

Well, Ron was at it again.  This time around I promised myself I would count just how 

many different stamp-issuing places he would show us, but of course, I soon lost 

track.  Ron has made a life-long collecting career out of seeking out never-heard-of 

places, some of which issued stamps for less than a year.  This display dealt with the 

Atlantic and is mostly 50 years old. 

In the Caribbean, we had well-known colonies like St Lucia, 

Jamaica and Dominica, and saw some of the University of West Indies 

omnibus issue, which I think are some of the prettiest stamps around.  We 

also had stamps from the Dutch colony of Curacao, and an interesting 

censored cover from Aruba to Australia. Cuba was represented by some 

lovely 1960 Navidad stamps.  Denmark’s colonial efforts gave us the Danish 

West Indies, whose stamps ceased in 1917, when Denmark finally off-loaded its unprofitable 

colony to USA (it’s now the US Virgin Islands). 
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Across the Atlantic, we found Walvis Bay, a British enclave in German West Africa for many years, now part 

of RSA.  Also there were stamps from Funchal, the capital city of the Portuguese territory of Madeira, which 

ceased being used in the early 1900s.  Senegal provided some attractive French colonial issues 

and we had Morocco, Nigeria and various Spanish Colonies.  Among the latter were stamps from 

Cabo Juby, many of which were overprints of Rio de Oro or Spanish Morocco. 

Finally we had Bouvet Island, a possession of RSA, and the quirkiest of all – a cover from the 

Bahamas Undersea Post Office (which only operated 1939-1941).  Once again, the 14 members 

in attendance had a lesson in geography.  Surely there’s no one else in Australia with as many countries in 

their collection as Ron! 

 
 

Display:  AUSTRALIAN QUEEN MOTHER 1d STAMP – Don Rutherford 

Wed Oct 21, 2020 

After the death of King George V in 1936, Australia was overdue for a new 
definitive series.  After planning for an Edward VII series was aborted, the 
George VI and animals series was introduced in 1937.  With additions and 
changes, it was to remain in use for many years.  Don’s interest is in the 
low values and this display showed us the 1d stamps featuring Queen 
Elizabeth (later known as the Queen Mother).  All stamps in the series 
were recess printed. 

The simple uncluttered design of the 1d used a Wilding photograph and 
made for a very attractive stamp.  However soon after it was released, 
preparation began on a new die (shown here) which made the letters and 
numeral more prominent and the background uniform.  Since the standard domestic postal rate was 1d for 
up to 2oz, this was possibly the most-seen stamp of its day.  It was sold in coils, but not booklets.  The 1d 
was later printed in a pretty brown colour. 

Don showed us covers displaying the 1d in 
combination with other stamps making up a 
variety of different postal rates.  For 
example, the standard rate to British 
Empire countries was 2d and to non-Empire 
countries 3d.  Air mail was extra, with 
varying rates depending on destination.  A 
cover to India had 1/1d in stamps, 
representing 2d in postage plus 11d airmail 
charge!  In 1941, the government instituted 
a War Tax of ½d.  

Since these were war years, we saw covers 

from military establishments; there were a 

surprisingly large number of different kinds 

from all around Australia, many of which I 

had not heard of.  Many of these covers were 

censored by either military or civilian censors, with a variety of different censor marks evident.  Don’s focus 

on this pretty stamp gave us an interesting picture of Australia’s postal history of this period for the 13 

members and 2 guests present. 

 

  



Views From Nobby’s Newcastle Philatelic Society 
 

5 
 

 
Display:  POSTCARDS – Don Catterall 

Wed Sept 16, 2020 

Don seems to have an inexhaustible supply of interesting postcards, and we have seen many in the past 

ranging over a wide variety of topics.  For this display he chose two topics – cricket and Napoleon. 

Don’s cricket postcards showed cricket grounds, teams 

and well-known players.  Many were from the pre-

WW1 era which Don described as the ‘Golden Age’ for 

cricket and for postcards.  One of the earliest featured 

was the 1878 Australian team that toured England 

undefeated.  Among the well-known grounds was the 

‘Gabba on which there were more birds than fielders.  

He showed us the famous 1930 Ashes in England where 

Bradman scored 974 runs and Clarrie Grimmett took 

29 wickets.  There were a lot of humorous cards, 

including some beautiful caricatures, my favourite 

being Rod Marsh.  Lots of information and lots of fun! 

