
 
 
 
 

ENVELOPES AND POSTAL HISTORY 
 

TO COMMEMORATE 
 

THE VISIT TO AUSTRALIA BY 
 

HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II  

AND THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
 

FROM 3 MARCH 1954 TO 1 APRIL 1954 
 
 

 
A set of three stamps was issued to commemorate this visit, 

which was the first to Australia by a reigning monarch. 
 

 
 
 
To coincide with the Royal Visit by Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh, the Postmaster 
Generalôs Department (who operated the postal office, now Australia Post) issued a set of 3 stamps, 
3½d carmine-red, 7½d purple and 2/- green. The date of issue was Tuesday 2 February 1954. 
 
The stamps were printed on unwatermarked paper in sheets of 80 with perforations of 14¼ x 14. The 
values paid the basic letter rate (3½d), foreign letter rate (7½d) and foreign air mail rate (2/-). The 
designs were based on the photographic work of the Royal Photographer, Dorothy Wilding, while the 
stamps were engraved by Frank D. Manley. 
 
 

                                                      
 
 
 
  



COMMEMORATIVE SLOGAN POSTMARK 
 
The Postmaster General (the operators of the postal system) introduced a commemorative slogan postmarker to 
celebrate the royal visit. Forty two dies were manufactured and used around Australia. 
 
Top cover was prepared by Arthur Bergen, to commemorate the first day of use of the slogan postmarker. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

Commercial covers 
with the Royal Visit 
slogan cancel. 



QUEENôS VISIT  -  SYDNEY  -       Thursday 4 February 
          Luncheon menu, as a souvenir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



QUEENôS VISIT  -    NEWCASTLE, NSW    9 February 1954 
 
The Queen arrived at Newcastle Railway Station on the Royal Train. From there she travelled by car to a 
reception at the Town Hall, with the Lord Mayor Alderman Purdue. She then travelled by car to the Showground 
packed with 44,000 school children, then an inspection of the steelworks, then to Williamtown where she flew to 
Evans Head before travelling to Lismore. The cover has been postmarked óby favourô at Newcastle Post Office on 
the day of the Queenôs visit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
References:  Details of itinerary from óNewcastle Morning Herald and 
Miners Advocateô, Monday 8 February 1954, p2, accessed through 
www.trove.nla.gov.au . 
Photographs from Australia Royal Visit Official Commemorative Volume 
1954, compiled, photographed, written and designed by the Australian News 
and Information Bureau, Department of the Interior, Canberra, published by 
Angus and Robertson Ltd, Sydney, p 34, 36.     



QUEENôS VISIT  -  CASINO         Tuesday 9 February 

             Grafton High School souvenir 

 
The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh visited Casino on Tuesday 9 February 1954. Their aircraft landed at Evans 
Head, from where they travelled by car through Woodburn and Coraki to Casino. 
 
The souvenir ribbon (below) was given to each student of Grafton High School by the school P&C Association. 
Students travelled by train from Grafton, arriving in Casino at 10am in heavy rain. Students from many schools 
gathered at Carrington Park in Casino to see the Queen. This ribbon was only given to the students of Grafton 
High School. The trip from Grafton to Casino and back to Grafton took 14 hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References: Daily Examiner (Grafton newspaper), Monday 8 February page 2; Friday 12 February page 3;  
  article above Wednesday 10 February 1954 page 2; accessed through www.trove.nla.gov.au. 
  



QUEENôS VISIT  -  CEREMONIAL OPENING OF THE  
           FEDERAL PARLIAMENT        15 February 1954 
 
The Queen opened the third session of the twentieth Federal Parliament in the afternoon of Monday 15 February 
1954. Her Majesty wore the Coronation gown of cream satin, richly embroidered with symbolic flowers of the 
Commonwealth. She sat in the same chair as her father who opened the building which now houses the Federal 
Parliament. (Her father, King George VI, opened the Federal Parliament House on 9 May 1927, as Duke of York). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This cover was prepared by Arthur Bergen, who produced many philatelic covers of events from 1937 until at least 
2003. 
 
 
 
 
Photograph shows the Queen and 
Duke on the steps of Parliament 
House, just before the ceremonial 
opening of Parliament. The Queen 
was dressed in her coronation 
gown of cream satin, richly 
embroidered with symbolic flowers 
of the Commonwealth. 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference: Australia Royal Visit Official 

Commemorative Volume 1954, compiled, 
photographed, written and designed by the 
Australian News and Information Bureau, 
Department of the Interior, Canberra, 
published by Angus and Robertson Ltd, 
Sydney, page 13. 

