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WHAT’S ON IN YOUR SOCIETY
THE NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETS 7.30 pm SECOND THURSDAY of EACH MONTH
MAYFIELD SENIOR CITIZENS HALL, cnr, PACIFIC HWY & HANBURY STREET, MAYFIELD AND
EACH THIRD WEDNESDAY AT 10.00 a.m. AT STUDIO 48, 48 MACKIE AVENUE, NEW LAMBTON.
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME

DATES

DETAILS

Thur 8 Feb 2018

Display by Warren Oliver “NEW SOUTH WALES”

Wed 17 Feb 2018

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Display by Ed Burnard- “GREAT BRITAIN and N.Z. - the last couple of years”

Sun 19 Feb 2018

Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

Thurs 22nd Feb 2018

AUCTION NIGHT Viewing from 7.00pm, Auction starts 8.00pm. (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639

Thurs 8 Mar 2018

Display by Don Catterall “POST CARDS of NEWCASTLE”

Wed 21 Mar 2018

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Bring up to 6 Pages or “Items Connected with Newcastle or the Hunter Valley”

Sun 18 Mar 2018

Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

Thurs 12 Apr 2018

Display by Bernard Doherty - “HISTORY of NEWCASTLE POST OFFICE”

Sun 15 Apr 2018

Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

Wed 18 Apr 2018

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Display by John Edwards– “GEORGE V STAMPS of AUSTRALIA”.

Thurs 19th Apr 2018

AUCTION NIGHT Viewing from 7.00pm, Auction starts 8.00pm. (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639

Thurs 10 May 2018

Members - Up to 6 pages / Items Connected with Newcastle

Wed. 16 May 2018

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Display by John Hill – “THE RHODESIAN FEDERATION”

Sun. 20 May 2018

Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

Thursday 24 May 2018
25 to 27 May

2018 NEWCASTLE STAMP AND COIN EXPO SET UP DAY AT SHOWGROUND
2018 NEWCASTLE STAMP AND COIN EXPO

Thurs 14 June 2018

Display by John Moore - “REGISTERED MAIL FROM THE HUNTER REGION”

Sun. 17 June 2018

Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

Wed. 20 June 2018

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,
Display by Don Catterall – “POSTCARDS”

A PIECE FROM THE PRESIDENT

The Centenary of our Society is fast approaching. With any event such as this, people look back on the past and ahead to the
future. What is the future of stamps, stamp collecting, and the study of postal history? We can do our part by encouraging
new collectors and talking up the hobby.
I never cease to be amazed at the wonderful collections of members who display at our meetings. Recent displays have
been very good, and I extend my congratulations to all our displayers, both the evening meetings and the daytime meetings.
Our meeting venue at the Mayfield Senior Citizens Centre is now established, and we will be having our meetings there for
the foreseeable future.
There are two big events this year – our Centenary celebrations and the Expo. There is a full page of news about the Expo
later in this bulletin. Our May meeting will mark the one hundredth continuous year of meetings. The month of May will
be a busy and special month for us all.							
- Greg Laidler, President -
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**************************************************************************************************
THE SECRETARY’S SNIPPETS – February 2018

This is a friendly reminder of the 2018 Newcastle Stamp Exhibition with a closing date for entries being 28th February.
Entry applications are starting to come in, for which I thank those that have entered so far. If you have not entered,
please consider doing so. The necessary forms can be obtained from john.moore@optusnet.com.au .
I am sure the exhibition will be a good one - there is heaps of local enthusiasm to make it a GREAT show, which coincides with the 100th
anniversary of the formation of the Newcastle Philatelic Society.
The dealers have come out in force, with 22 so far booked with the promise of more, including a specialised Picture Post Card Dealer.
Like all exhibitions there are many expenses, with a reliance in selling various souvenir products to help defray costs. Two key items
available are a specially overprinted ANZAC APF Replica card, numbered 1-50 which will be only available in the supporter’s pack. The
other item is an IMPERFORATE Australia Post War Memorials sheetlet. There are only 250 IMPERFORATE available all of which are
numbered. Numbers 1 to 50 [overprinted in Gold] are in the supporter’s pack. Numbers 51 to 150 overprinted in Gold and 151 to 250
overprinted in Silver are available singly or in pairs at a discount price.
Just to remind you, the Newcastle Philatelic Society will be celebrating its 100th Anniversary by hosting, with the 2018 Newcastle
Stamp and Coin Expo, a part National Exhibition held under the auspices of the Australian Philatelic Federation.
The Exhibition will be held in the Newcastle Showground Exhibition Centre from 25-27 May 2018. The Exhibition Centre is only 150
metres from Broadmeadow Train Station, with lots of nearby parking on street, as well as within the Showground complex.
The Postal Stationery Society have kindly donated a special prize for the best Aerogramme Exhibit. This is an extension of where they
offered a special prize for the best Aerogramme One-Frame Exhibit at NORPEX 2015.
I commend you to enter an exhibit in any of the classes on offer. You will note that there are sub-sections for modern Postal Stationery
and Postal History. Not to be overlooked is the new FIP subclass for Aerophilately, where exhibitors can exhibit Air Mail Stamps and
their usage in the Airmail Service.
- John Moore, Secretary -

