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WHAT’S ON IN YOUR SOCIETY

THE NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETS 7.30pm SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH,
MAYFIELD EX-SERVICES CLUB, 2" FLOOR MEETING ROOM, HANBURY STREET. MAYFIELD.
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME.

DATES DETAILS
Thur. 14 February “08 | “BELLS” - Display by Bernard Doherty
Sun. 17 February “08 Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

Wed. 20 February ‘08 | Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 43 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,
“WORKSHOP ON DISPLAYING”, with John Pugsley and Bernie Doherty

Thurs. 21 Feb. 2008 | STAMP AUCTION NIGHT (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

Thurs.13 March 2008 | “CRUISING AROUND THE CARIBBEAN” — Display by Ron Davis
Sun. 16 March 2008 Junior Stamp Club Mecting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

Wed. 19 March 2008 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,
Display by Don Rutherford - “A LOOK AT SWEDEN, 1920 - 1945”

Thurs.10 April 2008 POPULAR CHOICE COMPETITION - Something Philatelic starting with the
letter “Q” — 6 pages.

Wed. 16 April 2008 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,
Display by Sandra Baker - “ZODIACS AND MARSUPIALS”

Sun. 20 April 2008 Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 1 am.

Thurs. 8 May 2008 “CROWN COLONIES” - Display by Paul Storm, Sydney

Sun. 18 May 2008 Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

Wed. 21 May 2008 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackic Avenue, New Lambton East,

Display by Carol Davis - her choice.
Thurs. 22 May. 2008 | STAMP AUCTION NIGHT (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

A PIECE FROM THE PRESIDENT

In the last three months, our Evening Meetings have continued to hold very interesting Member Displays -
Don Catterall's “Military Post Cards”, Howard Bridgman's “Ryukyus”, and “Favourites from My Collection™
by 10 different members. All were very enjoyable, and show how varied the approaches to our hobby are.
Indeed, a review of our program for the year, including the Day Time meetings, highlights the variety of
themes we collect.

The Committee are considering next vear's Programme, and are looking for suggestions on the type of
displays you would like to see. I have heard many collectors in this Club, and elsewhere, say "I will not put
my collection into an exhibition - too many rules - I just like to collect/do it my way!" Okay, why not show
off vour collection in a display which may include postal history, traditional, thematic and social aspects, for
example? Of course you may still prefer to display your collection using just one of the specialised
exhibiting classes. At Club level there are no restrictions.

So here's vour opportunity- no rules - do your own thing - show off your collection in one of the Club
displays from September 2008 onwards. (Just remember that some of our older members have a short
attention span, so try to limit your display to about 60 pages - no more than say 80!). Just talk to any
member of the Committee. Your offer will be greatly appreciated

- John Pugsley, President —

##% The human brain, when engaged in deep thought, uses 14 watts of power. An IBM personal computer uses 93.
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THE SECRETARY'’S SNIPPETS '

It seems like no time since I put ‘pen to paper’ for my November snippets, and now Christmas has well
and truly passed and we are well into 2008, which reminds me that we need to start thinking about our
2008/9 PROGRAMME. Whilst it may be still six months away to our 2008 Annual General Meeting, 1t
does take time to organise displays and I welcome your suggestions, noting that the more notice I have,
the greater the chance there is of arranging for people to display.

At the recent WODONGA NATIONAL one-frame exhibition, three society members exhibited -
John Pugsley, Warren Oliver and myself. Whilst our entries were similar to what we had entered earlier
at the Northern Beaches Expo (State level), the results were considerably different, reflecting the
standards when one moves to National exhibiting

On the subject of exhibitions, the long running CANBERRA HALF-NATIONAL EXHIBITION 1s on
again this year on the 14-16th MARCH. Note the dates, as due to changes in gazzetting the Canberra
Day public holiday, the exhibition this year starts on a Friday and ends Sunday.

A popular activity for Society members is our POPULAR CHOICE COMPETITION which 1s held
annually in April. This year it is the letter Q and as a reminder, 6 pages of any philarelic item starting
with that letter. This year could be more challenging, but I am sure there will be some innovative
creations.

Looking through our records, it will be 90 years this April since a meeting was called which lead to the
FORMATION of the NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, with the first general meeting of the
society in May 1918. Looking back, what a wonderful achievement that was, considering that the war to
end all wars had been going for almost four years, many thousands of our finest had been lost on the
battlefields, grieving families at home, and yet our forbearers were still able to form a society that we
enjoy being members of today.

