
    DATES          DETAILS
Thurs 10 May 2015 Powerpoint Display Bernard Doherty “HISTORY OF  NEWCASTLE POST OFFICE”
Wed. 16 May 2018 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,  

Display by John Hill – “THE RHODESIAN FEDERATION”.
Sun. 20 May 2018 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

Thursday 24 May 2018 2018 Newcastle Stamp and Coin Expo set up day at the Showground
Friday 25 May 2018 2018 Newcastle Stamp and Coin Expo Newcastle Showground 

Saturday 26 May 2018 2018 Newcastle Stamp and Coin Expo Newcastle Showground
Sunday 27 May 2018 2018 Newcastle Stamp and Coin Expo Newcastle Showground
Thurs 14 June 2018 Members to bring “UP TO 6 PAGES / ITEMS CONNECTED WITH NEWCASTLE’
Sun. 17 June 2018 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m
Wed. 20 June 2018 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,  

Display by Don Catterall – “POSTCARDS”
Thurs. 12 July 2018 Don Catterall “PHILATELIC QUIZ”
Sun. 15 July 2018 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m
Wed. 18 July 2018 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,  

Display by Don Rutherford– “POT POURRI”
Thursday 19 July 2018 SWAP and SALE  From from 6.30pm, (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

Thurs 9 Aug 2018 Annual General Meeting and Awards Night
Wed. 15 Aug 2018 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10 am, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton,  

Display by Paul Storm – “PHILATELIC CONGRESSES in GREAT BRITAIN”
Sun. 19 Aug 2018 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m

Thurs 13 Sept 2018 TBA
Sun 16 Sept 2019 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at  WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m
Wed 19 Sept 2018 Display by Roger Eggleton “A SELECTION OF UNFAMILIAR POSTER STAMPS’

Thurs 20 Sept 2018 AUCTION NIGNT  From from 6.30pm, (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

THE PRESIDENT’S PIECE,  MAY 2018
The Newcastle Philatelic Society is over one hundred years old.   The first monthly meeting was held on Friday 17 May 1918, in the Club Rooms, 
Watt Street, Newcastle.   There were 12 members present, with a further seven members joining on the night.
According to the minutes, the society has met every month since then.   That is why the April meeting was number 1200, and that the May 
meeting will be the first in our second century.
The highlight of our centenary celebrations is the Stamp and Coin Expo.   Part of this is the Centenary Exhibition.   But this is not the only 
exhibition that the society has been involved with.   In the 1938 Exhibition, for the 150th anniversary of the settlement of Australia, the guest was 
the Prime Minister Mr Joseph Lyons.   His wife also gave a short speech, in which she recognised the hard work of the society.  This exhibition was 
held at the town hall.   Maybe it is a sign of the times that the town hall is no longer large enough for our exhibition, and with so many dealers 
attending.
Our stamp and coin expo is on over the last weekend in May.   Set up day is Thursday 24 May, with the expo running over the next three days.   If 
you are able to attend and help, even for an hour, that would be most appreciated.   Helpers would give out stamp packets to children, keep the 
dealers and judges full of coffee, and answer questions about stamps that a visitor may ask.   And don’t forget to look at the exhibits, and check 
out the dealers’ stockbooks.    Happy centenary,                                                                                                                                                                       

- Greg Laidler, President -

WHAT’S ON IN YOUR SOCIETY
THE NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETS 7.30pm SECOND THURSDAY of EACH MONTH

MAYFIELD SENIOR CITIZENS HALL, cnr, PACIFIC HWY & HANBURY STREET , MAYFIELD AND
EACH THIRD WEDNESDAY AT 10.00 a.m. AT STUDIO 48, 48 MACKIE AVENUE, NEW LAMBTON.

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME
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AUCTION REPORT,  22ND FEBRUARY 2018.
Please note that in May we will be holding our Society’s Centenary Exhibition, and the Stamp 
Auction usually held then will be brought forward to April.
February’s auction was a busy night. There were 422 lots on offer and 161 of them sold. This 
at 38% is a bit lower than our average, but still a good result. Total sales for the night made 
$1,370 and most of our 24 vendors did well.  The night was notable for the large number of 
low priced lots sold, and some rather unbelievable bargains went at reserve prices.  There 
were quite a number of high value items on offer to tempt the 38 bidders and of those that 
sold : best was a Papua New Guinea album that went for $80.  Next came an album of 
Chinese stamps which was bid up to $70.  Then a stockbook with heaps of MUH decimals, 
bound for postage, went for $50,  a lovely 2nd watermark 2/- MUH Kangaroo sold for $40 
to a knowledgeable buyer, whilst a strip of MUH 2/- C of A Roos fetched $30.  A selection of 
North Borneo stamps sold for $22 and a binder full of Hagners went for $20.  All the above 
being great bargains !  You have to Be there to Get them !
At the end of the night our Auctioneer got a big clap and someone shouted,” What about the 
Workers ?”  They certainly deserved one and we couldn’t do it without them.  Thanks to all 
involved for making it another successful night.
Our next Auction will be on the 19th of April, and in July our Swap and Sale Night will be 
on.    Hope to see you there. 

Don Catterall,  Auction Convenor.   Phone 4943 5639.