Newcastle Philatelic Society’s Visit to Maitland - 11th December 2017+
Once again 11th December came around, and with that our Society’s yearly visit to the Maitland Stamp
Club’s December meeting and Christmas party.
A very social night was had by all, with 15 people in attendance. Drinks and Christmas snacks were
consumed and many old friendships were rekindled, with lots of stories being exchanged between the
members present.
A 6 page display was brought along by everyone, with no two displays being similar.
A great night was had by all.
– Mark Saxby -

** A JUNGLE python that became addicted to
methamphetamine has gone through a sixweek detoxification programme. The reptile
was discovered during a police raid of a
methamphetamine lab. It did detox while
housed at a wildlife care centre at a prison
i n W i n d s o r, w e s t o f S y d n e y. T h e p y t h o n h a d
absorbed the drug through its skin.

** SAUDI Arabia was elected to the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women. But Human
Rights Watch said Saudi women were forbidden from
obtaining a passport, marrying or accessing higher
education without the approval of a male guardian usually a husband, father, brother or son
** A PAKISTANI man broke a Guinness record when
he smashed 43 coconuts on his head in 60 seconds.
Rashid Naseem, 30, had been preparing for the
record attempt for more than six months. “It
took a lot of preparation. I had to work hard on
my strength because breaking a coconut by head
butting can be painful,” he said.
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*******************************************************************************************************************************

RAAF SERVICE PERSONNEL OVERSEAS MAIL DURING WORLD WAR II
- display by ANDREW BROCKETT, Sydney, Thursday 9th November 2017

EGYPT was not popular with Air Force personnel. On a postcard posted at A.I.F.1 Corps Postal Unit in CAIRO, which
showed ‘Egypt – Lookout in the Desert’, on 20th April 1942, Sgt. R.A.Curtis wrote to his sister in Northbridge N.S.W. : “Dear
Deidre, This is the desert. And what a cow of a place it is.”
The Royal Australian Air Force was established in 1921, and it was small. By 1935, they had risen to 1000 men, but
numbered 3300 men in 1939. And their aircraft were obsolete. But pre-World War II planning indicated that 50,000 aircraft
personnel were needed for each year.
So training became all-important. Under the Ottawa
Agreement, the United Kingdom had a capacity to
train 22,000 personnel. New Zealand, Canada and
Australia provided another 28,000 (half of them trained
in Australia – in 1942-44, 10,000 Australians trained
in Canada). In 1941-42, 674 Australians trained in

Southern Rhodesia.
An Australian Squadron (No. 10 Squadron) flew in
four-engined Sunderland flying boats in the United
Kingdom, and was the only Australian squadron to serve
continuously for the duration of the War in Europe. The
Australians helped the Royal Air Force in bombing and
night patrols.
Other Australian personnel served all around the world.
– especially in the Dutch East Indies and Malaya, etc.
after Japan came into the war.

THEY SWOOP TO CONQUER

Not all of Andrew’s covers – which came from RAAF
staff and Prisoners of War - were philatelic. He had
spent a huge amount of research of service records.
Reported at www.canberratimes.com.au

We all heard the warning: Spring time means magpie swooping season in
Australia.
While most of us try and avoid any interaction with a magpie or experiment
with different methods to deter the birds, this postman has become friends
with them. John Kanard has been delivering mail in Canberra for the past
two years and has never been swooped. “As soon as I started, I thought,
there are magpies everywhere in Reid and Campbell, the best thing I can do is
educate them about who I am, which is basically what I do.”
Mr Kanard grew up in Canberra and as a young boy was schooled in the art
of magpie whispering by a local ornithologist.
“Really, it’s as simple as gaining the animal’s trust when it’s not spring time
and you feed them,” he said.
He feeds the magpies along the route and doesn’t get swooped. “When
spring time comes along and the magpies know who you are they just come
and say hello and expect to be fed.”
His secret? Muesli bars.
“There’s a little section in Campbell where I can easily be surrounded by 30 birds,” he said. “You have to develop a
relationship with the birds, that’s the way to do it. If you get to know them, they get to know you and life’s pretty good.”
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THE GERMAN OCCUPATION OF GUERNSEY

