Newcastle Philatelic Society Newsletter
VIEWS FROM NOBBY'S

Newcastle Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 239C, NEWCASTLE 2300
NOVEMBER, 2005 : Newsletter No. 135 : EDITOR: Ron Davis

WHAT’S ON IN YOUR SOCIETY

THE NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETS 7.30pm SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH,
MAYFIELD EX-SERVICES CLUB, 2nd FLOOR MEETING ROOM, HANBURY STREET, MAYFIELD.
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME.

DATES DETAILS
Thurs. 10 Nov. 2005 OTHER HOBBIES NIGHT : What ELSE are you interested in ??

Wed. 16 Nov. 2005 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Street, New Lambton East,
- display by JOHN MOORE, Matchboxes from Australia and overseas (phillumeny).

Sun. 29 Nov. 2005 Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.
Thurs. 8 Dec. 2005 “1901-1941 AUSTRALIAN POSTAGE RATES” - Display by KEVIN NELSON

Mon. 12 Dec. 2005 N.P.S. Visit to Maitland Stamp Club — 7.30pm, East Maitland Bowling Club,
(2nd Monday) Bank Street, East Maitland. Our members’ displays.

Sun. 18 Dec. 2005 Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

Note — there will be NO Daytime Meeting in December, because of the close proximity of
Christmas (the third Wednesday is the 21%).

Thurs. 12 Jan. 2006 “RICHARD BATES ART WORK?” — Display from the PHILAS Collection
Sun. 15 Jan. 2006 Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

Wed. 18 Jan. 2006 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Street, New Lambton East,
- display by JOHN MOORE, Postal History of Papua & New Guinea, 1946 to 1990.

Thurs. 9 Feb. 2006 “AIR MAIL RATES” - Display by DAVID COLLYER (Sydney)

Wed. 15 Feb. 2006 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 am., 43 Mackie Street, New Lambton East.
Sun. 19 Feb. 2006 Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

Thurs. 23 Feb. 2006 STAMP SALE BY TENDER (details, phoné Don Catterall 02— 4943 5639)

Thurs. 9 March 2006 | “FROM RHODES TO RIMINI — Ambling around the Aegean and the Adriatic” -
Display by RON DAVIS

FROM YOUR NEW PRESIDENT - CAROL DAVIS :

Another year has gone by with great rapidity — it is SO hard to accept that Christmas is only a number of weeks away !

The SANTA CARD PROJECT which Kevin and Marie Simkus have so diligently handled for 10 years is now being run
by SIDS & KIDS (Hunter Region). Unfortunately their advertisement didn’t appear in the philatelic press, so they need
your support. Address is : Santa Card, P.O. Box 64, THE JUNCTION N.S.W. 2291. Please quote name and address
to be written on the card — total cost is $3, and let them know if you require different cards for each child, or all the
same. Itis intended to use up stocks of previous cards printed, and they anticipate all requests will be out before mid-
December. Cut—off date {G* December, 2005.

jrhose'who have studied the Society's Activity Programme for the next ten months will notice there is a good variety
in subject matter being presented by visiting guest speakers and our own members — it should be an interesting
period.

While we have a good attendance of dedicated members at our meetings, over the years | have observed there are
many who remain comparatively quiet about their philatelic collections. It is our hope to encourage these people to
show what philatelic matter they collect (whether it be in stock books, on sheets, or loose), and describe why they
collect what they do — a sort of “Show and Tell” — only meant to be short.

In closing, on behalf of members of the Committee, | would like to wish members and their families a
Joyous Christmas and a Prosperous New Year!! - Carol Davis, President -

¢ Because the heart pauses after each _beat, it actually spends more than 40 per cént of its working life at rest. i
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THE ANNUAL COMPETITION, AUGUST 2005.

Eight entries were received in the Annual Competition in the Experienced section, and three entries
were in the Beginner’s section. There were no entries in the Intermediate section.

Experienced entries received were from :

Don Catterall — Australian Customs Duty Stamps — awarded a Ruby. This was possibly one
of the most complete collections of these special Cinderella stamps in Australia.

Russell Goddard — Philatelic Exhibitions and Stamp Shows — awarded an Emerald.
Miniature sheets and commemorative items , mainly from Australian exhibitions.

