POLAR BEARS OF GREENLAND

Parcels and Savings Stamps

Greenland is easily the world's largest island (over 2 million
sq.km), and one of our least populated nations (fewer than
60,000). Communications between its scattered communities
were infrequent and difficult until steel-hulled freighters and
helicopters finally helped overcome environmental challenges.

Introducing the Exhibit

Postal services were first introduced in 1938. Prior to that, a parcel service operated,
as weather and opportunity permitted, helping to supply scattered communities with
such necessities as medicine, small manufactured goods, and an occasional trinket.
Payment for transport of parcels was managed with special Pakke-Post stamps,
depicting Greenland's national emblem, the Polar Bear. Widely admired, these classic
parcel stamps are fondly termed Greenland's Polar Bears.

The various denominations and printings of the Polar Bears, and the cancellations

from different offices, are the main subject of this one-frame exhibit. Examples on part
or entire parcel card are prized. Beside parcel post, the Polar Bears were coopted for
another role. Absent a formal banking system, in the mid-1920s a special savings
scheme was introduced to assist outlying communities. Savings booklets could be
gradually filled with Polar Bears, and later redeemed at face value. In 1938, postage
stamps superseded Pakke-Post stamps, so new style savings stamps were introduced:
examples of each denomination are shown. Honouring the Pakke-Post, in 1983-85
Greenland issued special Polar Bears sheetlets, printed from the original plates.
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< Intended use of Greenland's Polar

PARCEL POST < Greenland 1905-37 Bear Pakke-Post stamps: payment of
parcel post on parcel address card.

Adressekort til Grenland
Address Card (Parcel Card) for Greenland
Following European practice, Danish and Greenlandic parcels were
assigned a recorded number, and accompanied by a Parcel Card (more
accurately known in Danish as an adressekort — address card).

The address card bore the parcel number, the address of the recipient, the
weight and number of parcels in the consignment, and the Pakke-Post
Polar Bear stamps paying for the carriage of the parcel. The sender's
name and address were noted on the back of the card. The card went first
to the recipient, who presented it to collect the parcel.

During 1905-37, Kongelige Grenlandske Handel — the Royal Greenland Trading
Department, issued the Pakke-Post stamps and address cards, and provided the carriage
service. Its state monopoly was abolished in 1950. After Greenland gained home rule
in 1979, the company was subsumed under home rule in 1986.
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PARCEL POST < Greenland, 1905-37

< Greenland’s first and
only stamps for 32 years
were its parcel stamps

Parcel stamps — the “Polar Bears”
Pakke-Porto

At the beginning of the 20" century, Greenland was a Danish colony. Its tiny
population was spread around the rugged coast of this huge, isolated island.

Greenland did not issue postage stamps until Dec 1938, but issued parcel post
(pakke-porto) stamps from July 1905 onwards. These served the primary role of
paying postage on parcels between Copenhagen and ports in Greenland.

Highly prized by philatelists, and known affectionately as “Polar Bears”,
their elegant design is based on Greenland'’s coat of arms (a white polar bear
rampant on a blue field). Several printings complicate the study of these
stamps: organizing by face value clarifies their study.
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PARCEL POST < Greenland, 1905-37

Parcel stamps — the “Polar Bears”

Pakke-Porto

4 Greenland’s “Polar

Bears” parcel stamps:

the three other values
below 20 gre

Several printings complicate the study of these
stamps: organizing by face value clarifies their
study. The third, fourth and fifth values.
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Copenhagen cancei, 1925-38
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Cancellations
Those originating in
Greenland are very scarce
and of higher value
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Copenhagen cancel, 1925-38
Crowned oval, Granlands Styrelse (Board of
Greenland Settlements), two lines

Printers

T1 — Thiele I, 1905

T2 — Thiele II, 1915-33

S — Schultz, 1937

AL — Andreasen &
Lachmann, 1937
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PARCEL POST < Greenland, 1905-37

< Greenland’s “Polar
Bears” parcel stamps:
the three high values,
Parcel stampls)aa t}l)let”Polar Bears” i, T f‘g‘ ore "
-Porto

Several printings complicate the study of these
stamps: organizing by face value clarifies their
study. The seventh, eighth and ninth values.
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PARCEL POST < Greenland, 1905-37