- display by TONY WALKER, Thursday 14th December 2017

I first became interested in this subject in 1979 when I visited this small British territory off the coast of Normandy, France, with
my wife Wendy to visit some of her relatives. Her Grandfather, Mark Tostevin, emigrated from Guernsey to Australia in 1909 on
the subsequently ill fated ship TSS “Waratah”. After settling in Australia he changed his surname to Hart and returned to the UK as
an ANZAC to fight on the western front. In 1979 I bought a couple of very cheap philatelic items and this would be the start of this
collection. As a stamp collector I was, at the time, already aware of the fact that this and the other Channel Islands were occupied by
German forces from June 30th, 1940, to May 9th, 1945. I had seen numerous examples of the bisected stamps of the UK and indeed the
“arms” issues that were issued during the occupation.
There was no “Battle of Guernsey” and so the occupation has been largely relegated as a footnote in the history of the terrible conflict
of the Second World War. Both invasion and liberation were carried out without a shot being fired apart from a small but deadly
German air raid carried out on June 28th, 1940, and some targeted raids on German positions by the RAF and British Commandos
during the conflict. I was, later, lucky enough to sail with a German 3rd Officer whose wife was able to translate a German Feldpost
letter that had been written in Gothic German. She expressed her surprise and skepticism that German forces were ever on British
territory during the war; however, she appreciated the challenge of translating the letter.
Prior to the invasion, some 17,000 Guernsey islanders were evacuated to the UK and beyond. The Lieutenant-Governor is withdrawn
and a “Controlling Committee” is formed with Ambrose Sherwill as President and Victor Carey as Bailiff.
The Germans took full advantage of the propaganda value of invasion of
the Channel Islands and, initially, went to great lengths to show this as
a “model occupation” and possibly a blueprint for what they considered
the inevitable occupation of the UK. German troops were impressed
by the array of goods available and were quick to snap up luxury items
and cloth that they would, in particular, use in Saville Row after the
invasion of London. Hitler’s likely intention of setting up the UK as a
“puppet” state was not shared with his vision for the Channel Islands.
He appears to have been obsessed with the islands and it was his wish
that the islands become special German territory and indeed a holiday
destination for “well deserving” German nationals.
The British Isles were not conquered and so, by 1941, the Channel
Islands would now become a vital part of the “Atlantic Wall” defenses of
the western front whilst Hitler turned his attention to the eastern front.
He was convinced that the Allies and Britain, in particular, would kick off
any invasion by initially liberating the Channel Islands. The islands would
become a concrete fortress built largely by slave labour force, from areas
like Spain and Russia, under the contract of Dr. Fritz Todt and his Organisation-Todt. The German treatment of the slave work force
was particularly awful and the islanders would witness this brutality at close hand. Whatever small amount of respect for the Germans
that may have existed would quickly evaporate and this would be further eroded late 1942 and early 1943 by mass deportations of UK
and allied born residents and any Guernsey born males who had been on active service against the Germans in the First World War, to
Germany (mostly in retaliation to the internment of 500 Germans in Iran by the British).
For a variety of reasons active resistance against the Germans by
the islanders was impossible. Resistance would be largely in way of
passive means in way of “V” signs, harbouring and feeding escaped
slave workers, underground news networks etc. Many were
caught and imprisoned locally and in Europe with tragic and lethal
consequences.
The expected invasion of the Channel Islands by the Allies never
eventuated due most likely to the consequences of mass loss of
life of civilians and the loss of Allied forces. When “D Day” arrived
on June 6th, 1944, the Channel Islands were bypassed completely
and they would quickly become isolated from both German and
allied Forces for the next 11 months. This would become known
as the “Fortress Period” and would result in starvation for both
islanders and, later, the German occupiers. The German occupiers
had become, effectively, POW’s and would play no further effective
part in the war.
The “Fortress Period” could be split into two periods; the periods before and after the arrival of the Swedish Red Cross ship SS “Vega”
with vital food and supplies for the islanders late December, 1944, and up to and beyond the liberation on May 9th, 1945. Islanders did
starve to death during the first period and this also became the situation for the German occupiers in 1945. It would also be argued
that the fate of the islanders was not as bad as other parts of occupied Europe (Netherlands for example in the awful winter of 19441945).
In 1945 the falling morale of the German forces would plummet further due to the situation on the islands, plus the loss of millions
of German lives elsewhere on a front line that would include their own next of kin in the heavily bombed cities. Insurrection among
German forces was very much in the air. Their relatively benign commander, Von Schmettow, would be replaced by the hard-line Nazi,
Vice-Admiral Huffmeier (of questionable seafaring talent after, earlier in the war, previously running the battleship “Scharnhorst”
aground). His orders to his men of falling to the last man in what he thought was inevitable Armageddon with the Allies falls largely on
deaf ears. After a little bit of rhetoric and “huffing and puffing” he reluctantly obeys the orders of Admiral Doenitz and surrenders to
Brigadier Snow and his Force 135 on May 9th, 1945, a day after VE day. By this time the German forces on the island were in a terrible
state, albeit very relieved to be alive. The islanders were, of course, overjoyed !
- Tony Walker -

