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Early cats first appeared in the early
Pliocene Epoch, 5.3 to 3.6 million
years ago, and have continued with
remarkably little change into modern
times. However, the earliest known
association between cats and humans
dates as far back as the origins of
agriculture in the Middle East about
9500 years ago. A fossil discovery in
China suggests that humans allowed
cats to hunt mice and other rodents
that threatened grain stores, and
possibly fed the cats or allowed them
to eat left-over food, 5300 years ago.
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BENGAL TIGERS AND LEOPARDS FROM INDIA, MALAYSIA, AND AFRICA
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Big cats, Wild cats, Domestic cats — cats are known in every country, and are

~sometimes REVERED, as in Ancient Egypt with the Sphynx species.
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Early Leopard cats interbred with wild cats up to 3000 years ago, when modern domestic
cats replaced them
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THE MORE UNUSUAL WILD CATS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
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