< Greenland’s “Polar
Bears” parcel stamps:
the 20 ere was most
Parcel stamps — the “Polar Bears” whily wé
Pakke-Porto
Several printings complicate the study of these
stamps: organizing by face value clarifies their
study. The 20 ore was the most used value, and
was produced in greatest numbers (345,000).
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PARCEL POST <4 Greenland, 1905-37

Parcel stamps — the “Polar Bears”
Pakke-Porto

Further usage and cancellation examples
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< Greenland’s “Polar

Bears” parcel stamps:
examples of usage, and
small settlement cancels

Copenhagen crowned three
line cancel (1912-25), Styrelsen
af Kolonierne i Grenland, on
perf 11% 2 ore [T2 Facit P5]

oval cancels (1925—38), Grenlands Styrelse, on
perf 11% 70 ere and 1 krone [T2 Facit P10, P11]

20 ore perf 11%2 [T2 Facit P9] examples with cancels
from settlements in Qaasiutsup (NW Greenland).

(2010 population sizes shown in brackets)
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Udstedet Niakornat Udstedet Nugatsiak
[Niaqornat (58)] [Nuugaatsiaq (84)]

Crowned oval, two line Kolonien Christianshaab
[Qasigiannguit (1253)]
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PARCEL POST ¢ Greenland, 1905-37 P T Py TP
Bears” parcel stamps:
Greenland cancels on
Parcel stamps — the “Polar Bears” i oo
Pakke-Porto
20 The 20 ore was the most used value, and was
gre produced in greatest numbers (345,000)-
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Avane (Northern Greenland) cancels
- used on stamps in savings books in 38 settlements
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PARCEL POST < Greenland, 1927

Parcel stamps — the “Polar Bears”

Usage as Savings Stamps

Savings Stamp Books

< Greenland’s “Polar
Bears” parcel stamps
played an important

role as savings stamps
in small settlements

Parcel stamps (almost always 20 ere stamps) could be accumulated in a special
savings book (Maerkinik nipitsuivfigssat = Sparemaerkebog), a frugal practice
common in small communities in northern Greenland (Avane). The saver signed
and dated the declaration at the top of the cover when cashing in the book at the
authorised office. The officer counted and recorded the total value of stamps in the
book, cancelled the stamps with the office number handstamp, wrote the receipt at
the foot of the cover, and paid the cash to the saver, who signed the receipt. The
redeemed books were retained by the officer and submitted annually to document

the accounting records of the office.
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<« Front cover (80%)

Savings Stamp Book
holding 17 stamps
(3kr 40 ore) redeemed
in Satut (Avane 28) on
22 Dec 1927 by Hans
Hendriksen

(See next two pages)

V¥ Satut hs (120%)
Nr 28 avane




Stamps

ings

Used as Sav

“Polar Bears”

PARCEL POST < Greenland, 1927

Pages 1-2, Satut Savings Stamp Book

Nr 28 avane
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PARCEL POST < Greenland, 1937

Parcel stamps — the “Polar Bears”
Usage as Savings Stamps

Savings Stamp Book, 1937

< Greenland’s “Polar
Bears” parcel stamps
played an important

role as savings stamps
in small settlements

Another example of a fully intact special savings book (Maerkinik nipitsuivfigssat
= Sparemaerkebog). Because the use of these books was a frugal practice common
in small communities in northern Greenland (Avane), the dominant language used
for the instructional text on the front (and back) cover is in Greenlandic, an Eskimo-
Aleut language spoken by Greenland’s more than 50,000 Inuit people. The
dominant form is Kalaallisut, the West Greenlandic dialect.

At the time the savings books were in use, the colonial language Danish was also in
use (especially in official contexts), but in more recent times its use has begun to

diminish in favour of Kalaallisut.

<« Front cover (90%)

Savings Stamp Book
holding 55 stamps
(11kr) redeemed in
Ujarasugssuk [= Riten-
benk] (Avane 8) on

13 Dec 1937 by Sofie
Nathanielsen

(See next two pages)

V¥ Crowned Kolonien
Ritenbenk and Nr 18
avane handstamps

(115%)




Ritenbenk Savings Stamp Book
Nr 18 avane

“Polar Bears” Used as Savings Stamps

Pages 34,

PARCEL POST <4 Greenland, 1937
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PARCEL POST < Greenland, 1927-37

Parcel stamps — the “Polar Bears”
Varieties Exhibited in Savings Books

Constant Plate Varieties

< The large number of
209 “Polar Bears” parcel
stamps in the Savings
Books shown here
naturally include some
constant plate varieties

The two Savings Books shown here (Satut 1927, Ritenbenk 1937) contain a total of 72
examples of the 20g parcel stamp, so represent a large and rather natural sample of
these stamps. Close examination reveals four constant plate varieties, none of which
is described in the Facit Special catalogue (though the “Dot by Seagull Wing” is in

the same place as the “Square by Seagull Wing”, Facit variety V* for the 1kr stamps).