* * A bargain is something you don’t need at a price you can’t resist.
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HUNTER VALLEY POSTAL HISTORY AND NUMERAL
POSTMARKS
Display by MARK SAXBY and JOHN LAVENDER, Thurs. 11 January 2018

“Murrurundi – Numeral Number 69 - In March 1832, the Commissioner of the Australian

Agriculture Company – Sir Edward Parry, with a party consisting of Henry Dangar, Charles Hall,
six assigned convict servants and two aboriginal men from the Port Stephens area passed through
the MURRURUNDI district on their way to inspect land on the Liverpool Plains. This was Henry
Dangar’s second trip to the area and a few scattered settlers were already in the district. William
Nowland from Singleton, followed in Dangar’s footsteps and discovered the path over the Liverpool
Range (Murrurundi Gap) in 1827. Others soon followed his dray track over the mountain which
became part of the Great North Road. The Great North Road was built by 3,000 convicts between 1827 and 1834
and was 162 miles (260 km) in length. The Post Office at Murrurundi was opened on 1st January 1837, and closed
in 2001.”
This was the sort of information in Mark and John’s display. In 1850, the
first New South Wales postage stamp came out. Each Post Office had a
number – there were 96 in N.S.W. They started at the GPO in Sydney – but
it didn’t have a number. No. 1 was Ryde, No. 2 was Parramatta. Up to No.
19 went over the mountains. Nos. 20 (Liverpool) to 53 (Balranald) were the
south and south-west run
to Wollongong.
Newcastle Post Office had
opened in 1822, but it got
the number 55. The first
in the Hunter Valley was Carrington (north of Newcastle, not the
suburb) – No. 54. And so they progressed – Clarencetown was No.
58, after Shortland 56 and Morisset 57, Paterson No. 60, Gresford
No.61, Morpeth No. 62, East Maitland No.63, West Maitland No.
64, Wollombi No.65, Singleton No. 66, Scone No. 68, Merriwa No.
77 – Merriwa was a Wiradgeri word meaning “grass seeds” or “flour
made from grass seeds”.
After 1850, numbers were issued in the order of Post Offices opening ... Lochinvar was 128, Aberdeen 161, Largs
213, Vacy 293, The Junction 298, Hamilton 331, Cooranbong 387, Whittingham 977, and Swansea 1001.

The Victoria Hotel was built in HINTON (No, 129) in 1840, and is one of the oldest continually
licensed hotels in Australia. MILLERS FOREST (No. 240 – near Raymond Terrace) – in 1855,
almost the entire population of the village was from Scotland, One of the first creameries
in the Hunter was opened at VACY (No. 293) in December 1892. WALLSEND (No. 234) –
number 234 was first allocated to Pyramul on 1st January 1859, and then to Wallsend on 1st
August 1861.
And so they continued, with the history of each place – Seaham No. 119, Long Flat 1691,
Waratah No. 289, Branxton No. 291 ….
***************************************

In the small fishing town of Isafjordur, ICELAND, an exciting
development in road safety has just popped up - almost
literally. A new pedestrian crossing has been painted that
appears to be 3D by way of a cleverly-detailed optical illusion.
Not only do pedestrians feel that they are “walking on air”,
but cars definitely slow down when they see the apparent
“blocks” – which is their purpose.
** A DUTCH student thought he was flying to
Sydney in Australia, but ended up in Sydney in
C a n a d a . M i l a n S c h i p p e r, 1 8 , b o u g h t h i s f l i g h t
b e c a u s e i t w a s s o c h e a p . H e k n e w s o m e t h i n g w a s w r o n g w h e n h e w a s i n To r o n t o
for a connecting flight. “The plane was really small and so I figured, would that
make it to Australia?” he said.
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OUR CHRISTMAS GET-TOGETHER, Friday 24th November 2017