  



QUEENôS VISIT  -  CEREMONIAL OPENING OF THE  
           FEDERAL PARLIAMENT        15 February 1954 
 
Other souvenir covers. The top cover is a 'Royal' brand First Day Cover, with First Day crossed out, and the black 
circular cachet PARLIAMENT OPENING 15.2.54 added. It was posted at Parliament House. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The bottom cover has been posted at the main Canberra Post Office, and has been postmarked 1PM 16 February 
1954. This is the day after the Queen opened the Parliament, but Her Majesty spent the day at official functions in 
Canberra. The envelope has been hand addressed by an elderly person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



QUEENôS VISIT  -  UNVEILING OF THE AUSTRALIAN  
     AMERICAN MEMORIAL   16 February 1954 
 
This memorial in Canberra commemorates the role of the United States of America in World War 2. The memorial 
is a total of 73 m tall, while the eagle and sphere are 11 m high. The plaque at the bottom of the tower reads: óIn 
grateful remembrance of the vital help given us by the United States of America during the war in the Pacific 
1941-45ô. The Queen unveiled this memorial on Tuesday 16 February, 1954. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This memorial was shown in a stamp issued 4 May 1955, highlighting 
Australian-American friendship. 
 
Photograph at right shows the scene at the unveiling of the memorial 
by HM The Queen. 
 
 
References: Australia Royal Visit Official Commemorative Volume 1954, compiled, 

photographed, written and designed by the Australian News and Information Bureau, 
Department of the Interior, Canberra, published by Angus and Robertson Ltd, Sydney, 
pages 16,18. 
  



QUEENôS VISIT  -  CAMP FOR ARMY PERSONNEL 
       AT CANBERRA      February 1954 
 
Camp Royal was the name given to the ótent cityô that housed the military personnel who were involved with the 
Royal Visit. The camp was set up on Wednesday 27 January 1954, and was dismantled on Friday 19 February. 
The Queenôs visit to Canberra took place from the Saturday 13 February to Thursday 18 February 1954. 
 
At the peak there were 2,665 personnel encamped at Camp Royal. They were the troops, sailors and airmen used 
for guards of honour, parades and the march past. There were many other camping sites available for non-military 
visitors, who became known as óroyal visit touristsô. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Camp Royal Post Office opened on Tuesday 2 
February, and closed on Wednesday 17 February 
1954. The cover above has been cancelled on the last 
day of operation. 
 
 
 
 
Reference: ôCanberra Timesô, Fri 29 January 1954, p2; Sat 6 

Feb 1954, p2; Sat 20 Feb 1954, p20, accessed through 
www.trove.nla.gov.au. 

N C Hopson, NSW and ACT Post Offices, pub 1978 by the 
Australian Commonwealth Collectors Club 

 

 
 
 
  



QUEENôS VISIT  -  FLIGHT TO VICTORIA        24 February 1954 
 
The Queen flew from Launceston, Tasmania, to Essendon Airport, near Melbourne, on Wednesday 24 February 
1954. The aircraft was an Australian National Airlines (ANA) Skymaster, piloted by Captain Peter Gibbes, a war-
time associate of the Duke of Edinburgh.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This cover was prepared by Arthur Bergen, number 11 of 16. The envelope is signed by Captain Gibbes, with the 
hand written notation óLaunceston to Melbourneô with the pilotôs signature and date 24/2/54. The plane arrived at 
3.45pm, too late for the envelopes to be carried to the Essendon Post Office, and the cover was cancelled the 
next morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Reference: Australia Royal Visit Official Commemorative Volume 1954, compiled, photographed, written and designed by the Australian 

News and Information Bureau, Department of the Interior, Canberra, published by Angus and Robertson Ltd, Sydney, page 54. 



QUEENôS VISIT  -  MELBOURNE    from Wednesday 24 February 

          Myer Bourke Street Store 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh visited 
Victoria from Wednesday 24 February to 
Tuesday 9 March, with some of this time 
being in Melbourne and the rest in 
regional centres. The Queen and Duke 
travelled through the streets on Thursday 
25 February 1954. 
 
 
This postcard was produced by MYER 
STORES LTD. ARCHIVES, and printed 
by John Sands in Melbourne. (Card 
reference PC40, cost $1.50). The card 
was used by a Myer employee, who 
penned the letter on the back, dated 12 
September 1991. 
 