Results from CANBERRA STAMP SHOW, March 2018
National Level:-

John Moore  :  “1988 Australia Living Together” - Gold
  “Coconut - Palm of Life” - Vermeil
   Kim Dwyer  :   “The Battle of HMAS Sydney and the SMS Emden 9th November 1914, Cocos Islands, Indian Ocean” 
                                  - Large Vermeil

Kevin Dwyer  :    “Aubrey Gotley and the ANARE Base Heard Island 1947 - 1955” - Large Vermeil 
Anthony Scott :  “Australian Wartime Postal Services 1939-1952”  - Silver

State Level-

Vivienne Scott  : “A bushwalking Trip on the Six Foot Track & the Federal Pass - ‘With Swag and Billy’, 1906” 

                                - Large Vermeil

*** A WOMAN was embarrassed after she mistook photos of a tiny wombat for a pregnant friend's newborn baby. 
The picture of the rescued marsupial had been posted on Facebook.  It took the friend about eight hours to realise 
her mistake.  "I didn't look properly.  I thought you'd had your baby.  I'm so sorry. OMG," she wrote.

****************************************************************************
SECRETARY’S SNIPPETS, MAY 2018

This month [May 2018] sees our Society reach a very important milestone, its 100th anniversary.   As I 
understand it, the Newcastle Philatelic Society is the longest running Society of its type in regional Australia, 
which is an achievement to be truly proud of.

Part of the 100th anniversary celebrations is the Stamp and Coin Expo to be held 25th to 27th May in the 
Newcastle Showground Exhibition Centre.  On show will be wide range of interesting material including 
banknotes and matchbox labels.

In attendance will be 24 National Stamp dealers, plus Australia Post with products that can only be obtained 
at the show, and the Australian Philatelic Federation with a range of products suited for exhibitors as well as 
the general collector.

Like any exhibition of this standard, expenses are considerable.   I ask you to support the dealers and your 
Society by purchasing some of our souvenir products.

- John Moore, Secretary -

AUSTRALIAN POSTMARKS : HAROLD FRANKS has about 100 postmarks 
on piece from all over Australia - phone him on 4953 0050 to get them.
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PRE-STAMP ENTIRES OF NEW SOUTH WALES
- a display by WARREN OLIVER,  Thursday 8th February 2018

“I am starting off almost at the beginning,” Warren said.  “New South Wales was first settled in 1788, and 
my first cover is from a naval officer in 1798.”   Isaac Nichols, an ex-convict, was appointed as Sydney’s first 
Postmaster, from 1809 to 1819.

Following Nichol’s death in 1819, George Panton became N.S.W. Postmaster in 1820.  Letters were delivered by 
horseback, and by 1825 by road to Parramatta and then to Windsor.  Later, there were also mail coaches to Parramatta, 
Windsor and Liverpool.  Private letters cost sixpence.  One of the first country post offices, Newcastle Post Office 

opened in 1823, and in 1828, saw the 
establishment of an Official Post Office and the 
use of a Circular Date Stamp.  George Panton 
died, and in 1829, James Raymond became 
Postmaster of Sydney.
Between 1825 and 1835, postal rates were 
based on the distance between towns, with a 
maximum of 12 pence.
Between 1835 and 1849, postal rates were 
based on the English system – up to 15 miles 
= four pence, 230 to 300 miles = one shilling, 
each extra 100 miles = one penny.  The inter-
colonial ship letter rate was fourpence.
Ship rate from 1819 to 1840  to England was 
eightpence.  In 1830, the rate to India was 
fourpence.  From 1840, the rate was eightpence, 

with no distance charge.
Great interest was in the letters, which ranged from 1829 to 1850 - letters from several prominent people, including surveyor Sir 
Thomas Mitchell, and a couple of letters from convicts.  One (Feb. 1843 - Robert Oliver - any relation??) had been looking forward 
to a full pardon, so that he could return to his family in Ireland - but he was only granted a conditional pardon, 
which meant he wasn’t allowed to go anywhere near Ireland or England !  Another convict (March 1832) 
really ‘Tell on his feet” - he got a job with a wealthy land-owner, and was earning “a pound a week” - just 
about a fortune in those days !!

I’d guess the most talked about postmarks were MELBOURNE N.S.W. and BRISBANE N.S.W.!!   No, 
it wasn’t a mistake!  These states didn’t separate from N.S.W. until 1851, when Victoria had reached a 
population of 77,345, and 1859, when the population of Queensland was 225,000, respectively.

Issued in January 1850 were the colony’s first postage stamps – the “Sydney Views” – and that 
starts yet another phase of philatelic history, not included in Warren’s display.

WO/RD.
***************************************

***   A GROUP of police officers in Argentina have been fired after claiming more than half a tonne of missing cannabis 
was eaten by mice. The Guardian reports officials went to inspect the evidence at a ware¬house, but found 540 kilograms 
missing. Authorities said the mice would not have been able to consume that amount of evidence.
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POSTCARDS OF NEWCASTLE AND THE HUNTER VALLEY 

- a display by DON CATTERALL, Thursday 8th March 2018 

R h o n d d a 
C o l l i e r y 
1907

Jubilee Coal 
Monument 
in Hunter 
Street, 1909, 
prior to 
being moved 
to Parnell 
Place in East 
Newcastle in 
1923.

Don’s display consisted of 68 pages, and some of the postcards were “brand new” that we hadn’t seen before.  And 
some pages  were typed 25 years ago – and were “out-dated”.  He had divided his display into 14 sections, with very 
few of each – shipping, mining, streets, buildings, parades, events, fires, floods, the lake, beaches, industries, trains, 
trams, and Hamilton suburb.  Most cards were from 1918 or earlier.

One postcard stood out – a group of children from Hamilton East Public School on an excursion to the Botanic 
Gardens in Newcastle – no seat belts in those days !  The “mining” section was outstanding, as were the buildings 
– Newcastle Post Office in 1908, before the World War I war memorial out the front, the Customs House in 1905, 
the Hospital in 1909 ….  The Coal Monument, formerly in Hunter Street, had to be moved in 1923 when the trams 
came through, and had to be moved again last year for the Supercars race !  Lysaghts in Newcastle, established in 
1921, made the Owen sub-machine gun – very important for Australian troops fighting in New Guinea in World War 
II.  Newcastle Beach and Bar Beach were crammed with beauties and blokes in neck-to-knee swimming costumes …. 
and there were postcards of the Map Pool in its very early days.