Nineteen members and their wives enjoyed our Society’s Christmas Get-Together at the Mayfield Senior Citizen’s Centre,
with catering done by various members.
Each of us was asked to bring along
something of interest, and we were regaled
with Ron Davis’s Triton shell and how the
Triton should save the Barrier reef from
Crown of Thorns starfish, Greg Laidler’s
two covers to President Roosevelt in the
U.S.A., John Hill’s figurine of a winged lion –
the symbol of St. Mark, Margaret Catterall’s
family history and a story of a tin of tomato
soup, Tony Walker’s tale of his father in the
RAAF and photos of the passenger ship
“Centaur”, Don Catterall came to Australia
on the “Orion” in 1953 (postcard) at the age
of 17, and wasn’t seasick until coming into
Colombo, Margaret McDougall had some
family history and a book of autographs
and of quotations, Jim MacDougall had
brought along a wooden butter press
from Nova Scotia, formerly owned by his
great-grandfather, Ed Burnard had a large
photograph on glass of his grandmother
taken 1885-1890, Roger Eggleton had a
postcard from 1910-1916 of the Panama
Exposition with some Australian statistics
on it, Anna Hill had a book in Latin :
“Greatest Latin Insults”, and Carol Davis
described her sister’s involvement in the
1969 London to Sydney Marathon at the
time-control point at Curnamona Station in
South Australia.
And a good time was had by all ….

**********************

PHILATELIC SPELLING LESSON

Recently I’ve seen misspellings of two words we (as philatelists) frequently use, so perhaps you’ll excuse me
for drawing them to your attention.
(1) What is wrong with “Exhibitions increasingly allow postal stationary entries”? Well, a car that is not
moving is stationary, and we certainly expect everything in a philatelic exhibition to remain stationary
while we look at it. However, postal stationery is not so named because it is unmoving. A stationer was a
seller of books and paper, so his wares were called stationery. Now stationery particularly refers to paper
and associated materials for correspondence. Philatelically, an envelope or postal card or aerogram with
an imprinted stamp impression is classified as postal stationery. Ian McMahon currently writes a monthly
column on Postal Stationery for Stamp News. Remember: a car can be stationary, paper can be stationery.
(2) What is wrong with “As well as stamps and covers, auction catalogues frequently include other
collectables in their offerings”? Well, something is collectable if it is able to be collected. For example,
you may receive a notice that your parcel will be collectable from the post office during business hours.
Something is collectible if people choose to collect it because of its appeal or desirability. Stamps and
covers are philatelic collectibles. At an auction, if you successfully bid on some collectibles, they will be
collectable at the end of the auction. Remember: your collection consists of collectibles, while something
is collectable if it is simply able to be collected or fetched. [See http://www.grammarmonster.com/easily_confused/

collectable_collectible.htm]

— Roger B Eggleton / 4.11.2017 –

** A SPORTS editor who writes for the major Belarusian sports paper Pressball has eaten his words... literally.
Vyacheslav Fedorenkov ate his newspaper, after losing a bet over the team Dinamo Minsk making the play-offs. He
used a bowl of soup to make the newspaper more palatable, along with a can of fizzy drink.
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THE NEWCASTLE DAYTIME MEETINGS,
at Studio 48, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,

at 10 a.m. on the THIRD Wednesday of each month (except December).

THE WORLD’S GREATEST EXHIBITIONS FROM 1851,

- Display by PAUL STORM, Sydney - Wednesday 15th November 2017

The year 1851 saw THE GREAT EXHIBITION in London - a trade
fair held in the Crystal Palace. They had stamps, photos, medals,
souvenirs, music, prints, catalogues – all the trappings of a modern
Expo. But the Crystal Palace burnt down in 1936, as did many
similar “temporary” buildings – the huge Garden Palace in the
Botanical Gardens in Sydney burnt down after a few years, when
it housed the State Archives. Alexandra Palace in London burnt
down before it had opened – it lasted one month. An Expo building
on the shores of Chicago USA burnt down before the Expo was
finished. All ovr the world, the buildings were of sackcloth, timber,
and white plaster. Hence “White City” near Rushcutters Bay in
Sydney, famous for its tennis. The buildings were borrowed from
Shepherds Bush in London, in 1908 – the prefabricated buildings
were pulled apart and reconstructed in Sydney. The arcades and minarets and “icing on the cake” were all built with white
plaster.
There was the Melbourne International Exhibition in 1880, and
the Paris Exhibition in 1900 . The Eiffel Tower, built in 1889,
commemorated the Centenary of the French Revolution – it was
intended to be temporary, but it got a practical use in 1900 as a radio
tower. The 1900 Paris Exhibition was held where the Tower had
been built.
Each of the Exhibitions produced medals for each of the products
they were exhibiting, and firms could use the medals as advertising –
for instance on 4711 perfume and older pianos. The Belgian medals
had extraordinarily high relief.
There was the Colonial and Indian Exhibition 1883-84, the Anglo-American Exposition 1914, St. Louis Fair 1904, Auckland
Exhibition 1914, and Australian Exhibitions in 1879 in Sydney and 1880 in Melbourne – expressive of the rivalry between
Sydney and Melbourne going on in politics at the time!