 
The picture side of the card shows the 
façade of the Myer store at 314-336 
Bourke Street, Melbourne, decorated for 
the royal visit. An exact date of the 
photograph is not shown on the card. 
 
 

Reverse of the 
picture postcard, 
dated 1991, 
shown at 70%. 



QUEENôS VISIT  -  MELBOURNE AND REGIONAL VICTORIA 
             24 February to 8 March 1954 
 
The Queen visited Melbourne and Victoria from Wednesday 24 February to Tuesday 9 March, when Her Majesty 
flew to Brisbane. A state reception was held at the Exhibition Centre on the evening of Monday 8 March 1954. 
Note that the hand held canceller, with the code 21, was used to hand cancel the souvenir covers at Melbourne. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reference: Australia Royal Visit Official Commemorative Volume 1954, compiled, photographed, written and designed by the Australian 

News and Information Bureau, Department of the Interior, Canberra, published by Angus and Robertson Ltd, Sydney, page 82-4. 

The privately produced 
souvenir cover above 
is postmarked 
MELBOURNE C1, 
dated 10P24FE54. The 
Queen arrived at 4pm 
on this day. 
 
This cover has been 
posted by a member of 
the crew on the Royal 
Yacht. The Shaw 
Saville liner S.S. 
Gothic was used as 
the official Royal Yacht 
H.M.S. Britannia was 
not completed. The 
postmark is 
MELBOURNE C1, 
dated 315P-8MR54. 
The Gothic sailed to 
Cairns for the north 
Queensland section of 
the royal visit. 



QUEENôS VISIT  -    WELCOME TO QUEENSLAND  -      9 March 1954 
 
The Queen flew from Melbourne to Brisbane, in a special Qantas Constellation aircraft. She arrived at Eagle Farm 
Airport at 2.15 pm on Tuesday 9 March. Fifteen thousand school children lined the route to the city, followed by a 
21 gun salute and a choir of 500 voices singing ñLand of Hope and Gloryò. The crowd at this venue was estimated 
at 30,000 people.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Photographs of the Queen in Brisbane: at left, 
inspecting the guard of honour, with Private 
Septimus, the Shetland pony mascot of the Royal 
Australian Regiment; above, on route from the 
airport to the civic welcome in the city. 
 
Reference: Australia Royal Visit Official Commemorative 

Volume 1954, compiled, photographed, written and 
designed by the Australian News and Information Bureau, 
Department of the Interior, Canberra, published by Angus 
and Robertson Ltd, Sydney, page 68-71 

  



QUEENôS VISIT  -  TOUR OF NORTH QUEENSLAND  12-15 March 1954 
 
While in north Queensland the Royal couple stayed each night on the Royal Yacht Gothic. They were ferried 
ashore each morning by H.M.A.S. Anzac. Below is an envelope and letter from a resident of Mackay, with a 
photograph of the Queen and Duke. The photograph was probably taken by a commercial photographer in 
Bundaberg. The photograph was printed by E.T.Grant, commercial photographer, of Mackay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference: Australia Royal Visit Official Commemorative Volume 1954, compiled, photographed, written and designed by 
the Australian News and Information Bureau, Department of the Interior, Canberra, published by Angus and Robertson Ltd, 
Sydney, page 78-9. 



QUEENôS VISIT  -    ROCKHAMPTON, QUEENSLAND     15 March 1954 
 
The final day of the Queenôs visit to Queensland was in Rockhampton. She arrived by air and flew out later the 
same day. The visit was almost cancelled due to severe flooding two weeks before. It was a visit from the 
Director-General of Health for Queensland, Dr Fryberg, who decided that there would be no risks to the Queenôs 
health or to public health. The crowd to see her was estimated at 65,000 people. She gave a speech from the 
steps of the Town Hall, from where this souvenir cover was posted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This photograph above was on the front page of the óMorning Bulletinô, the newspaper for Rockhampton, on 
Tuesday 16 March, the day after the royal visit. 
 
Reference: Australia Royal Visit Official Commemorative Volume 1954, compiled, photographed, written and designed by 
the Australian News and Information Bureau, Department of the Interior, Canberra, published by Angus and Robertson Ltd, 
Sydney, page 79. 
Rockhampton newspaper óMorning Bulletinô 16 March 1954, accessed through www.trove.nla.gov.au     