To top it all off, there were cards of the wreck of the “Duris Deer” in 1895, and the wreck of the “Adolphe” in 1904, 
the remains of which can still be seen on the northern breakwater at Stockton.  Very interesting !
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     An excerpt from the official catalogue, October 1911 Philatelic Exhibition, Sydney  (Sydney Views, Nov. 2016)

A SHORT HISTORY OF AUSTRALASIAN PHILATELY.
	 N e w  S o u t h  Wa l e s  c l a i m s  t h e  h o n o u r — a n d  r i g h t l y,  t o o —  o f  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o  a d o p t  t h e 
i d e a  o f  p r e p a y m e n t  o f  p o s t a g e  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  s t a m p ,  f o r,  i n  1 8 3 8 ,  t w o  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  a d h e s i v e 
s t a m p  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  s t a m p e d  l e t t e r  s h e e t s  w e r e  s o l d  i n  S y d n e y  f o r  1 s . 3 d .  p e r  d o z e n  s h e e t s  ( s u b s e q u e n t l y 
r e d u c e d  t o  1 s .  p e r  d o z . ) .  E a c h  s h e e t  w a s  f o l d e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  e m b o s s e d  s t a m p  c o u l d  b e  s e e n ,  a n d  w h e n  p o s t e d  w a s 
f r e e d  f r o m  f u r t h e r  p a y m e n t .  T h i s  s t a m p  n o t  b e i n g  a n  a d h e s i v e ,  i s  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  m o s t  c a t a l o g u e s  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n s 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e  a d h e s i v e s  o n l y.

I t  w a s  i n  J a n u a r y,  1 8 5 0 ,  t h a t  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  Sydney Views a p p e a r e d ,  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  a d h e s i v e  p o s t a g e 
s t a m p s  i n  A u s t r a l a s i a .  T h e i r  h i s t o r y  i s  n o w  v e r y  w e l l  k n o w n  b y  m e d i u m  o f  t h e  w o r k  e n t i t l e d ,  “ T h e  P o s t a g e  S t a m p s  o f 
N e w  S o u t h  Wa l e s , ”  b y  M r.  A .  F.  B a s s e t  H u l l ,  o f  t h i s  c i t y,  P a r t  I .  o f  w h i c h  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  ( i . e .  1 9 11 ) .

A f e w  d a y s  l a t e r  a d h e s i v e  s t a m p s  w e r e  a l s o  i s s u e d  i n  V i c t o r i a  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e — t h o s e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  “ h a l f - l e n g t h 
Q u e e n . ”

T h e  Sydney Views a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r e c i a t e d ,  o w i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  t h e  d e s i g n  ( a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t 
s e a l  o f  t h e  c o l o n y )  i s  a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  e a c h  s t a m p  w a s  s e p a r a t e l y  e n g r a v e d  b y  h a n d  o n  p l a t e s  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e 
p r i n t e d .  W h i l e  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  V i c t o r i a n  i s s u e  w a s  e n g r a v e d  o n  a  s t e e l  d i e ,  t h e  s t a m p s ,  w h i c h  a r e  a l l  s o m e w h a t 
a l i k e ,  w e r e  p r i n t e d  b y  l i t h o g r a p h y  w i t h  l e s s  s u c c e s s f u l  r e s u l t s  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r,  a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y, 
t h e y  d o  n o t  a p p e a l  s o  f o r c i b l y  t o  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  c o l l e c t o r s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  h e l d  i n  h i g h  e s t e e m  b y  V i c t o r i a n 
p h i l a t e l i s t s ,  a n d  t h e y  p o s s e s s  m a n y  p o i n t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t .

 
A f t e r  V i c t o r i a ,  i n  o r d e r  o f  p r e c e d e n c e ,  c a m e  We s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  w i t h  t h e  “ p e n n y  b l a c k s , ”  o n  1 s t  A u g u s t ,  1 8 5 4 ,  e n
g r a v e d  a n d  p r i n t e d  b y  M e s s r s .  P e r k i n s ,  B a c o n  &  C o . ,  a n d  a r e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  “ b l a c k  s w a n s . ”  We s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  w a s 
e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  t h e  S w a n  R i v e r,  s o  c a l l e d  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  f r e q u e n t e d  b y  n u m e r o u s  b l a c k  s w a n s ,  h e n c e  t h e  a d o p t i o n 
o f  t h e  “ s w a n ”  a s  t h e  e m b l e m  o f  t h a t  c o l o n y.

T h e  f i r s t  s t a m p s  o f  N e w  Z e a l a n d  w e r e  i s s u e d  o n  t h e  1 3 t h  J u l y,  1 8 5 5 ,  h a v i n g  a l s o  b e e n  e n g r a v e d  a n d  p r i n t e d  b y 
M e s s r s .  P e r k i n s ,  B a c o n  &  C o . ,  o f  L o n d o n ;  t h e y  a r e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  “ f u l l - f a c e  Q u e e n , ”  a n d  a l l  o f  t h i s  d e s i g n  a r e  v e r y 
p o p u l a r  s t a m p s ,  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s o  a m o n g s t  N e w  Z e a l a n d  c o l l e c t o r s .

S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a  a l s o  e n t e r e d  t h e  l i s t  o f  s t a m p - i s s u i n g  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r,  a n d  t h e y,  t o o ,  w e r e  e n g r a v e d 
b y  M e s s r s .  P e r k i n s ,  B a c o n  &  C o .

