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WHAT’S ON IN YOUR SOCIETY
THE NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETS 7.30pm SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH,
MAYFIELD EX-SERVICES CLUB, 2™ FLOOR MEETING ROOM, HANBURY STREET, MAYFIELD.

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME.

DATES DETAILS
Thurs. 8 May 2008 “CROWN COLONIES” — Display by Paul Storm, Sydney
Sun. 18 May 2008 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

Wed. 21 May 2008 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,
Display by Carol Davis - “THE RESTLESS EARTH”.

Thurs. 22 May. 2008 | STAMP AUCTION NIGHT (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

Thurs. 12 June ‘08 “CHILE” — Display by Gordon Gibbons
Sun. 15 June ‘08 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.
Wed. 18 June ‘08 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,

“COCONUTS - THE PALM OF LIFE™, display by John Moore.
Thurs 19 June 2007 | SWAP AND SALE NIGHT (details, phone Don Catterall 02 - 4943 5639)

Thurs.10 July 2008 “QUEENSLAND” — Display by John Pugsley.

Wed. 16 July 2008 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,
Display by Bernard Doherty - “SENEGAL”

Sun. 20 July 2008 Junior Stamp Activitiecs Mecting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

- Thurs.14 August 2008 | ANNUAL COMPETITION, and A.G.M., and Presentation of AWARDS Night .

| Wed. 20 August 2008 | Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Avenue, New Lambton East,
Display by Don Catterall - “SELECTED POSTCARDS”

Sun. 17 August 2008 Junior Stamp Activities Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

A PIECE FROM THE PRESIDENT

It's April/May and I'm off on holiday again. This time to England, Wales and France. Most of itis a
duty visit to relatives, but I will be taking the opportunity to get in some quality philatelic time. Up
to London one day to visit the Stanley Gibbons shop in the Strand, then the Vera Trinder shop in
search of some philatelic literature, and maybe a call in to see a dealer or two. Also a trip to
Harrogate to see the latest GB National Stamp Exhibition - check out how the Poms do it!

The highlight for me will be attending the AGM of the Anglo-Boer War Philatelic Society, the main
specialist society of which I am a member. It is a two-day affair with members attending from the
UK and South Africa, and maybe elsewhere, including leading world experts on the philately of the
Boer War. I will be taking a few 'problem' covers with me to get their advice. The conference ends
with a mini-auction, so with a bit of luck I might be spending some good British Pounds!

If you are a serious collecior of a specific area, and not already a member of a specialist society, |
can recommend the great benefits to be made from your involvement in one. However, this does
not replace the benefit of being an active member in a club like ours. I have learned a lot, and am
sure I'll continue to do so, from the philatelic diversity displayed by the members at Newcastle.

I hope to see many of you at our June General Meeting when I'll share with you (for a few minutes
only) some of my, hopefully, not too 'boer-ing' UK stamp experiences.
- John Pugsley, President -

** 4 quote from Michael Somare, 1973 : In Papua New Guinea, we now have the job of rebuilding some of those
values that have almost been lost and partly destroyed by a Western cult known as Christianity.
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THE SECRETARY'S SNIPPETS
MAY 2008.

Recently our financials were reviewed which has resulted in membership fees increasing by $3
per year (less than one cent per day), this being the first increase in many years. The review
revealed that when all costs were considered, our expenditure per member for the coming year
would average at a little over $21 per person per year which was far exceeding our income from
subscriptions, auction commissions and other activities. [f it was not for our Society’s investment
income, this increase would have been considerably more. So the fee is now $15 for 'city'
members, and $10 for ‘country’ members.

Qver the past few months, a number of our members have been busy exhibiting at National level,
as well as participating in our annual Popular Choice Competition, this year being something
philatelic starting with the letter "Q". At the recent Canberra Half-National exhibition, Kevin Dwyer
(obtaining a Gold award), Kim Dwyer (winning a Vermeil) and John Moore (obtaining a Large Silver
award) exhibited. A number of our members attended this exhibition, including Bernard Doherty
who was a jury member, and Stephen Morris who assisted with youth activities.

The dispersal of our Society’s library items has started with a large number of books being donated
to the libraries at Philas House and the Philatelic Society of Canberra. There is more material to
be catalogued, with more still to be located. Should anyone have items belonging to the Newcastle
Philatelic Library, can they please contact me and advise so that a pick up can be arranged.

Sadly, Richard (Dick) Ellison has passed away recently. Dick was a member of the Society since
1976, served on the Committee, and was President for two terms in 1982-83.
John Moore, Secretary.