Six or seven members of our Society visited Maitland Stamp Club on 10" December 07, and had an
enjoyable night. Nearly all the members of Maitland club belong to the Newcastle Society anyway !

On a sad note, two of our members passed away recently — BILL RALPH, a well-known collector of
China and a long-time member of our Society (he joined in 1958) and of Toronto stamp club, and
DENIS THICKBROOM, a keen member of the Newcastle Philatelic Society, who joined in 1991.

- John Moore, Secretary -

-Beating Swords Into Ploughshares — How?? _

“The problem is, how do you destroy a piece of equipment spe- |
cifically designed to resist destruction?" asked 7he Wall Street Jowrnal in
1991.  In line with an arms-control treaty, the Soviet Union faced the
task of getting rid of some 40,000 tanks. Suggested solutions to disable [
the tanks have included detonating explosives placed within them, B3¢
dropping them from a height to disable them, and dumping them - minus
their oil, paint, and hydraulic fluid - in the ocean. : N

Even considered was an idea to convert them to such civilian uses as heavy tractors and
fire engines, but such a "slow-moving, gas-guzzling behemoth" was determined to be
impractical. Highly favored was a plan to build furnaces that could melt down the tanks and
make use of the scrap metal. Since the technology has yet to be developed, long trainloads of
tanks were transported "eastward over the Urals into depots beyond the reach of the treaty's
timetables and its requirement that tanks be cut and exploded."

+#* Why do Americans choose from just two people to run for President and over fifty for Miss America ?
e A 3 ] : :

VoS for hor Chrstimas cards.

1oy L
as stamps !

#+% [ think we consider too much the luck of the early bird and not enough the bad luck of the early worm.
- Franklin D. Roosevelt —
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MILITARY POST CARDS

- Display by DON CATTERALL, 8** NOVEMBER 2007

“I am concentrating on World War 1, 1914-1918, and it's mainly Australian material in my display,” Don
said on opening his 60-page post-card display. “1905-1906 was the start of the Golden Age of
postcards, and this continued to 1914. Up to World War I, most of the postcards were printed in
Germany”. Don had started collecting postcards in 1982.

Many of the World War I postcards showed Australian troops in training in Egypt and in England,
especially on the Salisbury Plains. A lot of interest is in what is written on the back. “Death on the
Pyramids” was one — a young Australian soldier climbed one of the pyramids and fell off and was killed
in the fall. Another from a soldier camped on Saiisbury Plains — “this is no fit place for man or beast
.... conditions in winter are deplorable ... harsh training is continued.”

Cancels and special cachets were included in the display, and a few of the postcards noted were :

e Troops doing push-ups on the deck of a troop ship for exercise,

« The Royal Flying Corps — British and American pilots on the Western Front,

« Australians in Egypt — the Camel Corps,

¢ The Dardanelles — the Landing at Anzac Cove, 25 April 1915,

e New Zealanders at Gallipoli — a feature of some
of these field service postcards were the brief
‘cross-out’ messages, designed to get through
the censors by not revealing strategic information
(“l am well; | am not well; | have been wounded,

I am okay; etc.)

« War Graves on the West Bank at Gallipoli,

¢ Nurses at a casualty clearing station,

¢ A convalescent hospital,

¢ The Germans were the first to use poison gas,
with devastating effect;

+ Silk embroidered postcards embroidered by
“little old ladies” — later they were machine
embioidered;

o Patriotic postcards used a lot of glitter; and
patriotic song postcards were popular;

» Comic postcards were also popular — the troops
could have a laugh, despite their troubles;

¢ A zeppelin brought down in flames, 3 Sept 1916,

¢ A ‘thank-you’ card for Red Cross parcels which
were sent to a P.O.W. Camp in Westphalia;

e 15-inch naval guns and 1600Ib shells (German);

¢ The Armistice 11/11/1918 — the Australian
Infantry Contingent in the Victory March through

‘London, 19" July 1919;
e ‘“Australia” carved in the chalk on Salisbury Plain;
e Tanks, Canadian armoured cars, German prisoners, photos (Australian and German), etc., etc.

