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WHAT’S ON IN YOUR SOCIETY

THE NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETS 7.30pm SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH,
MAYFIELD EX-SERVICES CLUB, 2™ FLOOR MEETING ROOM, HANBURY STREET, MAYFIELD.

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME.

- DATES

DETAILS

Thurs. 11 May 2006

“DEVELOPMENT OF MAPPING” - Display by JOHN MOORE

Wed. 17 May 2006

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Street, New Lambton East,
Display by Don Rutherford — “Falkland Island Dependencies”.

Sun. 21 May 2006

Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

Thurs. 25 May 2006

STAMP SALE BY TENDER (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

Thurs. 8 June 2006

“PERU” — Display by MARK SAXBY

Sun. 18 June 2006

Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m.

Wed. 21 June 2006

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Street, New Lambton East,
Display by Richard Ellison - his choice.

Thurs. 22 June 2006

SWAP AND SALE NIGHT (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

Thurs. 13 July 2006

“SHIPPING” - Display by Norm Tyack

Sun. 16 July 2006

Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

Wed. 19 July 2006

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Street, New Lambton East,
Display by John Moore — “Papua and New Guinea, Part 27

Thurs.10 August 2006

Annual General Meeting, ANNUAL COMPETITION,

and Presentation of Awards Night

Wed. 16 August 2006
Sun. 20 August 2006

Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Street, New Lambton East
Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 a.m.

THE PRESIDENT’S PIECE

For those who collect philatelic matter relating to the Royal Family, the special stamp issue on 19"
April 2006 to honour the occasion of the 80" Birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il will be
very popular. Elizabeth is a gracious and well-respected monarch, and the two stamps produced
for this issue feature the famous portrait by Annigoni and Cecil Beaton’s photographic portrait, both
showing the young Quean wearing the regalia of the Order of the Garter.

Our Popular Choice Competition featuring subjects beginning with the letter “O” appeared to be
received enthusiastically and with much discussion over subject titles. Well done to those who
participated. Finding a topic beginning with the letter “O” was not so daunting after all !

Each year | am deeply moved as | watch the Anzac Day March, and hear the many sad stories
during the Gallipoli assaull, together with the great acts of bravery and comradeship. As | watched
this year's procession, it occurred to me that a display of philatelic matter featuring the Anzac
invasion could be a way of commemorating this event. There must be all sorts of interesting
material tucked away in members’ collections, i.e. old letters, cards, envelopes, stamps and even
medals. Let me know if you think this idea is worth pursuing.

| am sure you are all working on your entries for the Annual Competition, to be handed in during
the last week of July. For further information, see our “Secretary’s Snippets”.

, ) - Carol Davis, President —
: 1- * Everything is always okay in the end, if it's ﬁot, then it's not the end.
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| THE SECRETARY’S SNIPPETS:

The recent CANBERRA EXHIBITION, 18-20" March ‘06, attracted a number of entries from
Newcastle Philatelic Society members, as well as visitors from the Hunter area. Our Immediate Past
President, Bernard Doherty, officiated as one of the judges.

Five exhibits were entered from Newcastle members:

At National Level, KIM DWYER was awarded Gold for “Cocos (Keeling) Islands 1902-1 960” and
KEVIN DWYER a Large Vermeil and Special Prize for “Australian Antarctic Territory 1902-1970”.

In the State Level classes, KEVIN DWYER was awarded Gold for his “ANARE 1947-1997,
KIM DWYER a Large Silver for “Cocos (Keeling) Islands 1955-1993”, and JOHN MOORE a
Silver for “Coconut — The Palm of Life”.

I am in the process of finalizing the 2006-7 PROGRAMME, and as in the past many interesting
displays and activities are scheduled. One new activity will be where members are invited to bring
along items on any philatelic topic, mounted on something or in a clip-seal Ad-sized plastic bag so that
they can be handed around, one but no more than six items or Hagner sheets. These could perhaps be
their favorite stamps, covers, something from an unusual country, or a new theme or topic they are
collecting. This is often an excellent way to advertise to your fellow collectors what you are interested
in, and, from past personal experience, an opportunity to obtain new items.