A Stray Feather

A Dot by Seagull Wing ¥ Money Spiders

W W W VW W W

ATJOIRN

A Packman O;
Foam Flecks on Waves

4 Stamps on Page 2
of Satut (1927) Savings
Book

[1,2] Stray Feather
(also [2,2] on Page 1)

[1,3] Money Spiders



PARCEL POST < Greenland, 1937

Parcel stamps — the “Polar Bears”
Varieties Exhibited in Savings Books

Constant Plate Varieties

<4 Constant plate
varieties on 20s “Polar
Bears” parcel stamps in

1937 Savings Book

Constant plate varieties among the 55 parcel stamps in the Ritenbenk = Ujarasugssuk
Savings Book of Sofie Nathanielsen, redeemed on 13 Dec 1937. The varieties occur
on pp. 2-5. (None of these varieties is described in the Facit Special catalogue.)

Page 2 Page 5
[1,3] Packman O; Foam [1,2] Packman O; Foam
Flecks on Waves; Flecks on Waves;
[2,2] Stray Feather; [3,1] Dot by Seagull Wing

[4,2] Money Spiders

Page 3 Page 4
[1,2] Money Spiders

[3,1] Packman O; Foam
Flecks on Waves




SAVINGS STAMPS <> Greenland, 1938—-67

From 1927 a savings program was implemented by
placing Pakke-Post “Polar Bear” stamps in special
savings books. Books could be redeemed for the
value of the stamps, which were then cancelled.

When Pakke-Post stamps were discontinued in 1938,
special savings stamps (250 and 1kr) were issued so
the program could continue. Stamps of a new
design, in the same denominations, were issued in
1962. The general program ended in 1967.

1938-39. Savings stamps, Daka 1 (25¢), 2 (1kr)

SCTRTEI. =5
sitdlimadt¥
1 %
Purple linear ' g\
cancel (:‘)\Q :
Kolonien KRONE
Upernavik gWSparrem&rke

Cancelled stamp from
redeemed savings book

Sitdlimat (Greenlandic),
Sparemarke (Danish),
— Savings stamp

-
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-
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< Savings stamps

Two values: first issued in
1938-39; new design, 1962.

- | Sparemarke - | Sparemarke

Reference: Daka —
Cinderella 1999, Grgnland (GF7),
Daka Forlag 1998.

- [sitdlimat] - [sitdlimat]

23] (23

ORE 4 A ORE

| Sparemerke | - | Sparemarke

s

sitdlimat] - [sitdlimat

25 (25

1962. Savings stamps, Daka 3 (250), 4 (1kr)




PARCEL POST < Greenland: official reprints, 198385 * PakkeTorto
official rep.ri.nts
Celebrating the Pakke-Porto “Polar Bears” ﬁo;;:::f:lﬁnd

Ministry for Greenland (Ministeriet for Gronland) official reprints specialist notes.

— compound sheetlet of 10 ere, 20 ore, 70 ore and 1 krone (nytryk 1985)

GRoONLAND w PAKKE.poRTO

1905 . 1932

GRONLAND PAKKE-PORTO

1937. Sidste udgave af Pakke-Porto maerkerne, trykt i bogtryk hos J.H.
Schultz i Kebenhavn. Oplag 25.000 af hver veerdi. Takning 10%.
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[70 GRE 70

Ved en fejl var klicheerne til 10 eres maerket blevet forlagt, og der
fremstilledes derfor nye klicheer, der indeholdt nye varianter i forhold til
10 eres maerkerne der udkom forste gang i 1905.
Udgivet af Ministeriet for Grenland.

10 ere, 20 ore, 70 gre and 1 krone, line perf 10%.
Last issue of the pakke-post stamps, 1937.
Letterpress printing by J.H. Schulz in Copenhagen.
One printing of 25,000 of each value.

The original 10 ere blocks had been mislaid, so Schulz produced new blocks:
consequently, new varieties exist in the 10 ore stamps from this printing.