Don’s display on Napoleon was an excellent account of the history of the man and the war.  It started with 

the classic picture of Napoleon with his hand tucked in his jacket, and finished with his tomb in Les Invalides 

in Paris.  In between we had Napoleon’s great 

victory at the Battle of Austerlitz, which was 

the high point of Napoleon’s power,  lovely 

coloured cards from 1907, and a facsimile of 

the abdication document of 1813.  After his 

return from Elba in 1814, he met the Duke of 

Wellington in the famous Battle of Waterloo.  

As well as a nice picture of Wellington, we saw 

an impressive series of 12 panoramas 

depicting the battle.  Finally there were cards 

showing memorials on the Waterloo 

battlefield.  This display reminded me how 

much interesting history I didn’t know, plus 

how much that I did know that has been 

forgotten!  Well done, Don.  

 

 

  

Toronto Stamp Club 

Although Toronto Stamp Club is much smaller than Newcastle Philatelic Society, it is an active group 
serving the Lake Macquarie area of Greater Newcastle.  Most TSC members are also NPS members.  The 
TSC annual trophy for best display of the year is the John D. Huntley Perpetual Trophy. Awardees are 
well-known members of both clubs: 

Warren Oliver (2004, 05, 08, 10), John Pugsley (2006), John Moore (2007, 09, 11, 15, 18), John Lavender 
(2012), Roger Eggleton (2013, 14, 16, 17, 20), Don Catterall (2019).  - RBE 
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Display:  MORETON BAY – TIM SCHOFIELD 

Thurs Oct 8, 2020 
 

Tim Schofield brought his ‘Moreton Bay’ display to the 18 members present.  By way of introduction, Tim 

explained how the 1859/1860 separation of Queensland from NSW came about and various suggestions as 

to where the southern border was to be located.  The name Moreton Bay referred to the area which now is 

the southeastern part of Queensland.  Being part of NSW prior to separation, NSW postal services along with 

markings, cancellers and stamps were used.  The items in Tim’s display covered the 20-year period before 

separation.  By 1850, there were 5 post offices operating in Moreton Bay and all post offices were allocated 

cancellations with numbers in the NSW sequence.  The 1856 census revealed that less than a quarter of the 

population lived in the many villages 

outside of Brisbane and Ipswich.  Tim 

displayed covers from almost all of them, 

some extremely scarce because they were 

villages with only a few dozen residents, 

many of whom didn’t use the postal service 

because they were unable to read or write. 

Tim showed how overseas mail came to 

Moreton Bay by a large variety of ships and 

routes.  The cover from UK shown here is 

possibly unique.  It was nearly a year after 

Queensland had become a colony before 

their first order of postage stamps arrived.  

Amusingly, in the meantime they were 

using NSW stamps but charging 6p for the interstate rate to Sydney instead of the 2p rate (within NSW).  

Such covers are rare indeed.   

Warren Oliver in his vote of thanks commented on both the amazing range and the high quality of the 

material.  This was an outstanding display. 

 

North Macedonia - New Stamp Issuing Country 

On 19 March 2019 the first stamps were issued bearing the name North Macedonia, 
hence there will be a new name in future catalogues.This Balkan country was 
formerly a part of Yugoslavia but in September 1991 it declared its independence 

under the name Republic of Macedonia.  However, there was 
contention over the name with its southern neighbour, Greece, 
which had a northern province named Macedonia.  A bilateral 
agreement in 2018 resulted in it now being officially known as 
the Republic of North Macedonia.  The capital of the new 
republic is Skopje in which about 250,000 of the country's 2,100,000 population live.  
The majority of the residents are ethnic Macedonians (64%); Albanians form a 
significant minority of 25%. 

The new country was quick to issue stamps.  The first issue of five stamps featured a 

strange collection of famous personalities, including local heroes, the French Emperor 

Napoleon Bonaparte, Swedish physicist Anders Celsius and French inventor of the frameless parachute, 

Andre-Jacques Gamerin. This issue was followed by two stamps featuring working donkeys and a stamp 

commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Apollo Landing on the Moon. 

An interesting feature of these issues is that the name Republic of North Macedonia is in three languages - 

the two official languages, Macedonian and Albanian, as well as English. 