DESIGN ERRORS ON STAMPS

- Display by ANNA HILL - Wednesday 17th January 2018

Anna had been collecting Errors on Stamps for 42 years, from
the time of Don Cox. She described her painstaking “preInternet” way of recording these design errors – made very
much easier with modern technology. Many errors are spread
over the years, but a modern Papua New Guinea issue depicts
“Minimizing Illiteracy” – but they’ve misspelled “Iliteracy”. A
modern Australian stamp , “J”, shows what is supposed to be a
Jabiru, but is in fact a South African Crane - which is not just a
“horrible black bird”.
There were the familiar “Walter Lily” errors from the Cook
Islands, and a more unusual spelling error – “Rerublic”- on
a Syrian issue. On Australia’s Y.M.C.A Centenary stamp of
1955 we see a sinusoidal projection of the globe (looking like a
squashed orange) with all the Southern Hemisphere in shadow
while sunlight illuminates the Northern Hemisphere. This could
only happen if the earth revolved north and south. The Australian 1972 stamp issued
for the centenary of the Overland Telegraph Line shows
the sun either setting or rising (i.e. the sun is low on the
horizon) in the same direction as the telegraph line. Since
this must mean that the line is travelling in an east-west
direction, some might question the appropriateness of this,
since the Overland Telegraph Line is south-north.
On a 1990 China “Year of the Horse” issue, the horse
obviously has 3 hind legs and one front leg. And on the 1947 Monaco 50 cent stamp,
President Roosevelt has 5 fingers and a thumb !
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COLLECTING AUSTRALIAN POSTER STAMPS

I find that a lot of current my philatelic efforts are focussing on Australian poster stamps. Perhaps it would
interest others if I chat about how I am pursuing this.
I am taking the viewpoint that these poster stamps are a subset of CINDERELLAS, issued primarily to
promote awareness of an event, service, organisation, product, policy or campaign. That list is not really
supposed to be definitive: rather, it is indicative of the general type of motivation behind the creation and issue
of the stamps I am choosing to collect.
I want items that have a social history dimension to them, so I’m mostly limiting
my collecting to items issued pre-1970, or essentially the predecimal period. (More
modern items often have an obvious “commercial” aspect to them — created to sell
to collectors rather than to promote awareness of the nominal subject of the issue).
There are two non-standard restrictions that I (usually!) apply in what I choose to
collect, to narrow down the potential range of the collection. One is that I exclude
items specifically for a philatelic event (exhibitions etc), because they are typically
“philatelic” (obviously!) — I mean, they are created as souvenirs for collectors, rather
than primarily as awareness-raisers intended to give advance promotion of the event.
The other exclusion I use is to avoid items with a “face value” (like the well-known
Lady Gowrie Red Cross Appeal 1d cinderellas): when present, the “face value”
tends to be the focal point, both distracting and detracting from the message itself.
(I know that the “face value” was included to show the donation amount sought
for the relevant fund-raising effort, but I still feel it distracts too much. No doubt it
was responsible in earlier times for the bad reputation assigned to cinderellas generally, which were “not real
[postage] stamps”, and so stamp collectors needed to be warned away from mistakenly including them in their
collections!) There was rarely a voice raised with the more inclusive viewpoint that “if you know what these
items are, there’s no reason you shouldn’t collect them if you want to”. Fortunately a few collectors, such as
the Williams brothers, were contrarians, happy to go against dominant opinion. (Similar remarks apply to the
“reproductions” of yesteryear, intended as “space fillers”: they were too often lumped in the same class as
the “forgeries” designed to defraud collectors. Nowadays in fact both categories are collectable, usually as
“cinderellas”.)
One more comment to round out this ramble. Obviously, having a poster stamp tied to a relevant contemporary
cover is the pinnacle of desirable items for inclusion in a write up of a particular stamp. But let me mention what
else I like to include. As I write up parts of my poster stamp collection, I find that researching and including some
of the social dimensions of an issue gives context and depth to what is shown, and I find myself including a few
related items, such as a postcard, a topically-related poster stamp not of Australian origin, even a contemporary
or more recent “philatelically motivated” related Australian first day cover [!!] that puts the original subject
in perspective (using philatelic items to support cinderella material...) How’s that for turning philately on its
head!?
— R.B.Eggleton /20 Nov 2017

