
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VIEWS FROM NOBBY’S 
Newcastle Philatelic Society Newsletter 

Newcastle Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 34, Jesmond NSW 2299 
Website : www.newcastlephilatelicsociety.org.au 

November 2022   Newsletter 204     EDITOR: Jim MacDougall 

We meet at 2:00 on the  SECOND THURSDAY and the 2:00 on the THIRD WEDNESDAY of each 
month at Pasterfield Centre, Horizon Drive, Cameron Park 

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME 

MEETING SCHEDULE 

10 NOVEMBER  Thur:  monthly meeting, GREG LAIDLER – South Australia Centenary 

16 NOVEMBER  Wed:  social meeting, RUSSELL GODDARD – Pot Pourri 

23 NOVEMBER  Wed:  AUCTION, viewing 7:00 PM 

  8 DECEMBER  Thur:  monthly meeting, DON CATTERALL’s Quiz 

14 DECEMBER  Wed:  CHRISTMAS GET TOGETHER 

12 JANUARY  Thur:  monthly meeting, RON DAVIS – All Around Africa – one page per country 

18 JANUARY  Wed:  social meeting, JEFF KAISER, Australian Pre-paid PO Labels 
            RON DAVIS, Around Antarctica 

  9 FEBRUARY  Thur:  monthly meeting,– members bring 6 pages on any topic of interest 

15 FEBRUARY  Wed:  social meeting, DON RUTHERFORD – Pot Pourri 

  9 MARCH  Thur:  monthly meeting, VIV MANWARING – enstamped KGVI and QEII 

15 MARCH  Wed:  social meeting, JOHN EDWARDS – Australian Kangaroo series 

13 APRIL  Thur:  monthly meeting, members competition – Popular Choice, 6 pages on a topic starting 
with letter ‘E’ 

20 APRIL  Wed:  social meeting, ED BURNARD – A Couple of Australian States 

Next Auction 

Wed, November 23 

Viewing at 7:00,  auction at 8:00 
Members set-up at 6:00 

Christmas Party 

Come help us celebrate Christmas.  Our annual get-together 
will be on Wed, Dec 14 at the Pasterfield Centre, our usual 

meeting venue.  For details, see the President’s Piece inside. 
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PRESIDENT’S PIECE 
 

Writing this president’s report is a pleasure when there is so much good energy in our society.  Our meeting 

attendances are high, lots of members stay behind for a cuppa and a chat, and our displays are informative 

and entertaining.  Our monthly auctions have proved highly successful, with the income more than paying for 

rent of the venue.  Look on the website to see images from the lots in the next auctions. 

I would like to invite everyone (members, partners, friends) to our Christmas function.  For the first time, this 

will be a daytime event.  It will be held in the big hall at Pasterfield, with plenty of room, ample tables and 

chairs, and a commercial kitchen.  If past events are any guide, this will be an enjoyable afternoon.  

Some notes:-  doors open 11.30am 

  lunch from whenever we are ready. Say about 12.30 to 1.00pm 

  bring a plate for us all to share and enjoy 

  optional show and tell 

  hall booked until 4pm 

Please tell president Greg what you (and your spouse) will be bringing.  He will keep a sheet listing these.  If 

you are undecided what to bring, just check Greg’s sheet.  Please bring your own drinks. 

At the optional show and tell members can show something of interest to them. It could be a souvenir from a 

holiday, a family memory, something you have made such as tapestry or gemstones, or something you have 

found. It is up to you.  If you find it interesting, so will our members.  By putting $5 per person the tin, you will 

be helping pay for the rent of the room. 

Finally, thanks to Roger and Carol for their work in organising and bringing our afternoon teas to our meetings  

Thanks also to our many displayers who share their collections and knowledge with our members.  Lastly, 

thanks to everyone who attends our meetings and makes us such a successful society. 

Best wishes to members and families for a wonderful Christmas and a happy healthy new year.  

Greg Laidler, President 

 

SECRETARY’S SNIPPETS. 

 
As another year comes to an end, we are all looking forward to what many call the holiday season, a time for 
rest and catching up with family and friends.  This year we have moved from Covid lockdowns and various 
restrictions on our movements to what some term as Covid normal where we are again able to make plans to 
do everyday things that we used to be able to do pre March 2020. 

It is pleasing that our meeting attendances are now back to pre-Covid numbers and that some new faces have 
joined our society and other members are now attending. 

Please regularly check our website www.newcastlephilatelicsociety.org.au for the latest updates to our 
meeting programmes.  Whilst on the site you may like to look at scans of various exhibits as well as auction 
lots. 

Philatelic regards, John Moore, Secretary 

 
SWAP AND SALE NIGHT 

September 2022. 
 

