Newcastle Philatelic Society Newsletter
VIEWS FROM NOBBY'S

Newecastle Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 239C, NEWCASTLE 2300
AUGUST, 2005 : Newsletter No. 134:  EDITOR: Ron Davis

WHAT’S ON IN YOUR SOCIETY

THE NEWCASTLE PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEETS 7.30pm SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH,
MAYFIELD EX-SERVICES CLUB, 2nd FLOOR MEETING ROOM, HANBURY STREET, MAYFIELD.
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME.

DATES DETAILS

Thurs 11 August 2005 | ANNUAL COMPETITION, A.G.M., and Presentation of Awards Night

Wed 17 August ‘05 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Street, New Lambton East,
display by ANNA HILL : “Design Errors on Stamps of Selected World Countries”.

Sun. 20 August 2005 Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.
Thurs 8 Sept. 2005 VISIT FROM MAITLAND STAMP CLUB - their Members’ Displays
Sun. 17 Sept. 2005 Junior Stamp Club Mecting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

Wed. 21 Sept. 2005 | Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackic Street, New Lambton East,
- Postcard display by DON CATTERALL, plus boxes of postcards for sale.

Thurs. 22 Sept. 2005 STAMP SALE BY TENDER (details, phone Don Catterall 02— 4943 5639)
Thurs. 13 October ‘05 | “Great.Britain’s PENNY REDS ON COVER” - Display by MARK FIELD
Sun. 15 October 2005 | Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

Wed 19 October ‘05 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 a.m., 48 Mackie Street, New Lambton East,,
- display by JOHN MOORE, Matchboxes from Australia and overseas (philatelic).

Thurs. 10 Nov. 2005 OTHER HOBBIES NIGHT : What ELSE are you interested in ??
Wed. 16 Nov. 2005 Newcastle Daytime Meeting : 10.00 am., 48 Mackie Street, New Lambton East.
Sun. 19 Nov. 2005 Junior Stamp Club Meeting, at WALLSEND STAMP FAIR, 11 am.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2004-2005

My thanks to all the Committee Members, who have carried out their portfolios with enthusiasm and in

such a professional manner. Their support and advice contributed greatly, and [ was surprised how
quickly the two vear tenure of my Presidency has nassed.

John Moore as Secretary has done a grand job in organising the meetings and programmes, which
continue to provide interesting topics across all aspects of our hobby. I would also like to congratulate
John on his attainment as one of our State Philatelic Councillors, and currently a nominee for a position
on the Australian Philatelic Federation Executive at the September 2005, AGM elections.

quig our Members have been active on the National scene, either exhibiting or assisting at national
exhibitions as well as the recent International Exhibition in Sydney, where we again received accolades
for the efficient manner in which Newcastle Philatelic Society members carried out allocated tasks.

Congratulations to Kevin Simkus who received a SPAN (Special Philatelic Award National) Award for
the work he, as Santa Card Project Officer, carried out with the assistance of Marie Simkus over a ten
year period. Remember, the Santa Card project work was in addition to and in conjunction with the
running of the Society’s Exchange Branch.

I will leave it to Secretary John Moore to expand on the details of the Society’s activities during the year,
as well as the input from our Committee.

Thank you all, for allowing me to be President of this great Society.
I commend to you our incoming President. Bernard Doherty.
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SECRETARY'S REPORT, 2004-2005 - A.G.M., 11™ AUGUST, 2005

During the 2004/5 year, a number of our long term members passed away, and this along with a review of
members that were currently financial has left 130 members on the books as at 30™ June 2005. Four new members
joined during the year.

Attendance at monthly meetings has averaged 29, this being slightly down on last year. Sale nights continue
to be well supported with approximately 50 people in attendance at each sale. Sales in dollar terms and the
percentage of items sold have been maintained at a high level. The annual swap and sale night was also well
attended. Special thanks go to Don Catterall and his helpers that make these nights such a success.

During the year, due to continued efforts from Ron Davis, the Day Time meetings have continued with approx.
7 persons in attendance at each meeting. Thanks are extended to Sandra Baker for hosting these meetings at her Art
Gallery in New Lambton .

The 2004 Christmas party was held at Ron and Carol Davis’ residence, with those present having a most
enjoyable evening.

The Newsletter produced by Ron Davis continues as an important means of communication to Society members.
Thanks go to Ron for his efforts in the quality of articles and the timely manner in which the Newsletter is produced.