Kim Dwyer — Diamonds — awarded a Ruby. Diamonds in shape, subject matter, and form,
even including a telegram from the Queen for a Diamond Wedding anniversary.

Kevin Dwyer — Douglas Mawson — awarded a Ruby. A very good collection of material
relating to this Antarctic explorer, and the ANARE Base named after him.

John Pugsley — Northern Natal (Boer War) — awarded a Ruby. A really fine assemblage of
scarce, rare, and unique Boer War material.

John Moore - Australian Registered Postal Rates — awarded a Ruby. A study of the
changing rates for registered mail over the years, with some fascinating Australian postmarks.

Bernard Doherty — Care and Problems in Delivering Mail — awarded a Ruby. Some
hardly-ever-seen printed labels used by Australia Post, and the story of why they were used.

Tony Walker — Polyarniki and the Soviet Arctic — awarded a Ruby. Covers and philatelic
material from the staff of the Soviet Drift Stations

The winner of the Annual Competition, Experienced Section, was announced at the A.G.M. on 13
August *05, being JOHN PUGSLEY. All the entries were judged to be VERY close - KEVIN
DWYER was only a fraction of a point behind John, and Third place was only a fraction behind him,
being DON CATTERALL. For the record, the judges were Trevor Dumbrell, Don Rutherford, and
Ron Davis. Each judge awarded points for each entry in six different categories. ' These were then
totalled and divided by three to find the final positions. 65+ achieved an Emerald award, 75+
achieved a Ruby award, and 85+ was needed for a Diamond.

Three entries were received in the Beginners Section — “Shells”, “Antelopes”, and “Vanishing
Wildlife”. This Section was judged by the popular vote of those members attending the meeting, and
the winner of was “Antelopes”, entered by GLADYS TYACK, who now progresses to the
Intermediate Section in next year’s competition. Subtitled “Horns”, the entry concentrated on stamps
showing the weird array of horns carried by these mainly African animals.

RAMESES HAD
ARTHRITIS

Ateam of Canadian and French
radiologists has concluded that
- Rameses II, known as “Rameses the
. Great”, suffered from a form of
* degenerative arthritis, according to a
report by the Discovery Channel.
Studies of the reports made after,
examining the royal mummy indicate
- he probably suffered mild symptoms of -
i the disease from about the age of 50
' onwards, but this didn’t stop him living
until he was-92. With more than one
hundred wives, he fathered at least 200
~ children. Rameses ruled for 67 years
and was responsible for building a
" number of important temples.

e A camgl cgn survive without water for days, even months, as it loses little 'moistl'Jre through sweat. If food is
scarce it will gat 7almost anything — skin, thorns, bones, meat, fish, its bridle, even its owner’s tent !!

» Rain contains Vitamin B12. 2
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THE SECRETARY’S SNIPPETS |

The 2005 Secretary’s Annual Report, in retrospect ...

There was a mistake in my Annual Report which was very quickly picked up at the Annual
General Meeting in August '05 :

April's POPULAR CHOICE COMPETITION was “Something philatelic starting with the
letter N.”  The joint winners were WARREN OLIVER — “N.S.W. Numeral Cancels”, and
JOHN PUGSLEY - “N.S.W. Mounted Rifles Contingent in the Boer War”.

At the Swan River 2004 Exhibition in Western Australia, JOHN PUGSLEY was awarded a
Vermeil with his entry titled “Aspects of the Boer War".

A couple of items which COULDN'T go in the last Newsletter :

The 2005 winner of the DORON TROPHY was BERNARD DOHERTY.

The winner of the 2005 ANNUAL COMPETITION was JOHN PUGSLEY, very closely
followed by Kevin Dwyer.

Over the past few months, a number of Newcastle Philatelic Society members have
entered exhibits in the following exhibitions :

Northern Beaches Expo 2005, one Frame Inter-Club team competition -

Diamond : Kevin Dwyer. Kevin's entry scored the highest individual score

Ruby : John Hill, John Pugsley, Bemard Doherty and Tony Walker. Tony also won a special prize.
Emerald : Greg Korsman, Kim Dwyer and Don Catterall.