Ro ge r Eg g leto n w r ites : I ’ve had two phil atel i c a r t i cl es p u b l i s h ed recent l y, for t h e record .
[ 1 ] Ro ger E g g leto n , Rhodes ia Independence C i n d erel l a , Jou r n a l of t h e C i n d erel l a S ta m p Cl u b o f
Au stra l ia, v.3 1, no.3 (D ec . 2017), p. 23.
[ 2 ] Roge r E g g leto n & Eri c Frazer, Australi a Pa rcel Post L a b el s P. P. I a n d P. P. 2 , B u l l et i n of t h e
Au stra l ian Co mmo nwealth Collec tors Club of NSW, v. 5 6 , n o. 4 (D ec. 2 0 1 7 ), p p . 1 0 1 - 1 1 1 . .

* * It m a k e s a l l t h e difference w hether y ou he ar an inse c t in the be droom or in the g a rd e n .
** Murray Darl i n g Ba s in : T h e y e a rs 2 0 0 8 -2 0 0 9 w ere the dri est years si nce records began 180 years a go; of t he
23 ca tch m ent s in t he B a s i n o n l y 1 i s c o n s i d e re d i n good condi ti on; sci enti sts esti mate that 90% of the f ioodplain
wetl a nds hav e been d e s tro y e d ; th e n u m b e r o f bi rds mi grati ng to w etl ands at the Murray Mouth ha s declined
f ro m 250, 000 t o unde r 1 3 ,0 0 0 o v e r th e p a s t 4 0 years; and w i thi n 100 years the amount of w ater taken f r om t he
Ba si n has inc r eas ed fro m 2 ,0 0 0 g i g a l i tre s (2 b i l l i on l i tres) per year to 10,000 gi gal i tres per year. C T .
** Peak so i l : Tops oil a ro u n d th e w o rl d i s b e i n g l ost at much faster rates than i t can be repl aced - carb on f ar m ing
invol vi n g gr owing pas tu re w i th g ra s s a n d c ro p s together, keepi ng the ground covered and retai ni ng moist ur e, I s
an i n creas ing r es pon s e .

APR.

** Indonesia is the country with the most volcanoes (120), with 30 on Java where 120 million people
live. National Geographic
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NEWCASTLE STAMP AND COIN EXPO - NEWS AND EVENTS
• Dates - Friday 25 May to Sunday 27 May 2018.
• Venue - Newcastle Showground Exhibition Centre, Brown Road, Broadmeadow, very close to
Broadmeadow Railway Station. Take the Brown Road exit from the station.
• Souvenir Products - the first souvenir cards are now for sale at $10 each. They include a set of
the 1947 Newcastle stamps tied with the centenary cachet. John has these for purchase. Further
cards are being prepared. There will also be imperforate overprinted miniature sheets available.
•

Supporter Packs - will be available at $50. They will contain the souvenir cards, overprinted miniature sheets
and other items. One special item will only be available in the supporter’s pack.

•

Exhibitors - many frames of exhibits have been requested so far. There will be a rush before closing time at the
end of February. Judges and jury members have been appointed, and distinctive Newcastle medals have been
designed. Cost of entry is $45 for each frame entered.

•

NPS members can exhibit in the non-competitive section. There is no charge for this

•

Dealers - there are at least 23 confirmed dealers. One has pulled out, Mossgreen is uncertain, and
Roberts from Wynyard in Sydney has signed on.

•

Australia Post - will be attending for the full three days. They will have a special postmark each day, and will be
selling a range of normal philatelic products.

•

Centenary and Awards Dinner - at Wallsend Diggers, 6.30pm on Saturday 26 May, cost is $60 per person. We
hope to include a lucky door prize in the cost, but will be selling raffle tickets to help pay for the dinner and Expo.
Drinks will be available at the bar, but only water on the tables.

•

Volunteers and helpers - these will be needed to ensure that the expo and dinner run smoothly. We need helpers
for the following tasks :
o At the Expo - sell products for our Society, and welcome visitors,
o liaise with the dealers and help them as needed,
o At the dinner - check names against the list, and welcome them,
o sell raffle tickets,
o prepare a display of Society history, as a poster or display on table tops,
o prepare a display of Society history, as an electronic presentation that ‘rolls’ during
the meal,
o Before the expo (called ‘bump in’ day) – put exhibits into frames.

