The story behind the 1929 172d stamp commemorating the
Centenary of (European) Settlement in Western Australia.

The centenary of the first permanent European settlement in Western Australia was commemorated
by the issue of a stamp which paid the basic letter rate of 1'% pence for a letter addressed within
Australia or the British Empire.

The Western Australian government was asked to suggest a design, who in turn asked George Pitt
Morison, Curator of the Western Australian Art Gallery for ideas. He suggested the following designs.

George Pitt Morison (1861-1946) was an accomplished artist in his own right.
He was noted for his painting ‘The Foundation of Perth 1829, which was
commissioned as part of Western Australia’s centenary celebrations, and
presented to the Art Gallery of Western Australia in February 1829.
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Morison modified one of these designs as the final design. His original artwork, reduced in size, is
shown above. It shows the state’s emblem, the black swan, in a central oval, with stems of kangaroo
paw, the state’s floral emblem, up the sides. The colour was red, according to the rules of the
Universal Postal Union. The central vignette appeared to be a darker red, since the engraved lines
were wider and closer together.
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The final stamp

as issued.
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The Western Australian government asked for a two colour printing, with the swan in black in the
central vignette. This was widely used overseas (see the American stamps below, which has the five
digit plate numbers of the red plate and the black plate in the top selvedge).
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The Australian Note and Stamp Printing Office (Melbourne) printed stamps in two colours, but this
issue was printed in one colour. This was due to cost and the time taken for the extra print run.




The stamps were printed by the intaglio process, a method of engraving. A steel master die was
carefully engraved.




Then the rolling in wheel was used to roll in successive images onto the steel printing plate.

Twelve printing plates were prepared for this stamp. Each plate has its number engraved at the top
left corner when printed.



Each printing plate is carefully checked for flaws before printing. A proof sheet is printed and this is
also checked for flaws. Sometimes a flaw is missed, or the correction to a flaw makes a new flaw.




This stamp has one obvious constant plate variety, where the swan has a double neck. Its discovery
was publicised in the newspapers, allowing collectors to buy one a face value from their local post
office. Only one stamp on one sheet was affected, and this sheet may not have been available at the
local post office.
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THE PHILATELIST

“The Daily News” Stamp Club |

—

FREAK CENTENARY STAMP'

(Conducted by “Specinlist”)

- Regarding the possible acarcity of tho
freak centenary stamp, to which refore
ence wad made in last week's issue, It
has been pointed out that the estimation
thet ‘the varlety will occur onoe in every
950 of the ten milllon stamps igsued. has
bean made without due cons!deration of
the facts of preparstion. ‘The wvarletv
occurs ol plate 2; plates 1 to 4 were’
prepared first, snd in order to make sure '
that supplies would reach out-lying poss |
offices in good time for the date of i5-
sue, these plates were immediately used,
while the next group of four plates were
being prepared, when they in turn were
immediately put into cperation,

When the last group of plates, Nos. 8
to 12, were ready for printing, Nos. 1 to
4 had already been used twice as long
as Noa. § to 8, so that by the time the
Issue of ten milllon stamps had been
completed, the first group jor one-third,
and the third gtoup for ane.sixth, From
plate 2, therefore, one and a guarter mil-
lfon stamps were printed, or one-eighth
of the total, so that in the Ught of this
reasoning, which ls the opinicn of Ar,
A. Rosenblum, the freak stamp s In the
proportion of one in 650, which means
that it will not be so rare as was frst
thought, :




CENTENARY STAMP
One Freak .In 960

‘PHILATELISTS OYERJOYED

—

J MELBOURNE, Friday.