Ta s m a n i a  f i r s t  b e g a n  t o  p r o v i d e  i t s  q u o t a  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t o r s ’  a l b u m  o n  1 s t  A u g u s t ,  1 8 5 5 ,  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  b e i n g 
l i k e w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  M e s s r s .  P e r k i n s ,  B a c o n  &  C o . ,  w h o  w e r e  n o t e d  s t a m p  p r i n t e r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .

Q u e e n s l a n d  w a s  t h e  l a s t  t o  e n t e r  t h e  r a n k s ,  d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  o f  A u s t r a l i a  w a s  n o t  e l e v a t e d  i n t o 
t h e  s t a t u s  o f  a  s e p a r a t e  c o l o n y  u n t i l  1 8 5 9 .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  1 s t  N o v e m b e r,  1 8 6 0 ,  N e w  S o u t h  Wa l e s  s t a m p s  w e r e  u s e d  i n 
Q u e e n s l a n d ,  a n d  t h o s e  c o p i e s  p o s t m a r k e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  d a t e  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  i s s u e  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d  s t a m p s  o n 
t h e  1 s t  N o v e m b e r,  1 8 6 0 ,  a r e  l o o k e d  u p o n  w i t h  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  b y  c o l l e c t o r s  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  s o m e  t o  b e  e n t i t l e d 
t o  p r e m i e r  p o s i t i o n  i n  a  Q u e e n s l a n d  c o l l e c t i o n .

I t  i s  n o t  k n o w n  h o w  e a r l y  s t a m p  c o l l e c t i n g  b e g a n  i n  A u s t r a l i a  o r  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  b u t  a  p r e s e n t  m e m b e r  o f  t h e 
S y d n e y  P h i l a t e l i c  C l u b  c l a i m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  c o l l e c t o r  s i n c e  1 8 6 3 .  T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e ,  h o w e v e r,  t h a t  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e 
t h e  i d e a  o f  m a k i n g  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  p o s t a g e  s t a m p s  h a d  t a k e n  r o o t ,  b u t  i t  c a n  h a r d l y  h a v e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  h e a d s  o f 
t h o s e  p i o n e e r s  t h a t  p h i l a t e l y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e c o m e  w i t h i n  5 0  y e a r s  s u c h  a n  e x t e n s i v e  h o b b y  a s  i t  h a s  p r o v e d  t o  b e .

N o .  1  o f  t h e  “ N e w  S o u t h  Wa l e s  S t a m p ’  C o l l e c t o r s ’  M a g a z i n e ”  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  S y d n e y  o n  1 s t .  N o v e m b e r,  1 8 7 9 , 
b y  E d w a r d  B u c k l e y,  a n d  s i n c e  t h a t  d a t e  A u s t r a l a s i a n  p h i l a t e l i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  w i t h  v a r i o u s 
j o u r n a l s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  p h i l a t e l y.  T h e r e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  e a r l i e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  b u t  a t  p r e s e n t  t h e y  a r e 
u n k n o w n .

A l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  s t a t e d  i n  The Philatelic Times, N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  i n  M a y,  1 8 8 1 ,  t h a t  a  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y  h a d  b e e n  f o u n d e d 
i n  N e w  P l y m o u t h  ( N . Z . ) ,  n o  c o n f i r m a t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h i s  f a c t ,  h a s  b e e n  f o r t h c o m i n g .

A p p a r e n t l y  s t a m p  c o l l e c t i n g  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h o s e  i n  N e w  S o u t h  Wa l e s  e a r l i e r  t h a n  e l s e w h e r e  i n 
A u s t r a l i a ,  f o r,  o n  t h e  1 0 t h  S e p t e m b e r,  1 8 8 5 ,  t h e  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y  o f  S y d n e y  w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d .  S i n c e  t h e n  N e w 
S o u t h  Wa l e s  p h i l a t e l i s t s  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  l e a d  i n  m o s t  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  o u r  h o b b y,  t h e  p r e s e n t  E x h i b i t i o n  b e i n g 
t h e  f i r s t  o f  i t s  k i n d  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  H e m i s p h e r e .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n o n - c o m p e t i t i v e  e x h i b i t i o n s  i n  S y d n e y  a n d 
M e l b o u r n e ,  b u t  n o n e  o f  t h e m  h a v e  b e e n  o n  t h e  s a m e  e x t e n d e d  s c a l e  a s  t h i s  o n e  o n  2 0 t h a n d  2 1 s t  O c t o b e r  1 9 11 .  

T h e  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y  o f  V i c t o r i a  c a m e  i n t o  b e i n g  i n  1 8 8 7 ,  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r,  w i t h i n  a  f e w  w e e k s  o f  e a c h 
o t h e r,  s o c i e t i e s  w e r e  f o r m e d  i n  We l l i n g t o n  ( N . Z . )  a n d  A d e l a i d e  ( S . A . ) .  P r i o r  t o  1 8 9 0  t w o  s o c i e t i e s  h a d  b e e n  f o r m e d 
i n  S y d n e y,  a n d  b o t h  h a d  l a p s e d  f o r  w a n t  o f  e n t h u s i a s m .  I n  1 8 9 0  t h e  S y d n e y  P h i l a t e l i c  C l u b  w a s  f o u n d e d ,  a n d ,  l i k e 
t h e  s o c i e t i e s  f o r m e d  i n  M e l b o u r n e ,  We l l i n g t o n  a n d  A d e l a i d e ,  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  a c t i v e  s i n c e .   O t h e r  s o c i e t i e s  w e r e 
f o r m e d  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s ,  b u t  l a p s e d  f o r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  i n  s o m e  c a s e s  b e i n g  a b s o r b e d  b y  t h e  m o r e 
i n f l u e n t i a l  b o d i e s .