  -  The Armidale Circle Bulletin,  September 2019 
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The Sydney Harbour Bridge 

 

The completion of the Sydney Harbour Bridge in 1932 as well as solving severe transport problems within 

the city provided NSW with an instantly recognisable symbol.  It is an engineering masterpiece, but also has 

undeniable aesthetic value.  

The Postmaster-General's Dept 

celebrated the opening with the 

issue of the three stamps 

shown here, in two pence, three 

pence and an adventurous five 

shillings. 

The bridge didn’t appear on a stamp again until its 50th birthday in 1982.  The 

Postmaster-General organised a competition to produce a suitable design for the 

occasion.  One of the more interesting entries was the 

drawing, shown here, by celebrated artist Brett Whitely 

(throughout his career Whitely produced many drawings 

of the bridge).  In the end the PMG took the easy way out 

and just reproduced the 1932 version as a stamp-on-

stamp. 

In more recent years, the bridge has appeared quite a few times.  A couple 

of notable ones are shown here; one was issued in 2007 for 

the 75th birthday of the bridge, and the other in the Olympic 

year 2000 as part of a definitive set featuring Australian 

iconic images.  As well as postal issues, we find a nice set of 

cinderellas -- issued to commemorate the 150th 

anniversary of First Fleet arrival.  

And here is an early poster stamp 

promoting the Western and 

Southern Provincial Airline  

Many other 

countries have 

climbed on the Bridge bandwagon.  For the 2000 Olympics at least 18 

countries issued minisheets featuring the Bridge and Opera House as a 

centerpiece.  Other issues, such as this joint issue with UK, recognised 

other events such as the 

Bicentenary and some appeared 

for no discernible reason. 

An interesting story about the 

original 1932 issue – A Sydney 

man, Charles Jackson, was 

arrested posting letters at the 

GPO all bearing a forged 2d stamp.  Police investigation 

also uncovered forged King George V 2d stamps in his 

possession.  Jackson and engraver Henry Elderfield were duly tried, and 

both received a year in jail as reward for their efforts.  

  - JM 
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Empire Classics  Within 2 years of its founding by free settlers 

in 1836, South Australia had a postal service serving at least 5 post 

offices.  By 1853, the colony was ready for its first stamp issue.  

Postmaster-General Watts sketched out the design he wanted and 

sent it off to Perkins, Bacon in London.  No trace of his design remains 

and the printers made up their own using elements from other 

stamps they had already engraved.  Nonetheless, they 

came up with a very attractive stamp which they was 

printed in 1d, 2d and 6d denominations.  The colony 

had to wait more than a year to receive its first order.  

The stamps were printed in sheets of 240 and were 

imperforate. 

There was such a demand for 

the stamps in South Australia that Watts 

immediately put in another order, requesting a 

1s stamp as well.  This was a disaster, since the 

chosen colour was too close to that of the 6d 

that the 500,000 stamps had to be destroyed 

(with, of course, a few escaping into the hands 

of collectors).  The printing plates were then shipped to Adelaide, 

and local printing carried on for many years, naturally producing a 

variety of paper types, colours and other variations. 

AUSVIPEX 2020 – Australian National Virtual One-Frame 
Stamp Exhibition 

All exhibitions that were planned for dates since the beginning of 
March were cancelled because of the Covid shutdown.  The 
Australian Philatelic Federation partially remedied this by 
organising a virtual exhibition in which entrants submitted scans of their displays.  There were 67 entries 
and they are available for viewing at https://www.ausvipex2020.com.au .  This is well worth a visit - there 
are some great displays here. 

Our club was represented by members Greg Laidler, The Life and Career of William Liddell Birdwood, and 
Bob Glendenning, Canberra to the Capital.  Greg was awarded a Large Vermeil, and Bob a Large Silver.  
Hearty congratulations to both for their efforts, and thanks to the APF for a great idea. 
 

Do you want to make the most of the Covid situation? 

Start a topical collection!  Lots of Covid-related stamps 

have come out in recent months, some humorous, some 
serious. 

 

Today’s Website 
If you haven’t been there recently, check out the Australian 

Philatelic Federation’s website  https://apf.org.au.  Lots of 

interesting material here.  In particular, there is a very 

helpful section on preparing your display for an exhibition. 

 

 

https://www.ausvipex2020.com.au/
https://apf.org.au/

