
Philatelic Quiz   -   Australian trivia   -   No. 2 
 

1. International Post Stamps were introduced as a result of the GST. In what year was it? 

 

 A)  1966  (B)  1988  (C)  2000 

 

 

2. During some years of the 1900s, the post office would ‘buy back’ stamps that had not been used.  

 When did this practice end? 

 

 (A)  1967  (B)  1977  (C)  1987 

 

 

3. When was the first dedicated Christmas stamp issued? 

 

 (A)  1957  (B)  1967  (C)  1973 

 

 

4. What has been the highest value Australian stamp issued?  

 

 (A)  $20 stamp (B)  $25 stamp (C)  $50 stamp 

 

 

5. In what year was the first Queen’s Birthday stamp issued?  

 

 (A)  1976  (B)  1978  (C)  1980 

 

 

6. These stamps were the first in Australia to feature a hologram. When were they issued? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (A)  1995  (B)  1999  (C)  2004 

 

 

7. How many times has the Anzac Landing been commemorated on Australian  

     stamps, up to and including 2015? 

 

 (A)  twice  (B)  three times  (C)  four times 

 



8. Until the ‘Australian Legend’ series of stamps, the only named living 

person who could be shown on an Australian stamp was the king or 

queen, or another member of the royal family The first living person (not 

royalty) on an Australian stamp was the scout in the 1948 issue? Who is 

shown? 

 

 (A)  Based on a magazine photograph, no one knows his identity 

 (B)  Owen Manley, the son of the stamp engraver Frank Manley 

 (C)  Charles Beaumont, the son of the Postmaster General 

 

 

9. A popular but short lived private mail delivery service using bicycles was set up in 1895 in which 

Western Australian town? 

 

 (A)  Kalgoorlie   (B)  Perth  (C)  Coolgardie 

 

 

10. The ‘kangaroo and map’ stamps were issued in January 1913. How many 

different stamps were in the original 1913 issue on first watermark paper? 

 

 (A)  ten  (B)  fifteen  (C)  eighteen 

 

 

11. The kangaroo and koala logos in the margin represent the number of reprints. How many reprints  

 have there been for this stamp? 

 

 (A)  three (B)  five (C)  seven 

 

 

12. This 20c stamp has $10.00 in the top margin. The $10 is the: 

 

 (A)  value of the stamp series 

 (B)  face value of the entire mint sheet of stamps 

 (C)  accounting value of the supply of stamps 

 

 

 

13. Some Australian high value stamps were overprinted SPECIMEN and placed in 

Collector Packs. This includes the high value kangaroos, robes, arms and navigator 

stamps. What was the lowest value stamp to be overprinted SPECIMEN? 

 

 (A)  five shillings (B)  ten shillings (C)  one pound 

 

 

 

 

14. What were the first stamps issued that had AUSTRALIA printed in them as the country of issue? 

 

 (A) the brown and blue Commonwealth issue of NSW and Qld 1904 

 (B)  the 1909 bicolour postage dues 

 (C)  the kangaroo stamps of 1913 

 

 

 



15. Australian stamps (and those of Papua) were printed at the Australian Note and Stamp Printing 

Branch. In which city was this located? 

 

 (A)  Sydney  (B)  Melbourne (C)  Canberra 

 

 

16. For which event was the first Australian commemorative stamp issued? 

 

 (A)  the Silver Jubilee of King George V 

 (B)  to mark Australia’s Federation 

 (C)  the opening of the new Parliament House in Canberra 

 

 

17. In 1946-7 Australian Army units were stationed in Japan. The stamps they used 

were overprinted “B.C.O.F. 1946”  in black. What do the initials BCOF stand for? 

 

 (A)  British Colonial Occupation Forces 

 (B)  British Commonwealth Occupation Forces 

 (C)  British and Commonwealth Occupation Forces 

 

 

18. Who was the famous Australian aviator named on a set of Australian stamps issued in 1931? 

 

 (A) John & Reginald Duigen, first powered flight in an Aust built aeroplane 

 (B) Maurice Guillaux, first mail flight Sydney to Melbourne 

 (C) Charles Kingsford Smith, made record breaking flights 

 

 

19. The practice of perforating stamps OS for Commonwealth 

Government use ceased in which year? OS overprints were used for a 

short period. 

 

 (A)  1932  (B)  1942  (C)  1953 

 

 

20. Stamps showing the sideface portrait of King George V issued from 1914 replaced some of the 

kangaroo stamps issued in 1913. What was the reason for this? 

 

 (A)  Popular opinion thought that the kangaroo stamps  

  were too simple and basic 

 (B)  The kangaroo stamps were too un-Australian 

 (C)  There was a change in government from anti- 

  monarchy to pro-monarchy 

 

 

 

 