Held on a Wednesday, this event received less support than normal with only 26 people in attendance. 
Fourteen regulars apologised and many intending collectors, both buyers and sellers, simply did not appear.   
Despite the lack of numbers we had a good night and thanks go to the five sellers who took tables.  Quite a few 
of the buyers went home with their arms full as both great material and plenty of bargains were up for grabs.  
Our next event will be an Auction to be held on the 23rd of November, please note – another Wednesday night.  
Hope to see you there. 

Don Catterall, Auction Convenor. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/NVJfCgZ0y3ckJxQ3Foxj8g?domain=newcastlephilatelicsociety.org.au
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HUNTER STAMP COMPANY 
Mike Lean 

Yesterday, Debbie, our faithful and reliable postlady, delivered a small package of covers that I had 
purchased on eBay.  Inside were two 1953 covers of the QE2 definitives of the day, which I had 
purchased as having been produced by The Hunter Stamp Company, of Newcastle NSW.  The Hunter 
Stamp Co is of special interest to me for several reasons.  Firstly I knew the lady who was The HS Co, 
Marj Mills, as I used to purchase stamps from her when I was in high school; secondly because she 
and my dad were both on the executive of the Newcastle Philatelic Society, as treasurer and secretary, 
so she was a family friend.  So I am always interested in finding covers from this source.  Anyway, the 
two covers arrived, and nowhere on them was there anything that said "Hunter Stamp Company". 
However they did have the right cancellation date and the CDS was from the GPO Newcastle, just 
around the corner and across the street from Marj's little shop, so the cancellations were a point in 
their favour.  I should say I was unfamiliar with the cachet on the covers.  Anyway, the covers both 
had cardboard stiffeners inside them, and I thought to take a look at those.  Once I did that I was 
immediately convinced that I was on the money.  Why?  Well, the cardboard stiffeners said nothing 
about the Hunter Stamp Co, but they were both cut from the outer packaging of a consignment of 
cigars!  How does that work?  No, Marj didn't smoke cigars, but her tiny little shop in the Hunter 
Arcade was right next to Newcastle's largest tobacconist of the day, and that settled it for me! 
Sometimes it's fun tracking things down. 
 

 

OLIVIA NEWTON-JOHN 

 

We were saddened to hear of the recent passing of Olivia Newton-
John, after her battle against cancer.  Recently her friend and singer 
John Farnham was also diagnosed with cancer.  Both have been 

depicted on Australian stamps in January 2013, in 
the Australian Legends series.  Notice that both 
have been awarded an Order of Australia honour. 

 Olivia Newton John set up the Cancer and Wellness 
Centre in Melbourne, and Australia Post helped in 
the fund raising. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTCARDS 

Don Catterall   Wed, Sept 21 

 
Don treated us to 60 pages of postcards on a selection of topics chosen from his seemingly inexhaustible 
collection.  Attendance was down a bit with 6 apologies in addition to the 12 members present.  There was a 
nice collection of scenes of Newcastle from the very early 1900s (the heyday of postcards).  Scenes included 

Cancer & Wellness Centre Appeal, 

issued 26 June 2012, as a self-adhesive 

stamp in a sheetlet of 10 stamps. 

Australian Legends series stamp, gummed, printed in 

sheets of 50 se-tenant with stamps depicting Olivia 

Newton-John and John Farnham, issued 18 January 2013. 

They were also issued as self-adhesive stamps in a booklet. 
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Hunter Street and Scott Street with the electric trams.  
One pictured a lumber yard on the land that is now Civic 
Park.  A card showed the enthusiastic crowds celebrating 
the coronation of King George V in King Edward Park. 

The second group of cards gave a history of the German 
Navy in WWI.  There were pictures of many of the 
German warships as well as ‘Feldpost’ cards from Naval 
officers aboard the cruiser SMS Moltke.  After the war, 
the entire German fleet was interred in Scapa Flow 
where the officers scuttled their ships to prevent them 
falling into English hands.  They were later salvaged for 
scrap metal. 

Another group of cards showed ships involved 
in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5.  Many of 
the Russian ships were sunk by the Japanese 
at Port Arthur.  Other cards showed pictures 
of the English royal family including some 
beautiful pictures of Princess Elizabeth as a 
young girl.  A dramatic set of pictures of 
volcanoes rounded out the show.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

NEWCASTLE MEMORABILIA DAY 

Thurs, Sept 8 

 
This year marks the 75th anniversary of the issuing 

of the ‘Newcastle Stamps’.  The three stamps issued 

in 1947 celebrated 150 years since the European 

discovery of Newcastle in 1797.  Our Society 

celebrated the event by inviting members to bring 

Newcastle memorabilia to show, philatelic or 

otherwise.  There was a great variety of interesting 

material to look at.  There was a nice collection of cinderellas, all on Newcastle themes; both Diamond and 

Black & White discount coupon books, and an extensive set of postal registration labels from Newcastle 

suburbs.  One highlight was a collection of full sheets of ‘show week’ coupons from many different years.  