I n  1 9 0 5  a  n u m b e r  o f  e a r n e s t  c o l l e c t o r s  f o r m e d  t h e  P r a h r a n  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y  w h i c h  h a s  m a d e  i t s  p r e s e n c e  f e l t 
a n d  h a s  d o n e  a  g o o d  d e a l  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  c a u s e  o f  p h i l a t e l y  t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r a l i a . 

T h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  s o c i e t i e s  i s  r o u g h l y  a s  f o l l o w s : — S y d n e y  P h i l a t e l i c  C l u b ,  1 3 0 ;  P h i l a t e l i c 
S o c i e t y  o f  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  1 2 1 ;  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y  o f  V i c t o r i a ,  9 0 ;  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y  o f  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a ,  5 6 ,  a n d 
P r a h r a n  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y,  1 0 3 ,  m a k i n g  a n  a g g r e g a t e  o f  5 0 0  m e m b e r s .  
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**************************************************
AUCTION REPORT, 19TH APRIL 2018.

 April’s auction was almost a nightmare.  By 5.30pm the heavens had opened with a ferocious storm which didn’t 
ease off until after 6.30.  My good wife and I had set the place up but not another soul appeared until after 6.40, and 
then in they slowly rolled.   Not our usual crowd with many sellers and buyers scared off, but enough to make it a 
worthwhile night.  Thanks to everyone for your enthusiasm, loyalty and interest.

There were 320 lots on offer and 149 of these sold. At 47% this is an excellent result. Total sales for the night were 
$1,145 and most of our 21 vendors were happy.  This night was again notable for the large number of low-priced lots 
sold, so perhaps this has become a trend.  There were quite a number of high value items on offer for the 31 bidders 
to peruse, and of the very few of these that sold : best was a MUH Imprint Pair of One Shilling Small Multiple Wmk. 
Kangaroos which went for $140.  Next came a full set of 1937 Newfoundland stamps in pairs which sold for $34.  
Then a stockbook containing an Austrian collection sold for $32, and another stockbook of World stamps sold for 
$26, all very good buys !   Finally late sales went surprisingly well.

At the end of the night we promoted our forthcoming Centenary Exhibition, and then gave the Auctioneer and our 
working lads a well deserved clap.   I think the buyers deserved one too for simply turning up.  Thanks to all involved 
for making it another successful night.

Our next Auction will not be until the 20th of September, but before that on July 19th our Swap and Sale Night will 
be on, and even earlier on May 25th starts our 2018 National Stamp and Coin Exhibition at the Exhibition Centre at 
Broadmeadow (25th - 27th May).  
Hope to see you all there.                                                      Don Catterall,  Auction Convenor.   Phone 4943 5639.

____________________________________________________________________________________

UNSTICKING AUSTRALIAN  PEEL & STICK STAMPS
A u s t r a l i a n  P e e l  a n d  s t i c k  s t a m p s  h a v e  t w o  l a y e r s  o f  a d h e s i v e .   O n e  i s  t h e  t a c k  t h a t  b o n d s  t h e  s t a m p s 

t o  t h e  e n v e l o p e .   T h e  o t h e r  i s  a  w a t e r - s o l u b l e  a d h e s i v e  t h a t  l i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e l f - a d h e s i v e  t a c k  a n d  t h e 
s t a m p  p a p e r .   T h e  w a t e r - s o l u b l e  l a y e r  i s  t h e r e  s o  t h a t  c o l l e c t o r s  c a n  o b t a i n  g o o d  u s e d  c o p i e s .

W h e n  p e e l  a n d  s t i c k  s t a m p s  f i r s t  a p p e a r e d  t h e r e  w e r e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  w a t e r - s o l u b l e  l a y e r  b e i n g  t o o 
t h i n  a n d  n o t  r e l e a s i n g  p r o p e r l y .   T h i s  w a s  q u i c k l y  s o l v e d ,  a n d  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n o 
f u r t h e r  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  J a c - P S  p a p e r .   J a c - P S  p a p e r  c u r r e n t l y  i s  u s e d  f o r  a l l  r o l l  p e e l  a n d  s t i c k  s t a m p s .

B o o k l e t s  a n d  s h e e t l e t s  a r e  p r i n t e d  o n  C P I  p a p e r .   U n l i k e  J a c - P S ,  C P I  p a p e r  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  l u m i n e s c e n t 
c o n s t i t u e n t .   To  e n a b l e  t h e  s t a m p s  t o  w o r k  i n  m a i l  c e n t r e  a u t o m a t i c  s o r t i n g  m a c h i n e s ,  t h e  l u m i n e s c e n t 
s u b s t a n c e  h a s  t o  b e  m i x e d  i n t o  a  v a r n i s h  a n d  p r i n t e d  o v e r  t h e  s t a m p s .  I t  i s  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t 
p r o b l e m s  h a v e  a r i s e n .

W h a t  h a p p e n s  i s  t h a t  t h e  s e l f - a d h e s i v e  t a c k  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  i m p e r v i o u s  t o  w a t e r  o n  o n e  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t a m p 
a n d  t h e  v a r n i s h  c r e a t e s  a  w a t e r p r o o f  s e a l  o n  t h e  o t h e r .   W h e n  s o a k i n g  b y  c o n v e n t i o n a l  m e t h o d s ,  w a t e r 
c a n n o t  r e a c h  t h e  w a t e r  s o l u b l e  l a y e r  e f f e c t i v e l y .