An important link in promoting any organization is publicizing its activities. As Publicity Officer, Gordon
Shearer continues to ensure as much publicity as possible finds its way into the local press and electronic media.

The Junior Club meets at the Wallsend Pioneer’s Hall with limited participation. The Newlake group
continues to meet with keen interest and support from a number of juniors and the organisers. Stephen Morris also
has a group of interested children involved at St. Theresa’s School, New Lambton.

During the year, a number of members acted as volunteers as well as exhibited in various exhibitions. Bernard
Doherty was N.S.W. Commissioner and a judge at Swan River 2004, where Lionel Savins (Vermeil) and John Hill
(Gold and S.P.) received awards. In the international arena, the highlight was Sydney Explorer 05, where a number
of Society members participated 'as volunteers. As well, Bernard Doherty (I.T.) and Lionel Savins had a more
‘executive’ role in the organization and running of the exhibition. Alfred Chu was awarded a vermeil for his Hong
Kong overprint entry.

The Doron Trophy was keenly contested with eligible entries from :

Albert Wynter — Pan Am Conquers the Oceans, Bernard Doherty —Australian Taxed Mail
Ron Davis — Sauntering across the Sahara; Mark Saxby — South Australian Overprints
Greg Korsman — Australian Air Mail Covers;, Warren Oliver — Early N.S.W. Postal History.

The winner of the Doron Trophy will be announced at the Annual General Meeting on 11® August, ‘05.

The Popular Choice Competition was on the topic of “Something Philatelic Starting with the Letter ‘N°” and
was convened by Marie Simkus with some willing assistants. There were 15 competitive and 2 non-competitive
displays, with the winner being John Pugsley’s — “Mafeking”.

Eight entries were received in the Annual Competition all being in the Experienced section.  Entries received
were from :

Don Catterall — Australian Customs Duty Stamps
Russell Goddard — Philatelic Exhibitions and Stamp Shows

Kim Dwyer — Diamonds It depends how you look at it
Kevin Dwyer — Douglas Mawson - Toa worm, digging in the

hard ground is more relaxing -
John Pugsley — Northern Natal (Boer War) than going fishing.

John Moore - Australian Regisiered Postal Rates
Bernard Doherty — Care and Problems in Delivering Mail
Tony Walker — Polyarniki and the Soviet Arctic.
The winner of the Annual Competition, Experienced Section, will be announced at the A.GM. on 11" August *05.
On a National basis, Kevin Simkus has been announced as winner of a prestigious SPAN award for his
efforts as the previous co-ordinator of the Santa Card Project. Thanks must go to all members who have
contributed to the activities and displays throughout the year, and also to all the Commitiee members for their help

and dedication to the Society and their respective responsibilities. This makes the role of being Secretary so much

easier. - - John Moore, Secretary. ~

*¥** Your stomach has to produce a new layer of mucus every two weeks, otherwise it will digest itself.
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AUSTRALIAN AIR MAIL COVERS
Display by GREG KORSMAN
12 May 2005
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Greg started collecting Airmail covers 14 years
ago, in June 19%1.
exhlblted nationally for the first time, in Canberra.

Seven years iater (1998), he

Our “Australian Air Mail Covers”
display covered the period 1914 to
1945, from J.B."Wizard” Stone and
Bleriot's exploits in 1914, to the crash
of the flying boat “Coolangatta” in
Sydney Harbour on 11 October 1944.
Commemorating the efforts of the
pioneers and pioneer aviators, there
were a few of the “old favourites”, like
the famous Herald and Weekly Times
vignette of 17 April 1922, the “Coffee
Royal Affair" cover involving Charles
Kingsford Smith and Charles Ulm
stranded in the middle of nowhere, the
Gerringong NSW to Waipapakauri NZ
flight in 1934, and the Parachute Mail
to Mornington Island cover of
Christmas 1942. Lots of photos of
planes and of pilots, and signatures,
with brief write-ups explaining
what they were about.

The “crash covers” were perhaps
the most startling — “Damaged by
Sea Water’, “Recovered from
Lost Flying Boat” in Bali, (June
1940), “Damaged by Immersion
in Sea Water”, but interesting
amongst the hardly-ever-seen
international flights and rarer
covers were the 1934-35 flights
from Whitemark to Launceston,
Currie K.I. to Launceston, Perth
to Daly Waters, Adelaide to
Broken Hill, from Sydney to
Narromine ... seemingly so close
NOW, but a major technological
feat in those days !!

Very interesting ! Thanks, Greg.