“The postcards record acts of bravery and of cowardice, and form a ‘type of social history”, Don
concluded.
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THE RYUKYU ISLANDS
- display by HOWARD BRIDGMAN, 13t December 2007

“Most people don’t know how to spell the name of the RYUKYU

islands, let alone where they are!” Howard said as he started ISLANDS ’

off his display. “They are a long group of islands directly - Ni

south and south-south-west of Japan, between Japan and OS;“' Amami.o.shim: ,

Taiwan. Their area is 2200 sq. km. or 848 sq. miles, Japan
population somewhat over a million, and the Capital is Naha
on Okinawa Island. Okinawa is no doubt the best known of OKINAWA i) I
these islands, because of the American invasion during TAIWAN

Takunu /7

World War 2.7

- The Ryukyu Islands were once of interest to both China and shigakia /o0
Japan, but by 1879 were firmly under Japanese control. The @Y S -
islands were placed under a United States military govern- e r:':‘??;? e
ment after being taken from Japan during World War 2. The F T e B
Amami group, closest to Japan, was returned to Japan in
1953, but the rest remained under United States ad-
ministration untii 1972, when they, too, went back to Japan.

! ;. iriomote
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Howard started collecting in the late 1960°s, and developed an interest in the United States Trust
Territories, when he was in a remote location with the U.S. Air Force. His display covered the period
from 1948 (when stamps were first issued as a U.S. Trust Territory) to 15 May 1972, when the
independent issue of Ryukyus stamps ceased, and responsibility for the islands reverted back to Japan.
He included every stamp from the Islands, including the rare Scott No.17 — a total of 265 stamps. The
islands were semi-autonomous under U.S. influence.

The first issues had no notation “Ryukyus”; the second definitive issue in 1950 had “Ryukyus” but not in
Japanese. In the display were some United States stamps overprinted for use by an American Air Base.
“Yen” were converted to ‘cents’ currency.

Major themes were the Environment, Letter Writing Day, and Memorial Day — the end of the Battle of
Okinawa on 23™ June 1945. Bird collectors amongst our members were particularly impressed with the
huge Eagle shown against the sunrise in the 1961 New Year issue.

Howard “enriched” the display with a number of maximum cards, and organised a quiz — with prizes of
Ryukyus stamps — to keep us all on our toes. Not many of us got the name of the U.S. government
official depicted on one of the stamps. As one member commented “it was very different, and new to us™.

THE N.P.S.CHRISTMAS PARTY, 23 NOVEMBER, 2007,

held at Margaret and Don Catterall’s place in Charlestown

24 people attended the “End of the Year Get-together”. One of the features, apart from the barbeque. the other
food and ‘the nibbles’, was the request for members “to bring along something about which they could tell a
story”..... We were treated to : two quilts (Carol Davis); a bowl made from a tree root and painted in red and
black lacquer, acquired in Mexico City many years ago (John Hill); an Oscar from acting in “La Belle Helena”
for King Agamemnon in City Hall in 2001 (Howard Bridgman — “no matter what happens, the show must go
on”); a carved duck collection, with items from Malta, Canada, and soapstone from Singapore (Diana Bridgman
— her girlfriend made duck decoys); different post systems in New Zealand — DX Mail, Universal Mail, NZ Post
(Ed Burnard); from China, a flower piece painted from the inside (!) (Don Rutherford): a model of a De
Havilland Mosquito Bomber from the Heritage Museum — the first bomber ever built of plywood, and very
versatile — 7000 were built (Don Catterall); a necklace bought after a cruise down the Nile in Egypt, December
1991 - bargained the price from $50 down to $15, offered him a $20 note but the vendor had no change, so he
gave them another one for the $5 difference (!) (Margaret Catterall); Shrewsbury in Shropshire (pronounced
“Shroveberry™) — postcards before and after the War (Chris Ashhurst-Smith); two specimens from a T-shirt
collection — Tweety-Sylvester on black worn by Anna, and a cover from the Berlin Postal Museum on grey.
worn by John Hill (Anna Hill); an album of colourful cigarette cards bought back in the mid 1960°s, and un-
looked-at for some 25 years (Ron Davis); and an account of John Moore’s recent trip to South Australia, and
his trip on the 600 km. QOodnadatta Mail Run which runs North-West from Coober Pedy. The mail driver was an
accredited tour guide, from Moon Plains outside Coober Pedy, and the trip cost John $180. The run crosses
through the Dog-Proof Fence, and visits six remote cattle stations, the first one being 200 km. from Coober Pedy
— the William Creek Cattle Station, with a population of 11 (half the population runs the hotel, the others are
gangers or fettlers). Another was Anna Creek, which covered 29,000 square miles, and ran 1 beast to the square
mile. This was okay during the drought, but some of the stations out there were de-stocking. The last time it
rained there was New Year’s Eve two years ago. But it just evaporated !! 4