A l t h o u g h  s e v e r a l  s u b s t a n c e s  h a v e  b e e n  t o u t e d  a s  m e a n s  o f  o v e r c o m i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  w e  d o  n o t  f a v o u r 
t h e  u s e  o f  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  c l e a n  w a t e r .   To  g i v e  t h e  w a t e r  a  c h a n c e  t o  a c t i v a t e  t h e  s o l u b l e  l a y e r , 
i t  n e e d s  t o  b e  a l m o s t  t o  b o i l i n g  p o i n t  a n d  t h e  s t a m p s  n e e d  t o  b e  i m m e r s e d  f o r  u p  t o  h a l f  a n  h o u r .   T h e 
s t a m p s  s h o u l d  t h e n  b e  g e n t l y  e a s e d  o f f  t h e  p a p e r  a n d ,  w h e n  d r y ,  a n y  r e m a i n i n g  t a c k  r e m o v e d  c a r e f u l l y 
w i t h  a n  a r t  g u m  e r a s e r .

W e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  y o u  t r y  t h i s  m e t h o d ,  u s i n g  w o r t h l e s s  d a m a g e d  s t a m p s  b e f o r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s o a k 
c o l l e c t a b l e  c o p i e s .
T h e  l a t e s t  r e p r i n t  o f  t h e  T h r e a t e n e d  S p e c i e s  b o o k l e t  u s e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  t e c h n i q u e  t o  p r i n t  t h e  l u m i n e s c e n t 
a r e a .   H o p e f u l l y  t h i s  w i l l  o v e r c o m e  t h e  p r o b l e m  f r o m  n o w  o n .    2 0 17  s a w  A u s t r a l i a  P o s t  i n t r o d u c e 
“ m i c r o - c u t s ”  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a m p  d e s i g n  f o r  s e l f - a d h e s i v e  b o o k l e t  s t a m p s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  c o l l e c t o r s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d  a n d  t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  w h o 
d o  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  a n y  s o c i e t y,  b u t  t o  w h o m  t h e  h a n d  o f  f e l l o w s h i p  i s  c o r d i a l l y  e x t e n d e d .

        I t  i s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h i s  s h o r t  s k e t c h  t o  t r a c e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  i s s u e s  o f  s t a m p s  i n 
t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  c o l o n i e s  ( o r  S t a t e s  a s  t h e y  a r e  n o w  t e r m e d ) ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d  a n d  t h e  S o u t h  S e a  I s l a n d s .   M o s t ,  i f  n o t 
a l l ,  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  s p e c i a l  t o  c o m m e n d  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e  s t a m p s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  H e m i s p h e r e  a r e ,  a n d  h a v e  b e e n 
f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  h e l d  i n  h i g h  e s t e e m  b y  c o l l e c t o r s  a b r o a d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b y  t h o s e  n e a r e r  h o m e .   O f  l a t e  t h e  s t a m p s  o f 
t h e  S o u t h  S e a  I s l a n d s  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  p o p u l a r  w i t h  c o l l e c t o r s  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  e v i d e n c e  o f  w h i c h  w i l l  b e 
f o u n d  i n  t h i s  c a t a l o g u e .

I t  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  i n  1 9 0 1 ,  a  n e w  e r a  i n  r e g a r d  t o 
A u s t r a l i a n  s t a m p s  w o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  b u t  t h i s  h a s  n o t  y e t  e v e n t u a t e d .   I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  h o w e v e r,  t h a t  w i t h i n  a 
f e w  m o n t h s  a  C o m m o n w e a l t h  s e r i e s  w i l l  a p p e a r,  a n d  t h a t  h e n c e f o r t h  “ A u s t r a l i a ”  w i l l  b e  k n o w n  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a t  l a r g e 
a s  a  s t a m p - i s s u i n g  c o u n t r y. 

S e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  H i s  M a j e s t y,  w h e n  D u k e  o f  Yo r k ,  f a v o u r e d  t h e  S y d n e y  P h i l a t e l i c  C l u b  b y  b e c o m i n g  i t s  H o n o r a r y 
P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  s i n c e  H i s  M a j e s t y ’ s  a c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  t h r o n e ,  h e  h a s  b e e n  g r a c i o u s l y  p l e a s e d  t o  b e c o m e  i t s  P a t r o n ,  a 
d i s t i n c t i o n  h i g h l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C l u b .   T h i s  s i g n a l  h o n o u r  i s  v a l u e d  a l l  t h e  m o r e  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e 
f a c t  t h a t  H i s  M a j e s t y  i s  h i m s e l f  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  p h i l a t e l i s t  a n d  t a k e s  a  k e e n  i n t e r e s t  i n  a l l  t h a t  p e r t a i n s  t o  o u r  h o b b y.

T h e  f u r t h e r  f a c t  t h a t  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l ,  L o r d  D e n m a n ,  h a s  m a g n a n i m o u s l y  a c c o r d e d  h i s  p a t r o n a g e 
t o  t h i s  E x h i b i t i o n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  p r o m o t e r s  t o  b e  a n  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c 
b e n e f i t .      T h i s  2 0 t h  o f  O c t o b e r,  1 9 11 ,  m a y,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e   r e a s o n a b l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a  r e d - l e t t e r  d a y  i n  t h e  a n n a l s 
o f  A u s t r a l a s i a n  p h i l a t e l y. 					     R . S . P. C .  “ S y d n e y  V i e w s ” ,  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 6
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******

THE NEWCASTLE DAYTIME MEETINGS,
   at Studio 48, 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East, 

at 10 a.m.  on the THIRD Wednesday of each month (except December).

