
The story behind the 1929 1½d stamp commemorating the 

Centenary of (European) Settlement in Western Australia. 
 

The centenary of the first permanent European settlement in Western Australia was commemorated 

by the issue of a stamp which paid the basic letter rate of 1½ pence for a letter addressed within 

Australia or the British Empire. 

 

The Western Australian government was asked to suggest a design, who in turn asked George Pitt 

Morison, Curator of the Western Australian Art Gallery for ideas. He suggested the following designs. 

 

 

 

George Pitt Morison (1861-1946) was an accomplished artist in his own right. 

He was noted for his painting ‘The Foundation of Perth 1829’, which was 

commissioned as part of Western Australia’s centenary celebrations, and 

presented to the Art Gallery of Western Australia in February 1829. 

 

 

 



 

 

Morison modified one of these designs as the final design. His original artwork, reduced in size, is 

shown above. It shows the state’s emblem, the black swan, in a central oval, with stems of kangaroo 

paw, the state’s floral emblem, up the sides. The colour was red, according to the rules of the 

Universal Postal Union. The central vignette appeared to be a darker red, since the engraved lines 

were wider and closer together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The final stamp 

as issued. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The Western Australian government asked for a two colour printing, with the swan in black in the 

central vignette. This was widely used overseas (see the American stamps below, which has the five 

digit plate numbers of the red plate and the black plate in the top selvedge). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Australian Note and Stamp Printing Office (Melbourne) printed stamps in two colours, but this 

issue was printed in one colour. This was due to cost and the time taken for the extra print run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The stamps were printed by the intaglio process, a method of engraving. A steel master die was 

carefully engraved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This impression was transferred to a ‘rolling in’ wheel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Then the rolling in wheel was used to roll in successive images onto the steel printing plate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twelve printing plates were prepared for this stamp. Each plate has its number engraved at the top 

left corner when printed. 

 

 

  



Each printing plate is carefully checked for flaws before printing. A proof sheet is printed and this is 

also checked for flaws. Sometimes a flaw is missed, or the correction to a flaw makes a new flaw. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



This stamp has one obvious constant plate variety, where the swan has a double neck. Its discovery 

was publicised in the newspapers, allowing collectors to buy one a face value from their local post 

office. Only one stamp on one sheet was affected, and this sheet may not have been available at the 

local post office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The stamp in question is shown at the left. A second variety, not as obvious, is also on the same 

sheet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



There were other minor varieties, caused by small scratches. These stamps were recess printed, 

meaning that the scratches filled with ink and were printed as a red line. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