This being my last Secretary’s report prior to the Annual General meeting in August, I would like to
take the opportunity to remind members of the ANNUAL COMPETITION which is split into three
classes. These being...
Novice : 6 pages (including a title page) for those who have not previously won at an
annual competition.
Intermediate : 10 pages for those that have previously won at Novice Level.
Senior : 15 pages for those that have won at Intermediate Level and at exhibition level.

Entries in the Intermediate and Senior levels are judged a week or so before the AGM. Novice entries
are accepted on the night and are judged by popular choice.
- John Moore, Secretary.

AUCTION REPORT - FEBRUARY 2006

Once again we had a very successful night with sales of $1095.50. Plenty of people turned up and there
were quite a few unfamiliar faces behind those bidding cards - in fact several of them were among the
night’s big spenders. There were 419 lots on offer of which 160 or 40% sold. 23 vendors supplied the
goodies and 39 bidders were on the hunt, only a couple going home empty-handed — but they could well
have been the ones who homed in on the late sales. The usual wide range of material was on offer with all
areas finding some interested buyers. High sales of the night were $50 and $48, these being respectively for
a huge accumulation of Kangaroo and Map stamps and for an old album full of world stamps which
obviously held some items that escaped the casual glance of most unenlightened viewers such as yours truly.

Thanks as always to the workers who ran the night and to thosc who submitted the lots, but especially to
those who came along and made the night worthwhile by filling up the cash buckets.

Our next auction will be on May 25th so we hope to see you there and don’t forget our Swap and Sale Night
on June 22nd. Last year’s night was the best ever - let's do it again !

Don Catterall.

FOR COLLECTORS OF GEMSTONES ON STAMPS :

Geologically speaking, OPAL is an unusual and interesting material, in the way it forms. From
136 to 70 million years ago, parts of Australia were covered in shallow seas and lakes; many climatic
changes occurred from heat to extreme cold and finally aridity occurred, leaving sediment which
became dry land and formed sedimentary rocks. Ground water rich in silica gel was trapped in
cavities, and dried out leaving behind spheres of silica gel. As the viscous gel hardened, opal was
formed. Where the spheres occurred side by side in an orderly fashion - like eggs in an egg carton -
patches of colour are seen when light hits them. Red is by far the most desired colour.

-2 -
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FRANCE-AUSTRALASIA AIRMAIL RATES 1934 -2005
- THE DISPLAY BY DAVID COLLYER (Sydney) - 9" FEBRUARY 2006

David described the scope of his display as : “Airmail in its various forms from France to Australia, starting
from the introduction of direct air services in 1934,

Why did he get into the subject? He had a big pile of French covers, and he found he could get
further items in dealers’ 5-cent and 10-cent boxes. He also liked the arithmetic challenge (letter
rates per 20 gram + airmail supplement per 5 gram + registration, express fees, and tax). And'he
liked the technical quality of French stamps.... How did he get the rates? Postal rates were going
up every year, and with the addition of air mail postage it got complicated. He used Derck
Richardson’s Tables of French Postal rates 1849 to 1996, and Robert Joany’s Le suriaxes de Le
Poste Aerienne 1976, and articles in French stamp magazines described various issues and the
various definitive series and what each denomination could be used for, including multiples.

Often strange numbers in small circles appeared on French mail from the late 1940's to the late 1970's.
David discovered that they are numbers assigned to postal checkers. Three different sorts of markings
resulted from : 1. You hand your mail for payment over a Post Office Counter — the rate is calculated and
applied by the postal clerk; 2. You buy your stamps at a Post Office, apply them yourself, and post your
item elsewhere. An item check and checking mark is applied. 3. If you put a higher amount of stamps on
the item than is required, a "Franking applied by Sender" marking is applied by postal checkers (meaning
“you paid that much, we didn’t charge you that much”) — this one is relatively uncommon.

During the period covered by David’s display, Airmail Routes used were :
e From December 1934 to early 1937 : French airmail to Australasia was picked up at Paris and
sent by rail to Brindisi in Ttaly, then by the Imperial Airways/Qantas service.
e From February 1937 to mid June 1940 : French airmail to Australasia was picked up at Marsellles by

Imperial Airways/Qantas flying boats.
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Vichy France - Non Occupied Zone

(there was supposed to be no mail to .
Australia, but there WAS some), and a

1970 cover from Paris, with three .
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Office, and taxed accordingly).
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