One In every 560 of the thousands 'cf
Western Australlan Centenary stamps
Issued by the post office has a distin-
gulshing pecullarity, .The novelty has
been detected by philatelists at Ballarat
and collectors are 50 overioyed by the
discovery that they are reborted tn ha
offering up to 10s each for the freaks,
but Mr. A. Rosenblum, a world author-
Ity .on Australlan stamps, said today |
that the value was purely fietitlous, The
#~mps, although strangely ‘marked, had

no spesial value,

The distinguishing features of the
960th stamp are what appears to be a
ring pround the neck of the swan, and
8 blur aver the” word Australin’ at’ the
.t'o.p' b I "t at,

These, Mr. Rosondlum explained: were
caused 'by a dupleation In"the printing
nrocess, in which 12 plates were "uzee.
It happened that.onee-in 860 times -the
duplication accurred, ‘giving the stamp
s pecullar marking. =~ o
" As the "post office, for obVious  rea-
sons, declines 'to disclose the volume of
the issue of the Centenary.stamp, it is
Imnossible - to- say haw manv of  Lhe
raritles exist, A wide fleld is ‘open
for a hunt by philateifats. The stamps
are ‘distributed el over the Comimon-
wealth, . | R

Every one of the 8730 post offices,
Inclding the smallest ones in:the re-
motest corners of the Nertnern . Terrltory;
recelved its quola. appertioned on thra
rormal needs of the centre. :

The Issue was released at all offices
on Seplember 28. Pursuit of the freaks;
Intense though §t certainly wpn be
emang confirmed collectors. will lase
some of Its spirlt becouse of the au-
nouncement that no - speelal maonetary
value ‘atiaches to-the nursued. - - ‘
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THE PHILATELIST

“The Daily News"” Stamp Club

THE CERTENARY °*FREAR”

Much Interest has been aroused among
collectors by the discovery of a freak or
pecullarly marked stamp of the Cen-
tenary Swan issue. As the whole issue
of ten million stamps was prepared from
| twelve plates, each of 80 stamps, and
as the freak occurs once ofnly cn one
plate (plate No- 2) thls means thai one
in 960 has the peculiarlty. Copies of
the freak are therefore’ belng carefully
sought for, with the result that alveady
it has been reported that up to 10s each
has been realised for coples.

Mr. A. Rosenblum, of Melbourne, 2
world authority on Australlan stamps,
has said thai this high vplue was pure-
ly fctitlous, and intimated that al-
though the stamp was interesting it had
no specis]l valne. In this he was re-
ferring to the cash value. which of
course will not settle Usell for some
tine—possibly a year or twe—unt{] there

is some indication of the number of

treaks that have been preserved by deal-
ers and spatulators to satisty  future
demands.

If & large supply has heen saved the
value Is certainly not lUkely to reach
10s unless the demand Js enormous,
which Is not probable, because afler all
the stamp Is not an “crror,” but one of
the “varieties” for which Australlan
stamps £3 a whole are unfortunstely
noted. ©One of our merbers, feeling
that Mr, Rosenblum has too lightly dis-
missed any special signlficance arntach-
ing to _the stamnp, wrltes as follows;—-

AN OPINIGN 7

"The novelty is worthy of far more
consideration than has been grantad it.
It is hardly fair te say that it was de-
tected at Ballarat, for 1t was known to
local collectors on September 2B, the
date of issue. The distinguishing fea-
ture of the freak Is & curved Hna in
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ture of the fresk Is & curved lin? in
front ol the swan's neck nnd the olucred
appearance of the lekier “T" iIn "Aus-
(ralia” and “W" in “Western”

'This particular stamp i5 No. 64 In
plate 2; there are gther minor fiaws in
plate 2, sueh as hair lnes on stamps
21 and 79, and & dot after “5" in "Auys-
tralia” on stamp 69. A further re-
entry occurs on T4 of plate 8, This
starnp Is simlar to 64, plate 2, but wigh-
out the line in front of the swan's neck.
Mr., Rosenblum is, no doubl, an autho-
rity on Australian stamps, but I think
that despite his comment the ficak,
which is cne of the best re-entries of
the Commonwealtlt stamps, will recefve
&5 much consideration as other slamps
of the same category, and thet it will
be emgerly sought after by philgielists
throughout Australia,"—"Philateliss
Subiaco,

We thank- “Philatelist” for his infor-
mative letter, and there is no doubt that
the freak will cause a very careful scri-
tiny of all the Centenary stamps which
comé Into the hands of c¢ollectors.




The stamp in question is shown at the left. A second variety, not as obvious, is also on the same
sheet.
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There were other minor varieties, caused by small scratches. These stamps were recess printed,
meaning that the scratches filled with ink and were printed as a red line.
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