The overall winning team was from The Philatelic Society of N.S.W. However (‘sour

grapes’ and all that), had we put Kevin’s entry in with John Hill's team instead of with
Greg's team, WE probably would have won.

Sydney Stamp Expo 05

Gold and Special Prize : John Pugsley — “Aspects of the Boer War 1899-1902” (upgraded from a
previous Vermeil standard at Swan River 2004).

Large Vermeil : Bernard Doherty — “U.S.A. Americana Senies, 1975-1983, Definitive Stamps”.
Large Vermeil : Lionel Savins — New Zealand 1935 Definitives”.

Vermeil : Kevin Dwyer; and Ruby : Kim Dwyer.

It was interesting that the special prize won by John was donated by The Newcastle
Philatelic Society.

Swan River 2005 National One Frame Class, Perth :

Ruby : John Moore — “Australian Registered Letter Rates”.
- Emerald : Bernard Doherty — “Australia’s Parcel Post”.

At the Lake Macquarie City Council’s Art Gallery in BoorragiL', there will be an Australia
Post Exhibition of scarce and unique Archival material, from November 2005 to danuvary 1%
2006. This is possibly only the SECOND TIME that such a top-quality display has been

" outside a Capital city !! It includes original artwork, unaccepted designs, proofs, and other
hardly-ever-seen-before items which include the 1953 Produce Food stamps, 1934 Wool
Centenary, 1961 Aboriginal Stockman, 1946 Major Thomas Mitchell, 1948 William Farrer,
1969 Sugar, Timber, Wheat & Wool, and 1953 Young Farmers issues. A “must see” !!

- John Moore, Secretary -

. Buttt)erlfhes have some strange eating habits — the red South American Flambeau collects salt from the
- eyeballs of reptiles such as turtles and caimans (a kind of crocodile).
3

T
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VISIT BY MAITLAND STAMP CLUB - 8" SEPTEMBER 2005
Displays at the N.P.S. meeting by various members of the Maitland Stamp Club.

1. DAVID CARRATT - INDIAN MAP STAMPS

Although the “Map” stamps are all of the same design, there are different
colours for each denomination, and there are two different watermarks.

These stamps were first issued in 1957, and were also used for Indian military
forces sent to the Congo as United Nations troops in 1962, and troops continuing ;
their engagement in the International Commission in Indo-China (Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam) in
1957. Different overprints were used on the Map stamps (in Hindi) for each country’s engagement.
David said that we could “check the back of the book” for the numerous overprints to this series.

2. GEORGE KUZELIC - SPECIAL EVENT SHEETS

These colourful stamp sheets are all in A4 size, and originally were in a format of 10 stamps with a
descriptive design around them. A new format of 20 stamps was introduced, with specials in a
format of 9. George included in his display the Special Event Sheet produced by the Newcastle
Philatelic Society for the Newcastle Post Office Centenary 1903-2003. Also included were Lord of
the Rings, Star Wars, and The Lion King, and two Rotary sheets signed by the designer, whom he
met at the Sydney Explorer 2005 exhibition. :

3. GEORGE KUZELIC - POLAND IN WORLD WAR 2

Poland was occupied (“absorbed”) in 1939 by Germany during WW2, and in 1940 stamps inscribed
“GENERALGOUVERNEMENT” were issued. In addition to including these in his display, George
had the 1941-45 issues of the exiled Government in London (“Wojsko Polskie w w. Brytanii”
[1941]), and (“1939-45 Krakaw”), which were for correspondence on Polish sea-going vessels and
‘from Polish Military Camps in Great Britain. There were issues from Italy (“Italii Poczta Ostedli
Polskich”) and issues by the Red Cross (“Polska Marynarka Wojenna, Agencia Pocztowa”). George
also included the 1939 Deutsche Post OSTEN overprints on the President von Hindenburg series, and
the overprints for the Capture of “MONTE CASSINO 18.V.1944” by the Polish Army. Poland
became an independent republic in 1944.  An interesting slice of European history.