Among many other items of interest were newspaper clippings, old street directories, railway stamps, and an 

1897 medallion that was issued for the 100th anniversary of Shortland’s Newcastle landing.  What a great 
afternoon it was. 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA POSTAL HISTORY – John Moore 

Thurs, June 9 

 
Papua New Guinea’s postal history went through many phases and John’s display 

documented them well.  Starting out as British New Guinea in 1885, it initially used 

Queensland stamps – not until 1901 did the 

first British New Guinea stamp series appear.  

Papua stamps were then used until WWII. 

During WW2 both USA and Japan had postal 

services in PNG.  Australian stamps were used 

after WW2 until 1951 which saw the 

beginning of  Papua New Guinea stamps. 

John showed us a huge variety of material, representing all facets 

of PNG’s history. There were covers and postcards from many 

different post offices.   There were Japanese occupation postcards, 

covers posted from US field post offices, a collection of 

registration labels from the town of Wewak and even a 

cancellation with a spelling mistake in it.  Many of the covers were 

in excellent condition and the PNG issues from the 1970s are very colourful.  The material 

was all nicely presented, with informative comments. 

John has a great deal more material from PNG and perhaps we will get to see more of it. 

 

New Catalogues – Available from Nordfirm 
 

It’s the time of year for many publishers of stamp catalogues to bring out new annual editions  Below is a 

sample of European catalogues available from Nordfirm.  They have a huge collection available – for their 

complete list, check out the website: https://www.nordfrim.com/catalogues  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Yvert & Tellier France 2023 

Yvert & Tellier - Monaco and more - 2023  

NVPH - Netherlands - 2023 

EDIFIL - Spain - 2023 

EDIFIL - Spain and Colonies - 2023 

MICHEL - Germany - 2022/2023 

Stanley Gibbons - Portugal and Colonies - 2022 

AFA - Denmark - 2023 

AFA - Eastern Europe - 2023 - Vol. I & II 

 

 

For information consult the website: 

https://www.perth2023stampshow.com/ 

 

https://www.nordfrim.com/catalogues
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AUSTRALIAN SOUVENIR SHEETS  -  Barry Parker 
BERMUDA  -  Jim MacDougall 

Wed Aug 17 
 

Another enjoyable double-barrelled meeting.  Barry showed 
us his collection of presentation packs – collectable souvenir 
sheets issued by Australia Post (mostly from the period 
2006-2014).  These sheets celebrate many diverse topics.  
Shown here is a typical one, issued in 2011 and celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of the Australian Army Officer 
Training facility at Duntroon (note that Duntroon began 
well before the federal parliament moved to Canberra).  
Among lots of others were ones featuring Olympic gold 
medallists from the early years, and 200 years of Australia 
Post uniforms.  Most sheets contain 10-12 stamps plus 
corresponding labels.  Many of us have not seen these kind 
of sheets before, so thanks to Barry to introducing us to 
them. 

Jim showed his collection of Bermuda mint stamps covering 
the period from the first issues in 1865 up to the early 
1970s.  Settled in 1612, Bermuda is Britain’s oldest colony.  
It’s first official stamp issue appeared in 1865, although 
some earlier postmaster’s provisional stamps exist.  Stamps 
before 1900 all feature Queen Victoria; issues from 1900 – 
1930 picture either a dockyard or an early explorer’s ship.  
Many Empire or UN omnibus issues appear, and not until the 

1950s did the Post Office break out and issue colourful series showing local 
scenes.  In the 60s and 70s they made up for lost time, issuing a number of very 
attractive commemoratives and pictorials.  In the 1940s and 50s, many stamps 
were cancelled by writing the date in pen across the stamp. 
 
 
 

 

BELGIAN CONGO – Tony Walker 

Wed, Oct 19 

 
Belgian Congo has a very interesting postal history 

but sadly this reflects a turbulent social and political 

history.  The area was privately owned by King 

Leopold II in the 1880s (he called it Congo Free State) 

and in 1908 was taken over as a Belgian colony.  

Exploitation of its extensive mineral resources led to 

brutal treatment of the indigenous population.  

Belgian self-interest meant that the country was not 

ready for independence when it came in 1960.  The 

competing interests of USA and USSR made matters 

worse, resulting in the separation of Katanga from 

Congo. And separate administration of Ruanda-

Urundi.  The UN sent a peacekeeping force to try to 

quell violence, and UN Secretary-General Dag 

Hammerskjold died in 1961 in a plane crash in the 

area – possibly his plane was shot down. 
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Tony’s display rellected all the stages of Congo’s development.  Beginning with nice French issues of 1895-90, 

Deutsche Ost Afrika from 1906, followed by Etat Ind du Congo stamps overprinted with Belgisch Congo.  We 

saw beautiful complete sets, in particular the 1932 indigenous scenes and 

the 1948 indigenous art series.  Many nice covers 

illustrated the various usages.  