MR

We hope to employ workers from the venue to help us, and use the workers from the table suppliers to erect and place the
tables.
- Greg Laidler, phone 4950 0247 –
************************************
These two very unusual items were shown
by GREG LAIDLER at our November 2017
Christmas Get together (see Page 6)
Despite the very short address on the envelope,
it apparently was delivered to the President
okay!
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The One-Cent Magenta - Inside the quest to own the world’s most
valuable stamp, by James Barron -------------------------------Is there a reader who has not heard of the 1856 British Guiana one-cent magenta, recognised as being unique and the world’s most valuable stamp?
Author James Barron, hearing about the one-cent magenta from Sotheby’s David Redden in 2014, produced an absorbing account of the nine
extraordinary owners during the past 144 years.
British Guiana schoolboy, Louis Vaughan, discovered the one-cent magenta amongst family correspondence in 1873. He sold it to local collector,
Neil McKinnon, who reluctantly paid six shillings. Five years on, the stamp was sold for £150 to Philippe Arnold de la Renotiere von Ferrary, who
“would sooner buy one hundred forgeries than miss that variety I could not find elsewhere.” Ferrary might well have bought another forgery, but
England’s leading expert of the day, Edward Loines Pemberton, had judged the one-cent magenta to be genuine.
Ferrary was a highly secretive philatelist; his extensive collection being seen by only a handful of confidants. Even King George V was refused
when a private viewing of the one-cent magenta was requested. After Ferrary’s death, the stamp was auctioned in 1921, realising 352,500 francs
(US$32,500). The new owner was an American philatelist, Arthur Hind, who was as flamboyant as Ferrary was reticent. Hind handed out printed
cards to advertise his ownership of the stamp.
A few years after Hind’s death, a US collector claimed to have shown him a second example of the one-cent magenta. Examining the stamp, Hind
accepted its authenticity, handed over the agreed price in cash, and, lighting up a cigar, burnt the stamp. The story is probably apocryphal, but it is a
great story nevertheless. After being written out of his will, Hind’s estranged wife, Ann, successfully contested ownership of the one-cent magenta.
The stamp was unsold in 1935 when offered at auction in London, with the top bid falling short of the US$42,500 reserve.
The one-cent magenta changed hands in 1940 reportedly for US$45,000. The new owner, Frederick Small, was an Australian-born investor living
in the United States. Reportedly, Small viewed his acquisition just once before handing it over to New York dealer, Finbar Kenny, who became the
public face of the one-cent magenta during the 30 years of Small’s ownership.
In 1970, the one-cent magenta was sold by Robert Siegel Auctions in New York for US$286,000 to dealer Irwin Weinberg, who represented a
consortium of nine investors. It was a record price for a single stamp. Weinberg travelled widely with his stamp, keeping it in a briefcase handcuffed
to his wrist. “The stamp owns you” as Weinberg liked to say, and on one occasion it was literally so. At a press conference at CAPEX 1978 in
Toronto, Weinberg’s briefcase could not be removed because the key to the handcuffs broke off!
In 1980, the one-cent magenta was sold, again by Robert Siegel Auctions in New York. The stamp was sold for US$935,000 -another record price to John du Pont, heir to the du Pont chemical fortune, sports benefactor and philatelist. At the time of his death (2010), du Pont had served almost 15
years in prison for third degree murder
In 2014, the the highest amount one-cent magenta was auctioned again. The sale at New York’s Sotheby Parke Bernet realised US$9,480,000 including the buyer’s
premium. This was yet another highest ever price for a single stamp. Also, it was for an object of its size and weight. A year later, the owner’s identity was revealed
- Stuart Weitzman, whose boyhood stamp album featured a blank space for the one-cent magenta which he assumed would never be filled.

I- Richard Breckon, APR, F *********************************************************

IMPORTANT NOTICE :
As from the February 2018 Stamp Auction, the Society’s commission will rise from 20 cents
per lot to 30 cents per lot, whether sold or not.
Sellers to take note.
*******************************************
** The River Jordan, which the Bible says was the
site of the baptism of Jesus, has now become so
polluted that it’s no more than a brew of raw sewage,
chemical runoff and brackish agricultural leftovers. .
** India Is on track to overtake China as the world’s
most populated country around 2025, currently with
27 million births a year (more than the population
of Australia) - 60% of married Indian young men say they met their wife on their
. Sydney Morning Herald.
wedding day

