Newcastle Philatelic Society Newsletter
VIEWS FROM NOBBY'S

Newcastle Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 239C, NEWCASTLE 2300
FEBRUARY, 2006 : Newsletter No. 136 : EDITOR: Ron Davis

g
e Sl WHAT’S ON IN YOUR SOCIETY
THE NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETS 7.30pm SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH,

MAYFIELD EX-SERVICES CLUB, 2" FLOOR MEETING ROOM, HANBURY STREET, MAYFIELD.
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME.

DATES DETAILS

Thurs. 9 Feb. 2006 “AIR MAIL RATES” - Display by DAVID COLLYER (Sydney)

Wed. 15 Feb. 2006 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Street, New Lambton East.
Display by Bill Ball : “Birds”- probably concentrating on Parrots.

Sun. 19 Feb. 2006 Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

Thurs. 23 Feb. 2006 STAMP SALE BY TENDER (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

Thurs. 9 March 2006 “FROM RHODES TO RIMINI — Ambling around the Aegean and the Adriatic” -
Display by RON DAVIS

Wed. 15 Mar. 2006 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Street, New Lambton East,
Display by Russell Goddard — “Canada - Early Bush Flying Days, 1930’s”.

Sun. 19 Mar. 2006 Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

Thurs. 13 Apr. 2006 | POPULAR CHOICE COMPETITION - a 6 page display :

Something Philatelic Starting with the Letter ‘O’

Sun. 16 Apr. 2006 Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

* Wed. 19 April 2006 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Street, New Lambton East,
Display by Ron Davis : “Paddling Around the Pacific”.

Thurs. 11 May 2006 “DEVELOPMENT OF MAPPING” - Display by JOHN MOORE

Wed. 17 May 2006 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Street, New Lambton East,
Display by Don Rutherford — “Falkland Island Dependencies”.

Sun. 21 May 2006 Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m.
Thurs. 25 May 2006 | STAMP SALE BY TENDER (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)
Thurs. 8 June 2006 “PERU” — Display by MARK SAXBY '

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT - CAROL DAVIS

Our first meeting for 2006 began in high style, with a display from the Philas Collection of Richard Bates” art work.
The drawings were extremely well-presented, and in most cases were far more pleasing to the eye than the actual
stamps!

During this meeting, Don Catterall was awarded an Honorary Membership of the Newcastle Philatelic Society for his
various valuable contributions to the Society and his many years of dedicated service.

It was with great pleasure that I purchased a First Day Cover in the recent second issue in the thematic series of
Australian Wildflowers. Many happy childhood memories flooded back as I gazed at the velvety, rich red-and-
green hues of the Mangles Kangaroo Paw (my favourite of all the glorious wildflowers), and the more delicate
Donkey Orchid bathed in its golden colourings. These were all taken for granted when we lived in a small country
town in Western Australia, surrounded by bushland with great expanses in the Spring of pink and white everlasting
daisies, Boronia, and the startling blue colour of the Leschenaultia. But then, I digress! To those in N.SW., the
glorious red Waratah and the Pincushion Hakea would be held dear, too. Be warned, though. The stamps have fairly
high values, as I found when I enthusiastically headed for the Post Office counter clutching First Day covers, packets
of stamps and singles — a quick calculation was made, and I reluctantly returned all but the First Day Cover ....but I
still had my wonderful childhood memories. ’

Don’t forget our Sale by Tender on 23" February — enquiries are to be directed to Don Catterall, on 02- 4943 5639.

Also, please make note of our next meeting on 9" March 2006, when none other but Ron Davis will be giving a
display — always colourful and informative — on “Ambling Around the Aegean and the Adriatic”.

- Carol Davis.

* Good judgment comes from bad experience, and a lot of that comes from bad judgment. 1.
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OTHER HOBBIES NIGHT, Thursday 10t November 2005

At our November ’05 meeting, we discovered what “other” interests our members had.