GREAT BRITAIN AND NEW ZEALAND – 
THE LAST TWO YEARS   - Display by 
ED BURNARD - Wednesday 21st February 2018
It was interesting to compare New Zealand, Great Britain 
and Australian stamp issues for 2016 and 2017 : 2016 
was 12, 15, and 21 respectively, and 2017 was 14, 15, 
and 24.  There were many GB anniversary issues – the 
Royal Mail 500th, the Penny Red stamp’s 175th, Queen 
Elizabeth’s 90th ( including Prince George), the 350th of the 
Great Fire of London, Machin stamps’ 50th …. and others 
-  the Animail series, including an ape hanging on the 
edge of the envelope.  NEW ZEALAND issues  were quite 

innovative and attractive – Glowworm stamps 
printed in luminous ink which glowed in the dark, 
the Queen’s 90th 3D lenticular issue with 3 lens 
positions, the Southern Lights Aurora Australis 
issue printed on silver foil to give a shimmering 
effect, and the Grow Your Own Vegetables stamps, with seed attached to each of 
them, ready for planting.   Maori Culture was shown on the Maori New Year series, as 
were all the medal winners at the Rio de Janeiro Olympics issue, and five Recovering 
NZ Birds  - very small numbers of birds improving.  But of particular interest were the 
“tourist” stamps used to counter Universal Stamps tourist issues, two of which showed 
Sheep and The World’s Steepest Street !

SIX PAGES/ITEMS CONNECTED WITH NEWCASTLE OR THE HUNTER VALLEY 
- Members’ Displays – Wednesday 21st March 2018
Because of the upcoming 100th Anniversary of the commencement of the Newcastle Philatelic Society, the 
local region was highlighted in this display.  Eight members displayed – 4 didn’t.  
LEANNE TOLLARD had FDC’s and covers from Newcastle.  ANNA HILL had postcards of early Newcastle 
(she had had them for 30 years, and had got them from John).  JOHN HILL showed a mid-19th Century 
cover from Maitland, which took one day to get to Sydney, a newspaper article about Police being used to 
control the crowds at the 150th Anniversary stamps launch in 1947, and a 150th Anniversary cover with 
the 3 stamps.  RON DAVIS had preliminary drawings and artwork he had done for the Cinderella stamp 
issues for the 2003 and 1999 Norpex exhibitions.  ROGER EGGLETON showed stamps produced by the 
Newcastle Agricultural, Horticultural and Industrial Association for the Newcastle Shows each year from 
1950 to 1975 – apart from during WWI and WW2, when the Showground was a military camp (the first 
Newcastle Show was 1902, with wagons and buggies, and beekeeping).  RUSSELL GODDARD had an 
1812 painting of Nobbys, news articles about the first aborigines in Newcastle and the “new tram service” 
for Newcastle, and a book about “The Store” building.  DON RUTHERFORD showed the 1947 Anniversary 
covers, and covers from the 1961 Mattara when the Newcastle Philatelic Association had a display at the 
Co-operative Building (The Store).  And DON CATTERALL  had two displays - a Newcastle set of pre-
decimal Railway Stamps and decimal stamps from around the region, and local registration labels, and 
a second display of Patriotic Labels – some scarce, some common – commercial coupons (“get yourself a 
saucepan”), and covers with local registration labels.

RECENT AUSTRALIAN BOOKLETS – display by RUSSELL GODDARD, Wed. 18 April 2018
As most of us hadn’t even SEEN these booklets, let alone collecting them, Russell’s display was mind-boggling.  
Basically from 1973, but including a couple of earlier ones, nearly the whole range of modern-era booklets was 
included, apart from Prestige booklets, which were omitted.
Booklets started in 1913, with 12 x ½d and 8 x 1d Kangaroo stamps.  In 1922, booklets with 120 x 1d. King George 
V stamps (10/- worth) were produced.  Staples were abandoned in 1949, when booklets were stitched.  From 1952 
to 1962, four booklets similar to each other were issued.  In 1962, there were 12 x 5d. green Queen stamps in two 
panes of 6.  In 1960 to 1970, booklets were made for troops serving in Vietnam, with waxed waterproof covers, but 
the stamps were not waterproofed.  In 1973, stamp folders replaced booklets, and had panes of stamps instead.   
Then followed 1982 Eucalyptus flowers (60c from vending machines), 1987 Aboriginal Art, triangular stamps available 
from Advance Bank ATM machines, 2014 Royal Visit in April, 2014 Cooking Legends, 2017 Trans Australian Railway 
centenary, 2017 Women in War, 2018 Our Convict Past booklets …. Norfolk Island local postage stamp booklets, Lord 
Howe Island Courier Post booklets …. And so on …. 
In 2007, the most expensive issue of 2007 was the Signs of the Zodiac – 12 sheets of 25 x 50c stamps. But packages 
featuring NRL (footfall) Centenary stamps can be bought from Post Shops for $8.30 to $94.95 (16 stamps).   So 
collecting booklets is not cheap !

           *** The earliest known button, which was made from shell, is estimated to be about 5000 years old.    

Newcastle Philatelic Society Newsletter, May 2018	       	 –  7  –	                    VIEWS FROM NOBBYS



*****************************************************************
SERVICING THE MAIL IN NEWCASTLE

A display by BERNARD DOHERTY, Thursday 12th APRIL 2018
Although coal was discovered in Newcastle in 1797, and a convict settlement  formed in 1799, it wasn’t until 
1823 that the town was declared “free”, and a postal service established in 1828.  Bernie’s display went from 1828 
to the 1990s, and included the following sections : Establishment and premises of the Post Office, processing 
mail, delivery of mail and optional services,  special and financial services, and money transfer services.

Included in the display was the early cover shown, but as no post office existed in Newcastle in 1817 (or indeed in 
the colony of Sydney until 1809), and the stamp on the cover wasn’t issued until 1856, the postmark is considered 
a forgery. The rectangular postmark was from the pre-adhesive stamp era, in 1850.