4. JOHN LAVENDER - N.S.W. NUMERAL CANCELS

John’s display featured a fascinating array of postal cancellations from various towns and often
obscure little villages around N.S.W., and some indicated a change in spelling of the town/village
name. One of these was Narramine in 1882, changing to Narromine in 1900. Another was 365
Jereelderie in 1862, changing to Jerilderie in 1890. Included were 928 Tweed Heads (opened 1878),
Goodooga, Wanaaring, Bungendore, Bega, Wee Waa, Kembla, Grafton 1840, Coraki (Richmond
River), Nowra, Hay, Hillston, Booligal, Balranald, Germanton, Coonamble, Crookwell, and
697 William Street !!

5. JOHN FORDHAM - SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC

“Signs of the Western Zodiac” was John’s title, “zodiac” being a Greek word
meaning “circle of animals”, and his display included stamps and stamps on cover.
The Zodiac is divided into 4 houses - Water, Fire, Earth, Sky — with 6 male and 6
female signs : Gemini, Sagittarius, Taurus, Capricorn, Scorpio, Pisces, Aries,
Aquarius, Cancer, Leo, Libra and Virgo. John had a stamp and cover for each.

6. MARK SAXBY - SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND ITS DEPARTMENTALS

Mark’s display covered the period 1855 (the year that South Australia was granted responsible
government) to 1906. He apologised for the blank square on the first page — 500 imperf. 1/- stamps
printed in a violet colour were sent to the Colony from London, but as they were easily confused with
the blue 6d. value, they were never issued and were (supposedly all) destroyed on Sth June 1857.
Some copies “escaped”, and all known copies are mint. In 1858-1859, the remainders of the
imperforate 1d, 2d, 6d, and 1/- orange stamps were rouletted, and later issues (1870-1873) were
perforated. From 1868, all stamps were printed in Adelaide. The first “departmentals” were
overprinted “0.S.” in 1874 on the 1858 issues. The display included the “TENPENCE” overprint on
three of the higher values, and the “3d.” and “8d.” overprints of 1876-1900. 1904-to 1911 saw the
introduction of the unusual “Long Toms”, which were then superseded by the Australian issues.

e Male Hamadryas baboons stage raids on neighbouring packs and kidnap infant females to keep as their slaves.

4.
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The write-up describing the cover read : “Penny Reds
Abroad — Madeira. Postmarked on front with Edinburgh
DE 79, and has ‘To Pay’ marking on front in black, with
“60”, presumed to be centavos for underpaid postage.
Rear of cover has 3 partial postmarks in red, unsure of
where from at the present time. Also has two black
Funchal (capital of Madgira) arrival postmarks, dated
Dec 12, 1879, Note : PLATE NUMBER ON THE
STAMP IS 2257 It looked much like the other
Great Britain Penny Red stamps, but the stamp on this
cover was special — it was the rare Plate Number 225 !

GREAT BRITAIN’S PENNY REDS
SENT ABROAD -

Display by MARK FIELD,

on 13™ October 2005.

Mark’s display covered the period 1858 to 1879. As the
Suez Canal was opened in 1869, some of these covers
MAY have been the first to go through this great Canal.

He has been concentrating on the rose-red plate
numbers, and has all of these except for the very rare
Plate No. 77. All except five of the plate numbers
are on cover. The collection is still developing, so
“this is still a work in progress,” Mark admitted.

There were 52 or 53 covers, each page showing a
large black-and-white map of the destination town. :
-The highlights include covers from England to
Moscow, Rome, Constantinople, and Gibraltar.
There are some to Prague and Paris, and to America,
Japan, Australia, and the Isle of Man,” Mark said.
“You will see this is spelt ‘Mann’ on the cover”.

The Penny stamp paid local postage within Great
Britain, and multiples will only be found on overseas
letters.

There were some covers with

mixed franking — noted were a
blue 2Y4d, and a 1/- black i
accompanying the 1d red on a |
cover to Cognac, France. !

Of interest was the speed of transit
of some of the covers, especially in
the 1870’s, following the
introduction of the UPU - the
Universal Postal Union. Although
horses, trains and ships were the

method of transport, delivery times
rivalled those of today !!

John Pugsley, also once a similar cover specialist,
gave the vote of thanks. Very interesting indeed !

* -RD.-
-+ Koalas have no tails and don't have eyelids.
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