21" FEBRUARY 2008 - SALE BY TENDER

This was a great night with a good attendance and plenty of nice material up for grabs. An indication that there
is more than just an odd keen buyer out there is shown by 5 different bidders taking the top 5 sales items.

The best seller was a MUH set of pre decimal Navigators which went for $100. A selection of Stock Books
containing East Germany, Papua New Guinea and early Australian mint stamps went for $80, $50 and $42
respectively. Stockbooks of Norfolk Island and other early Australian issues also sold well.

Revenues were unusually popular and one item sold at $35 after some spirited bidding. There were plenty of
postcards on offer, and most of these found a new home.

Sales in all totalled $1.407 and this was for 184 lots sold. Once again vendors reported quite a large number of
late sales.

Total lots on offer numbered 431, and the 184 sold represents 43%, which is a very good realisation.

Our thanks to the 22 vendors who prepared the delicacies. and to the 36 bidders who kept the boys busy
collecting the buckets of cash.

Well done workers. and nice to see another strong Club Might in Philately.

The next Stamp Auction/Sale by Tender will be on Thursday 22" May ‘08. AND, don’t forget the Swap
and Sale Night on Thursday 19" June "08.

- Don Catterall, Convenor -

POST OFFICES IN THE UKRAINE :

Ron, Here's an item for the next NPS Newsletter. | bought some postcards on eBay from someone in the
Ukraine. | asked him: “Please, if possible, use nice commemorative stamps for the postage.” His reply makes
interesting reading, so I've copied it beiow. Roger Eggieton. {our NPS member in the United States) .....

“Dear Roger,

To send my cards | have fo travei to the main post office (otherwise they can be lost). it's a very large and
there's a special place for people who send registered mail in bunches. That requires three forms and standing
in line for a couple of hours. One person weights each envelope and writes down its shipping price and then |
pay for the whole lot. Later somebody eise within the post office affixes stamps according the price written on
the list. | don't even see that other person. The whole process is NOT friendly. But there is a ‘but’ - since
Ukraine has very few standard and boring issues, the stamps usually turn out to be nice.

Best wishes, Alexei”

% Sound travels 15 times faster through steel than it does through air.
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CRUISING AROUND THE CARIBBEAN "~
RON DAVIS’s DISPLAY, 12 MARCH 2008 /.
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Before his display of the countries surrounding the Caribbean Sea
(and the gulf of Mexico), Ron said: “I don’t believe in
e T “completion”, but in the case of this display. my challenge was to
; include something from EVERY p0551blc country, both “dead” and
still issuing stamps. In a “cruise”, you would only visit each

country briefly, and so it is w1th my display. Most are } E
represenied by only one or two pages.” _ R
There was excitement there too. A map stamp issued by the {7/ % & r50 -
DCMINICAN REPUBLIC (which is nowhere near Dominica) _JF :

%&%ﬂi@uﬁﬂzﬁ caused a civil war when it included a large part of adjoining HAITI

as part of the Republic’s territory — not at all liked by the Haitians!
And a stamp from NICARAGUA showing volcanic Mount
Momotombo erupting beside the proposed alternative route

of the Panama Canal (through Nicaragua rather than Panama)
caused the U.S.A. Congress to fund the Panama route instead.
The ST. KITTS police force was ejected from ANGUILLA

by the locals and independence from St. Kitts was declared —
and new postage stamps issued accordingly.

Some of the 4000 islands are ridiculously small, such as the

_ “unoccupied” but stamp-issuing REDONDA (a real-estate
| agent was trying to sell land there, and talked the Antigua Post
Office into the issues), and BARBUDA, and the mostly(
uncatalogued issues of the GRANADA GRENADINES and
the ST. VINCENT GRENADINES. hY

There was a 1944 WW2 double-censored cover — censored when
it left HAITI and again censored when it entered the UNITED

STATES, and a similar one from ARUBA to Victoria. Australia. There

e . was a postcard from St. Augustine in FLORIDA, claiming to be “the

- " oldest city in the U.S.A.” — one of severai such claims! An attractive

1963 set of stamps from the NETHERLANDS ANTILLES and more

from the U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS (formerly the Danish Virgin Islands)

were included in the display Just about all the major European

countries have “had a go” at the islands — France, Britain, Spain,

- Portugal. Germany, and Denmark. AND, as usual, Ron’s display
s included covers, postcards and postal cards, stamps,

cinderellas. registration labels, and postmarks — including

one from HELL, in the Cayman Islands!

3 !-nq 3

L16) SOFHHOD

oo (ammunn ]|
. 3 o )