DON CATTERALL displayed CIGARETTE CARDS - which included lighthouses, boxers,
famous Newcastle footballers, cricketers, and Charles Dickens characters;

RUSSELL GODDARD showed an album of PHONE CARDS, and SCRAPBOOKING,
particularly of trams and steam engines;

GLADYS TYACK had several albums of PHOTOGRAPHS, of a trip they did as children,
and the gold-mining area at Adelong N.S.W.;

JOHN MOORE displayed PHILLUMENY, and WAR SERVICE MEDALS, which included
the World War I Victory Medal, United Nations service medals, medals from the 7th
Australian Light Horse, and from South Africa, U.S.A., Belgium, Italy, Cuba, Rumania,
and Japan. He also had paired the recent Australian Medals stamp issue and service
ribbons with the 5 medals included on the stamps. e

DON RUTHERFORD showed some of his collection of books on THE
ANTARCTIC, which described the voyage of the “Wyatt Earp” and
the explorations of Sir Hubert Wilkes, and a series of photographs
by the famous Frank Hurley, which included Shackleton’s ship
Endurance, 1912-1914.

JOHN HILL was dressed in a JAZZ UNIFORM, showing his interest
in that music. John’s interests also include READING and FILMS,
and he produced a book on John Wayne.

ANNA HILL — John had brought in Anna’s EUPHONIUM, which he 3. =
said had the same fingering as a saxophone, and Anna also collects %
STAMPS ON T-SHIRTS, and has 14 of them !

RON DAVIS - a collection of WOODEN CARVINGS of animals and
birds from all around the world ;

CAROL DAVIS showed one of her PATCHWORK QUILTS;

KEVIN SIMKUS is a member of Technical Aid to the Disabled, a group of toolmakers,
electricians and electrical engineers. He had brought along a GADGET FOR HOLDING A
PENCIL, using a winged screw, for people who could not control the use of their hands.

RICHARD ELLISON - RAILWAYS OF YESTERDAY - Richard was an Inspector of Trains,
and had a selection of photos of trains, locomotives, and turntables.

MARK SAXBY collects SIGNED PHOTOS OF MOVIE STARS, all with the original
signatures of the stars themselves; :

WARREN OLIVER displayed a number of EARLY POSTMARKS AND POSTCARDS,
particularly early postcards of Cobar and of Toronto — Cobar in 1869 when it became a
mining town, and the mining town of Broken Hill in 1900 and 1910. :

BERNIE DOHERTY brought along UNUSUAL THINGS THAT CAME THROUGH PARCEL
POST - “bits and pieces” from when Postal administrations were aligned with transport
companies, Wwhich included the South Australian Business Delivery Service,
documentation on Britain’s Royal Mail, a Deutsche Post cover, and an item declaring
“Boycott Nescafé” !

Interesting !!! -R.D.-

E-nose to sniff superbugs

An electronic nose that sniffs out infections could help hospitals tackle outbreaks of the antibiotic-
resistant superbug MRSA, reports New Scientist magazine. According to the report, culture tests
routinely used to identify MRSA (methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus) take two or three days
to complete. This hampers attempts to manage outbreaks, as infected patients remain untreated and at
risk of infecting others. UK-based researchers have come up with a test using an electronic sniffer
that could cut the time to just 15 minutes. E-noses analyse gas samples from the patient by passing
the gas over an array of electrodes coated with different conducting polymers. Each electrode reacts
to particular substances by changing its clectrical resistance in a characteristic way. Combining the
signals from all the electrodes gives a "smell-print” of the chemicals in the mixture that softwarc can
learn to recognise. 5 - Electronics News, October 2005.
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THE SECRETARY’S SNIPPETS

There is a saying ‘time flies when you’re having fun’. Well, this saying certainly seems to apply to me
of late, what with the Christmas break, a quick trip to Tasmania as well as being involved with the
Australian Philatelic Federation, the N.S.W. Philatelic Development Council, the Sydney Phillumenist’s
Club, along with editing two magazines, I seem to be busier that when in paid employment.

The recent exhibition of Australia Post Christmas archival material at the LAKE MACQUARIE ART
GALLERY was well received with a number of positive comments from those attending. Kevin
Simkus participated in the opening of the exhibition, taking the opportunity to promote stamp
collecting in the Newcastle region.

Recently Sydney gained approval to hold a NATIONAL LEVEL EXHIBITION during June 2007, with
the venue being one of the exhibition halls at Randwick Racecourse. More details on this exhibition
will be published later this year.

EXHIBITIONS to be held THIS year include Canberra 18-20" March, Adelaide 18-20th August and a
one frame exhibition in Brisbane during late August. Apart from viewing the exhibits, the visiting
dealers usually present an opportunity for you to obtain some new items for your collection. Latest
information indicates there will be 30 dealers at the Canberra exhibition.

UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ON EXHIBITIONS as well as other items of interest can be found by
visiting the Australian Philatelic Federation web site a www.apf.org.au

At the moment T am in the process of preparing the NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC PROGRAM for
2006/7 and seek suggestions as to what you the member would like to see displayed. Already a number
of members have already indicated that they are prepared to display items from their collections.

The DAY TIME MEETINGS which are co-ordinated by Ron Davis continue to grow with a number of
interesting displays planned for future months. An up-to-date on forthcoming displays is announced at
our regular monthly meetings - as well, this information can be obtained directly from Ron or myself.
Ron’s phone number 1s 02 - 4951 7878.

John Moore, Secretary.

VISIT TO MAITLAND STAMP CLUB : DECEMBER 11, 2005

Ten members of the Newcastle PhilatelicSociety attended the Christmas meeting of
Maitland Stamp Club.  The following displays were presented by Newcastle members :

Don Catterall - post cards featuring subjects which spelled NEW YEAR

Don Rutherford — NSW Postage Paid Envelopes, pre and post Commonwealth

John Lavender — NSW Numeral Cancellations

Mark Saxby — A Selection of Peru stamps

Bernard Doherty — Australia Post Christmas Cards

Tony Walker — Channel Island WWII Occupation Mail, included Red Cross mail,
with their own special stamps.

John Fordham and Stephen Morris showed a book on Belgium, which they had recently
purchased via the Internet. The several hundred pages were extensively illustrated.

Each person described the scope and particular interest of the items shown.

The evening concluded with a festive supper, at which the group continued their
discussions on various topics. All in all it was a very interesting evening, thoroughly
enjoyed by all in attendance. '

= Bernard Doherty

® If a statue in the park of a person on a horse has both front legs in
tbe air, the person died in battle. If the horse has one front leg in the
air the person died as a result of wounds received in battle. If the :
_horse has all four legs on the ground, the person died of natural causes.

@ The cost of raising a medium-size dog to the age of eleven: $6,400 3
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“AUSTRALIAN POSTAGE RATES 1901-1941”
Kevin Nelson’s display on 8" December 2005

Our Society is lucky that Sydney based collectors are willing to make the journey north to provide a
display for our Newcastle members. Anyone viewing Kevin Nelson’s display would be filled with
admiration for the many years of research that went into the way the material was described. Every
cover was meticulously written up. It was a textbook example of how to present a postal history
exhibit. Clearly, the collection would have taken many years to assemble. Many of the covers bore
more than one stamp which suggested that there was something not straightforward about the
postage rate and presented a challenge for the student to unravel. The material was a joy to see.
Many of the covers were to foreign destinations. In looking at Kevin’s display the viewer
frequently came across the description “one or two examples known”. There was a wide range of
fascinating items from a first day cover of the 1d. Kangaroo stamp, a cover that had been opened by
burglars in Ballarat, a Coronation postcard cancelled in Dresden etc. etc. The list of wonderful
items went on ...... Kevin’s quest for top-quality items was very evident. After the display, he
admitied : “T only keep a not-perfect item in my collection until I can find a better example, and
then the previous item is immediately auctioned off”

The Vote of Thanks for Kevin’s display was given by Dr. John Hill FRPSL. John commented on
the fact that collectors viewing the items had remarked on their crisp appearance — many of the
covers looked as if they had been posted yesterday. In his closing remarks, John said that it was a
splendid display and Kevin Nelson had allowed the Newcastle Society to conclude the philatelic
year on a very high note. The Vote of Thanks was enthusiastically supported by the applause of
members. Illustrated here are three of Kevin’s particularly interesting items.

- John Hill -

RATE PERIOD 1920-1923
First Class Mail
In October 1920, the basic rate of postage was increased to 2d per 2 oz, effectively absorbing
the Y2d war tax and increasing the basic rate by Yad.
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AUSTRALIA’S ONLY “TRIPLETON”, WITH SIX EXAMPLES RECORDED . Ex Sinfield collection.
Rate 2d per ¥ ounce for letters posted within Australia. Vacuum Oil Company PTPO 1d red
uprated in 1918 for the Y2d war tax and again when postage rates increased in 1920.
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