The display was beautifully 

produced.  As well, Tony gave an 

excellent summary of the 

complex history of this unlucky 

country. 

 
 
 

John Moore Receives Award 
 

John is shown here signing the register after being named a Member 
of the Australian Philatelic Order.  The presentation was made at the 
AGM of the Australian Philatelic Federation, held this year in 
Melbourne on Oct 8.  John’s award is recognition of distinguished 
service to the philatelic community and usually at most one is given 
each year. 
The medal is very attractive.  It features 
the 1838 stamped embossing that was 
used on lettersheets to indicate that 
postage was prepaid – NSW was the first 
to do this.  The embossing shows the 
coat-of-arms of King George IV (even 
though Victoria assumed the throne in 
mid 1837). 

Hearty congratulations to John! 
 
John has also been busy exhibiting recently.  He has shown his 1988 

Australia Living Together display at the Indonesia 2022 Exhibition in Jakarta and ANPEX 2022 in Adelaide, 
attaining Vermeil in both.   He showed his Jamhuri 1964 – the locally hand-stamped overprints (Zanzibar) at 
ANPEX, gaining a Large Silver. 
 
 

Upcoming Exhibitions: 

 New Zealand 2023, FIAP, Auckland, 4 - 7 May 2023 

 Hobart National Single Frame Exhibition, 19 - 21 May 2023 

 Taipei 2022, 11 - 15 August 2023 

 

Maitland Xmas Visit 

We are cordially invited to visit the Maitland Stamp Club on Monday, Dec 12.  This is a long-

standing Christmas tradition and we look forward to an enjoyable afternoon.  The meeting 

starts at 2:00 pm and members are invited to take six pages of something interesting to show 

around.  Their meetings are held at the Polish Club, 6 Grant St. in Maitland. 
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   A Scandalous stamp! 

In 1859 New Brunswick adopted a decimal currency (as did Canada and Nova Scotia).  

Consequently a new set of postage stamps was needed.  The newly appointed Postmaster-

General for the colony, Charles Connell, arranged for the American Banknote Co of New York 

to prepare the new series.  To his credit, it included two firsts - the first 

stamp ever to picture a locomotive and the first stamp ever to picture a ship.  

They are shown here.  The controversial thing however was that while the 

2¢ and 10¢ stamps pictured Queen Victoria as expected, the brown 5¢ stamp pictured Connell 

himself.  There was an immediate uproar from just about everyone, including his own 

government, and Connell was forced to purchase all the stamps and destroy them, which he 

did with a large fire in his garden.   Of course, a few survived – it is known that he gave each of  

two daughters a sheet, but it is believed these were destroyed.  It’s not known how many exist 

today but estimates vary from two dozen to 50 or 60 (all unused - no used examples are 

known).  The one shown here was obtained recently by 

your editor; it has been torn but expertly repaired.  Proofs of the stamp such 

as the orange one seen here are easier to find.  Also shown here is the green 

5¢ stamp that replaced Connell’s, appropriately featuring the Chalon 

portrait of Queen Victoria.   Despite this monumental blunder, Charles 

Connell went on to have a successful political career. 

 

 

A young lady, being desirous of covering her dressing room with cancelled postage stamps, has been so far 

encouraged in her wish by private friends as to have succeeded in collecting 16,000.  These, however, being 

insufficient, she will be greatly obliged if any good-natured person who may have these (otherwise useless) little 

articles at their disposal, would assist her in her whimsical project.  

       – Item in a London newspaper, 1841 

Today’s Website  https://www.museumofphilately.com/  

I was alerted to this website by an email to members from our secretary, John Moore.  This is the Museum 

of Philately, actually a virtual museum organised by high-end auctioneer David Feldman.  On display are 

many of the finest collections in the world (79 of them, to be exact)’ most of them multiple gold medal 

winners.  They represent some of the best-known collectors in philatelic history, not all of them still alive.  

Twenty-one of these collections have been nominated to compete for the first time for the Rowland Hill 

Medal, chosen by popular vote by us, the viewers.  What a great site! 

Philas Auction 

The next Philas regular auction will be held on 

Nov 12, Saturday 

at Philas House, 17 Brisbane St, Surrey Hills.  For all 

Philas auctions, there is a 15% buyer’s premium.  For 

further information – check the Philas website 

https://www.philas.net.au/. 

Wanted! 

Jeff collects Australian postage paid labels.  Does 

anyone else collect them, or have any they don’t 

need?  Please phone at 0411292603  

 

Empire Classics 

https://www.museumofphilately.com/
about:blank