Duplex cancels were used in Sydney 
in 1858, and in Newcastle in 1870.  
Postcodes were introduced in 1969.

From 1828, Post Office business was transacted from “Sessions 
House”, a two-storey wooden building.  Built in 1821, it served as the 
Court House and contained offices for Government officials.   A fire in 
1853 damaged the building, and so followed a succession of buildings 
– 1853, 1861, 1871, 1873, and 1886 – the historic “Post Office Building” which was vacated in recent years.  

In the 1930’s, Newcastle 
Council decided to try 
to get an Exhibition by 
the Newcastle Philatelic 
Society, and, following 
an Airmail between 
Sydney and Newcastle 
on 11th June 1934, 
a Poster and Travel 
Exhibition was held 
from 28th November 
to 1st December 1934, 
which included a Stamp 
Exhibition.

As well as telegrams, Bernie included in his display Parcel Post items, Defence Forces mail, 
Banking services from September 1871 to 1932 (and included some Commonwealth Savings 
Bank passbooks), Newspaper services (which were mailed at a reduced rate), Australia’s 
150 years Exhibition in 1938, Newcastle’s 150 years Exhibition in 1947, the Mattarapex 
Exhibition 4-9 September 1961, and the introduction of First Day of Issue cancellers in NSW 
on 11th November 1958, and in Newcastle on 9th September 1959.
				    *****************************

*** Aging isn’t so bad.  The real killer is when you stop.
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NEWCASTLE STAMP AND COIN EXPO
(including postcards and other collectables)

Friday 25 May 2018, 10am to 5pm
Saturday 26 May 2018, 10am to 5pm

Sunday 27 May 2018, 9am to 3pm

includes the Newcastle Philatelic Society Centenary Exhibition,
a National Philatelic Exhibition with the classes Postal History, Postal Stationary, Frugal, Picture 

Postcards, Aerophilately, Astrophilately, Literature, Polar Philately

24 national dealers of stamps, coins and postcards will be present,
buying and selling.

Bring your old coins, medals, collections for valuation or purchase.

Australia Post attending with special souvenir products and postmarks, and special product overprints 
produced by the Newcastle Philatelic Society.

 

How can you help????

On Thursday volunteers will be needed to place exhibits into frames. And these volunteers will need 
something to eat. Sandwiches and slices would be very welcome. We are expecting about 60 people 
setting up the displays and dealer tables.

The Exhibition Centre has many power points, but there are also many dealers. Do you have an 
extension lead that we can borrow? Ten metres or longer would be ideal. Put your name on the lead, 
and we will check it and tag it for electrical safety.

On Friday the Jury members will need lunch. Only about 20 of them. Can I have some volunteers 
to prepare sandwiches and slices for Friday? We can also feed our members who will be there as 
helpers.

During the expo, we need members to be present at our tables. We need members to help at the 
table at the doorway, to give packets of stamps and a penny to kids, and any adult who wants one. 
We also have some souvenirs for sale, and helpers on this table would be most welcome. See Greg 
Laidler if in doubt where you can help. 

Our Centenary Dinner, doubling with the awards for the 
exhibition, will be held on Saturday 26 October, 6.30 for 7.00 
pm, at Wallsend Diggers Club, Tyrrell Street, Wallsend. Cost is 
$60 each. Come and support your society and hobby.
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	 Milestones in the History of Aviation : 
	 The Mongolfier Brothers
The French brothers, Joseph-Michel de Mongolfier (1740-1810) and Jacques-
Etienne de Mongolfier (1745-99) were the inventors of the hot air balloon 
and were responsible for the first free flight by humans.
Originally they owned a paper-making business near Lyon, France, but 
conducted scientific experiments in their spare time. While experimenting 
with paper bags, they noticed that when hot air was collected in a bag, the bag 

tended to become buoyant and rise. They built large paper balloons which they filled with steam 
but soon changed to smoke because, as the steam cooled its residual water weighed down the bags. 
With the smoke the bags rose easily and they realised that they had made a significant discovery.
On 5 June 1783 they gave a public demonstration of a hot air balloon. Made of linen lined with paper and inflated with hot air from a 

furnace, the 9.15m diameter Mongolfiere rose to a height of 1,830 metres.
On 19 September 1783, at Versailles, in front of King Louis XVI, they launched a larger balloon, painted in 
blue and gold in his honour, which carried a sheep, a duck and a rooster in a basket suspended underneath. 
The flight lasted about eight minutes.
A month later, on 15 October, the physicist, Jean-Francois Pilatre de Rozier, 
became the first human to leave the earth in a tethered flight. This was 
followed on 21 November 1783 by the first manned free flight, when de 
Rozier and Francois Laurent, Marquis d’Arlandes, reached an altitude of 914 
metres, in a Mongolfiere, travelling almost 16 kilometres in a flight that lasted 
23 minutes.

The Mongolfier Brothers were widely acclaimed and honoured for their work, which paved the way for the development of hydrogen 
balloons.   In 1983, many countries, particularly the former French colonies, issued some attractive stamps and souvenir sheets to 
commemorate the bicentenary of the first manned free flight in a Mongolfier hot air balloon.

***************************

  Postal cancellations to be used at Newcastle EXPO 2018 – Newcastle Stamp and Coin Fair, 25-27 May 2018

***  KARAMEL, the Turkish squirrel who got his front limbs caught in a trap, is back on his 
feet and rolling around after scientists built him a set of prosthetic wheels.  Although squir-
rels without all their limbs have a slim chance of survival in the wild, Karamel is getting a 
hand from a group of animal-lov¬ing scientists at an Istanbul university.
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